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Qtd fjcH frohiht malum cufhfotefi^fsett^ 
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. cdilcth her J elf a Prephetefe to teach , Mud 

taf educe mjr fcpfijwtSj&cJRtv.i^iOi 
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NoUe Gentlemen > 

^Knom that time is 'Very 
I precious with ■ jM hj 

treafon of the mtltifli- 
plicUy ef affairs that 
lie upon jour.hanfk: yott 
are come to the Helm *f . 
muchjb*ke/t,andalma^^nkiiM^\\\ 
^ihemimiSiAftdvAve% o.tt^C\. toi-\ 
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si^erous ithere sre dangerous rocks y and 
' pelves to he avoided^ and therefore 
the greater ^rt\ and Jndu^y is rf- 
qmred of thcfe that are the ^eerfmin^ 
ret wf hmble reque^ to you iSy that yom 
Will he pleafed to fparefo much time 
as to ptrufe this little Treatife^i It mil 
discover to yon one of the mtft danf/A 
rous Rocks , nhich if not carefully] 
fbmed^ will cert ainl) fpltt durfhipyOnd 
endanger all the pafjengers that are 
imharked in it. Toti cannot hut he 
fnjihie of the many ^ruifions , and 
fuhdivifions that are amongit us ], 
and our Lord Cl)rift hath told us in his 
word of Truthy That a KingdcMn di- 
vided againft it fclf cannot ftand^ 
Mar. 3. 2 4. Tou cannot hut feevphat 
an inundation of Errors yUerefieSyOnd 
Blaffhemits is kroken in upon MS , 
and truly if is as evidtnty that Romes 
EmiCarics are hoth the FatherSy and 
Kfurfis of m^of thefe SajtordSy and 
that nihijchthey now hope fory andex^ 
peB frmyou iSy a Boundlefs Tollc- 
ration of tkmy thiit fo tfef^tMJjlirueA^ 



1 ne £rputle Uedicatqr y ^ 

Apofpr imitr Aefh4dfim pfy<iut 
ngsi.Butif ytm ^^f tQ ca^jomf 
i.9Ver this tooky you fhsUlet. h^w 
:wf^aft /iMTib 4 ToUeradoD imv^ 

ve b§th to omChmk Md StatciHm 
ngtrM to theft thot^^Mtit^ 4nd 
mums to thofe thot defirc it. Tou 
* Political Shcpherds3M^W%a0 
' drive am^ thofe solves thatfle^ 
vr the Flock i Magiilr/Ues aire not 
y Cuftodes ^ but Vindices ucri- 
pt Tabula?^ ond fi)ould they mt 
n take core of the Homr^and Con^ 
nmejutsof Ged^as vstell as of their 
^ i It it not tfjeir duty to take / 
>fc Fi)xes that deftroy the vines 
Cfariil i Cas^z. r^. Path not 
ill tell as J That they bear sot the 
ord in vaui^ but ace the Mini^ 
rs of God^ and Revellers to exr 
ite wrath upon them that do 
1 ? Roi]i« 1 3 .\.An4 th^ SchiAns^ 
^Hcrefics^r^mi: TiefamAr 
le makes it as clear ^ when be teckoTi^' 
"uupamong^ the woiVs cAi^^^ 
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fkeih^) and wines them with Idolacry^ 
Witchcxatc, ^^. GaL5.2o. 

/(;^jEP rib^^ Politicians give nuug 
%ules y and DhreBions for up- 
haalding , and \onferving King-- 
doms'snd Commmr-wealshsi hut tba"^ 
of Solomons is ieyond all^ Prov^ 1 6. 
12. The Throne is eftablillied by. j 
Rightcoufnefs : and to take care of 
Religion^as well as of %f^neoufnefs ^ 
conduceih much to the pycfperityy and 
^eace of a Nation^ Very memorable 
is that of A{a : 2 Chron.t^a. &c. 
He4id that which was right in the 
cyes-of the Lord : for he took 
awiy the Altars of the ftrange 
gods 3 and the high places ^ and 
brake down the Images, and cut 
down the groves ; and command r 
tAfadjh to feek the Lord God of' 
their Fathers, and to do the Law, 
and the Commandment, &c. and 
then the Kingdom was quiet before 
I him. ^fid chap. 15.355. Ifrael 
had been for a long fcafon without 
/ the rruc God,aiid wuVvout a x^^cVv^ ( 
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ing Prieft, and without Law ; and 
in chofe times there was no peace 
to him that went out^ nor to him 
that. came in, but great vexations 
v/ctc upon all the Inhabitants of 
the Countries y and Nation was 
deftroyed of Nation, and City of 
City : for God did vck them with 
all adveriity. The like ipe fee: Judg 
5.8* They chofe new gods (faith 
Deborah) thenwas Warin their 
Gates. It is f^id alfo of Jchofa- 
phat i 2 Chron. 17. iJ, 10. That 
1 his heart was lift up in the waye? 
^ of the^ Lord 5 . and that he took 
away ^hc high places, and groves 
outoi fjidalj^and then the tear of 
the Lord fell upon all the King- 
domes of the Lands that were 
roimd about Jfidah , fo that they 
made no war againft fehofaphat. 
Iknojplhat common exception aoorinfi 
thefe Scriptures is, that thefe are Old 
Teftamcnt Examples , and there- 
fore notbindingy or /m/t/ifcU un&tr \W 
\Gcfj/eh^ which you jfc^Il fe« fulVj. an- 
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fweredyOMdrcftaedy ifw»pk4tt§ 
perufc this B(H>k. Neither indeed ii 
tbeNeipTfftame»t a»^ more fsvauKi^ 

ili tQ a ToUeratioii q/[ Errors^ 
Schifm^, and Herefies, theu the OUy 
Gad being as jealtm af his htmt mm ^ 
ashewMtheny and c^nruptions in Re* 
Ugion bfif^ AS dete^ahU to him nowy 
they were then : Hence it is that our 
Saviour Chrifty and his Apofiles give 
fo many Caveats to take heed of y wdtp 
jhunfalfe DoSrineSy and Teachers 
them: t/fsM^auy. 14. Beware o: 
falfe Prophets which come to you 
in {hcepscloathing«e^r.Mat.i^. 6. 
Take hecd,and beware of the lea- 
veii of the PhartfeeSy and of the 5^- 
duces. Mat. 2 4^^, 5 . Take heed 
that no man deceive you ; For ma« 
ny (hall come in my name^^ ^y^g) 
I am Chlift^ and fhall deceive ma- 
ny. And verfe 1 1 . Many falfe 
Prophets {hall arife, and mall dc- 1 
ceive many. So verfe 2 3^ 24. and 
jRom.16.17^1^. I befeech you bre- 
jthreny mark them wVvkYi c«afe4\A 
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viiions J ^nd otfctices^ contrary to 
the Po6h:be that yc have learned y j 
apd avoid them } For fuch fcrve 
nQ% the Lord Jcfus Chrift > but 
their own beljy 3 4nd by good 
words ^ and hit ipceches deceive 
the hearts of the iimple. -A^dy 
J Cwr. I. 10. &c. W doth he re- 
prove themfor their Schifms^ and w- 
borts them ta Vnity ? j4/ul y I C(^. 
5,7^ Purge outthe old leaven that 
you may be a new Iqnjp. 2 Cor. 
6. i^jif.i^. What communion 
hath light with darkncfs ? What 
concord hath Chrift with Belial ? 
(^c. And what cigreemcnt hath 
the Temple of God with Idols ? 
&^. Gal. 1. 8 39, If an Angel from 
Heaven preach any other Gofpel , 
then diat which we have prcached3 
let him be accurfed, &c.Gal. 5.12. 
I would they were even cut off 
that trouble you* Phil^. 2; Be- 
ware of D^Sj beware of evil- 
workers^ beware of ^ecoTSLvWv% 
hThf.^^ 6. Wc cotMDsaxvd. ^cKx 
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brethren, in the name of our Lord 

J. lus CSirift 3 that ye with-draw 

yjur fclvcs from twdry brother that 

waikctii diforderly, an J not after 

the traditions whiclj he received 

of us. 2 Tm.2y 1^,17. Siiun pro- 

Iphanej, and vain babh'ngs 5 tor 

! they will incrcafe to more ungod- 

Itncfs, and' their word will eat as 

doth aCAnkcty&c.iTim.^^.i/^^i'^. 

Alexander tnc Copper-dnitri did 

; me much evil , e>V. of whom be 

' thou ware alfo, &c. Tit. 3 . i o, 1 1 . 

An Heretick atftcr the firft, and Ic- 

coni admonition rejcd^ knowing 

that be that h fuch is f ubverted 3 

I and (inneth^ being condemned of 

ihimfeif. 2 Fet, 3, 17. Seeing ye 

I know thefe things before^ beware 5 

left being led afide with the Errors 

of the wicked 3 you fall from your 

I own ftcdfaftnefs. 2 Epffi. of John 

lo.i r. If there come any unto 

you, and bring not this Doftrine 5 

receive him not into your houfe ^ 

neither bid him G ^d-f^^^ed : Cot V\d 
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that bids him God-fpecd^ is par- 
taker of his cwil dec IS. Rej^z^ 
2. The Angel $f the Church of L-^ 
phefus is commendedyfor tha^ be could 
not bear with them which were 
evil : and had tried them which 
faid they were Apoftles^when they 
were not^ and had found them ly- 
ars •• As alfo for that verfe 6. He 
hated the deeds of the 7^icholaita»s. 
Mev. 2. 14, ! 5. The Angel of the 
Church of Pergamos is reproved^ and 
threatned for fuf^ering ^ them that 
held the Dodbrine of Balaam, and 
of the Nicholaitans : Ami'uerfe 20. 
The Angel of the Church of Thyatira 
is reproved ^ and threatned for per- 
mitting the womznjefdelto teach, 
and to feduce gods fcrvantSi &c^ 
Rej.'^i'^yi6. The Angel of Lao- 
dicea is reproved for teing luke->. 
I warm, and neither hot, nor cold : 
ind fuch are they^ ( faith a reverend 
Dkjine) who grant a ToUeradon of 
divers Religions jVihom God will f^^ 
out of hisiBQUch. 
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It J»ere e4fie ty hrkg Argumentf 
\ ugainfifuch a TolkrAciua ota of the 
C Metis of the firH , smd iefi Cou^ 
cilsy md writi^s of the Fathers^ 
M Ttrtullian 3 Athanafius ^ Augu- 
ftiae^ lerom^ Gregory Namiw 
zcne, Afnbrofe^ Chryfoftcttn ^ Ire* 
naeus, Cyprian ^ &€. As Mfo from 
theLMps 3 Cort^ituimSy Defree^yOnd 
Ediffs of the left Chri^ian Emperors y 
asCom^ntincthegreaty Valentiiii- 
an ) Gracian y Theodofius Maioti 
Arcadius juui Honorius^Theodo-' 
fiusMiiior, Manian,|uflinianj6^r« 

unt0 jphich might bedddedtisfejndfe'^ 
ment of many forreign Divims thai 
were godly y learned and judicious y i&r- 
fides our Englifh Divines mentioned 
in this Booky and many others that cpn-f 
cur mth them thereiny hut that it tvould 
ftpeUto too great a volumny and prove 
tedious to the Reader Si 

Let mi only add thiSy Thdt fueh 
Rulers ^ improve their pmi^er againjk 
fiukenemies of God^ and his Chitrch j 
Jbdll{ hfidei the Eu^e^ « giorfc^- 1 

Jctcucti^ 
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fchtmty ithid) is far better then the 
wwids Piaudice ) ^elkht them" i 
feffves in the l4riy sndraien in 

theheirts ^ and afitSlhns ef all^d 
'wen. As they do worthily in £. 

^utta^ fo they (hall be famous in 



fAi^Ufdle Sirs 3 tMofj I not fay 
to the [ante purp(fe to yon ^ as Mot* 
decai did to Uefbr^ ffhocantdUut 
that God hath refeirvedyou for fuch a 
time as this f J hope you wtll improve 
all yonr abilities y Ondinterefis for the 
decrying oi fuch an intollerable Tol- 
leration^ 4Mf /or the countenancing^ 
olUhMi&i^^idf ihetruth, and the 
t/tjjertoys of $t 3 which mil be your 
foy^ andtheirejoycing in thai great jond 
approaching day yjphen you mu^ give up 
your account to him that is no Jiefpe^ 
^er of perfons > but mllrender unto 
^ery one according to his morh. My 
prayer for you iSy That yc may be 
blameiefs^ and harmeltCs^iS^elom^ 
of Cod, without Rcbute^ Vck <^^ 

• %.CI 
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midft of a crooked, and pcrverfe 
Nation 3 ampngft whom yc may 
ihine as lights in the world 5 de^ 
§ring to ke eji eemed ^ as I am 



• -\ 



Devoiited to the fef - 

vice oi your Faith > 



From my Study in 

Thridneedle-jlreet l 

May 2^. i6y^. 






S A. Clark. 
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^What forts of difcontented per- 

fons nourish oiir diviji^ns f - 42 
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Qu. What means may be tifed to 

procure anitj and pfeacti i 45 
??. Whether Magiftt^etj tttay rtied- 

<ikwn3iiiiehs€oitfcidi<2esi 6^<} 
i €^9. How any Schifmi^at ^VMvv- 







for noc bearing with them which 
arc eviil , who are thofe evil ones 
that iriuft not be tollerated > 1 1 o 

Qu. V Vnat doth not bearing with 
tnem Import? iii 

Qu. VVhy {hould fuch perfons he 
fo fevercly dealt with ^ 112 

Ohj. Bat love bcareth all things i 

lU 

Okj. But Chrift faith^let both grow 
together till the harveft i x 1 8 

Qu. Upon what account may a 
man be accounted a falfe pro- 
phet 5 or a fa!fc Teachei; ^ up 

Qu* VVhat may be confidered a- 
bowi Hereftesi 122 

Qu. How manifold is Herefiei 123 

Qu. W hat is fimple Herefie } ibl 
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Qu. Whether may any of thefe be 
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' Magiftrat^ ? Xi^ 

Qu.' Hovy will it further appeare 

' that there is fa much danger in 

roLferatine H^reticks t^ ^r^^"^ 
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what then is incumbent up- 
i Magiifarates to do'againft 
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lem when many of them are 
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bch cafes? 149} 
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pch times 1? ^S' 
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^itticksi ' 153 

. Whether are Arndnians Be- 
eticksl ib. 

. Whether are £i^/i5vr4ns Herc- 

Whether are fteretich toV)e\ 
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[(hed by che Civil JV^gi- 

Jlrate?^ ih. 

Qu, Why are hereticks and faife 

teachers called the tail ^ if 0.9. 1 5^ 

Qa What is Mr. ^er. Burroufibs his 
judgement about i^2/^r4^im ^ 157 

^{U Why hlglleratm a dange- 
rous principle ? si. 

Ohj. This h Old Teftament^and we 
finde it not in the Gofpel ? 1 5 S 

O^/.Chrift hath left fpiricual means 
to prevent Here ft es inf ciftion? 155^ 

Ot/. Magiftraces have nothing to 
do in matters of Religion? . ii. 

QueB. Are they not excluded from 
exercifing any power 'm matters 
o^Religion^ 1 60 

Sseft. Indeed Magiftrates under 
tm Old Teftamcnt had poyver, 
but were they not rfiejrein types^ 
ofChrifts Kingly power. x6i 

Qseft. Why is the Magiftrates 
power needfuU 1 6z 

Quefl. Do A the holy Ghoft juftifie 
fl»is povver o£t\Mi ^^jk^xS^^x 
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tie times of tii^GofpcU 11^4 
• But matters of Religfeoabclcmg 
IOC ta his cognisance ? 1^5 

«5uch Scripttsres fpeak only of 
lis power in civil things^ * ih. 
I. How will it appear that Ma- 
iiftracie is appointed for' our 
ipiritiial good^ as well as for our 
civil? 166 

:, How can natural and external 
:hii^s be helps to things fpiritu- 
il andDivinef ib. 

r. Confcience is a tender thing , 
and therefore muft notbemed- 
led with? 1^8 

a. What may be done to a man 
chat pleads confcience i it. 
u.Howlhall we know whether 
the devil be in the confcience ? 

u. What may be done to fuch as 
perfift in errors under pretence 
of confcience ? : 170 

u, VVhat if mens errors be o£ 
kfsmomentycan ngthiogW^iottf 
ordifainiuch } ' - ^1 
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Qu* Suppofe a man doth wha 

can to informc his confcien 
. and yet cannot yeeld^ what i 

be done to him ^ ; . 
Qu. But by fomenting Dlvl 

fuch as^ are in power may 

the people beft T* 
Qu. Howelfe may the wickcdr 

oi Toller at in^ here fits yhlafpho 

C^r. bemadeout> 
Obj. But idolatry was the adeq 

objedkofthe coercive-powc 

Judahs Kirtgs^ &G. but it cxd 

cd not to fjereticks < 
Obj. But ftill thefe are Old T 

jnent examples ? 
Qu, How elie may-it appear 

corruptions in Religion ma 

punimedby the Civil U 

ftrate? 
Ohj. dhf ift punirttcd fuch as < 
or Mpifiasr ^ : therefore iti 
imitable by Magiftrates i 
b^/; -Irwas'an 6ktraordinar 
irt<3ferift 3 therefore wo\. "\ 
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^e^* What, corruptions in Reli- 
gion arc'thiis to be punifhed^ 

^M. What cxmclufions may be 
laid down upon thcfc prcmifcs } 

Quefl. How may it be proved to be 
the Magiftrates duty tQ punifh 
herefiesl / 1^0 

Obj. Still thejCeare OldTejiUment 
examples? ipi 

Qw^. What need the Church a- 
ny fuch helps, &c ? 196 

Oij. But this will make mento cUf- 
feni)le> or to fin againft con- 
fcience 5 200 

Obj* It may bring in perfj^cution 
for confcience-lake ? ,201 

Ohjy Its erode to the meek Spirit 
ofChriftj&ci: :.::. it, 

^jt. Why may not a Tolkratim 
begranted? io% 
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PAgii7. Line go. put out, hath. ] 
1.3. put out, he. P.71J.7. for 



PAg.17. i-inc 30. put out, nam. ] 
1.3. put out, he. P.71J.7. for 
iiflcr, r. Miniftry. p.i 20. 1. 7. for 
lions>r.vifions,p.i28.1. 4. for e 
quake, r. earthquakes, p. 11 ?. 1. 29 
out,not. p.123.1.5. for which, r. v^ 
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EST IONS, 

AND 

5 of Conscience 

It Divifions, Schifais, 
cfies, and a Tolcra* 
tionof them. 




\Hence do Dlfcords , and 
Divifidns arife } 

They are the fruits of the 
flefh,wbercas hve^feace^ 
dec. are the fruits 6f the 
bthac a^man cannot mote de- 
e hicnrdf to b? in the flefli, and 
:>{ Gods Spirit, theft by a Con- 
dividing fpirit. Some, Sala- 
ike, cannot live but only in the 
intention, Thefe like Alure ion 
u boldncfs wiU cry out^iVc 
3 «* 
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^e^ionSy and Cafes of Confcience 

caft fire into the Chnrchj and divide it 

But hereby they (hew of vvhic ccmp< 
they are, and vviio is their father, eve 
the envious one, the deviI,who deligh 
to fow tares amongft the wheat. GM\\ 
20> &c. there arc two Principles < 
all mens aftions, the Flcfli, th: worl 
whereof are, Hatred ^Strife^ EmuUtm 
1 Sec. all tending to break Unity : Ar 
the Spirit,whofe wo ks are, Love^ Peac 
GentUnefs^ &c. alt uniting. If the 
wouldft then know who is a godly mai 
judge of tht Tree tjf its fmitf. Hcnc 
I cir.^.j. If there he Envyings^ a> 
Divifions amongfi you^re you not carnal 
&C. So fames 3.13,14. W&^ is a rvl 
man ? Let him fhew it by a ^ooi conver '\ 
tion T»ith meeknefs : And he devid 
jylfdom into that which is earthly and d 
villifh, the mother of Envyings , at 
Strife s and the fvifdom whtch is fro 
above , which is pnre , peaceable , & 
therefore if any be given to Divifion 
Let not fnch glory J faith the Apoftle, n 
lie againft the trnth. So then, though 
man pretend to never fuch Angular gift 
fuch extraotdinary Teachings of Go 
Spirit, if he be concentious,he is not 
glory , yea. He lies againfi the trut 

Such wUl fay , Its for the Truth ch 

ha 
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na4e thcfe Divi/ioiis : But its fiilic, 
ruths of Cbrift are co be mainuin- 
the Spirit of Chr ift : Fifr the wrath 
n wprkj n§t the %ifhteoHfniJs •/ 

nor the perVerfeneB; of man, the 
[ of God. 

ip&Jf^hat doth the w^ri Scblfrnfii-- 
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r/n^.Firft,A Rent,Divifion, Breach, 
ting off. 

:ondly> A Rent in the. Church, or 
ifion amoQgft ChrKUans, iC^r.i* 
:,ia. That there it na Dijfentiens 
rjt ym ; The Original Word , is 

jcft. Whitt is Schifm ? \ Ck a- 

nffv. Its a Diffention, or reparation Xiy* 
s Church', when one, or more fepa- j -^»p. 
and rend themfelves from the out- 
fcUowfhip of thefaithful,cuttingaf*- 
IV the Peace, & Unity of theChurch 
diflike of fome Rices, and Orders 
in lawfully received and obferved : 
fe upon different Opimons about 
Teachers. For,As Herejte is ^6ff^ 
ng from the Commumon of the 
rch in rcfpc^i^ of Doftrinc. So 
fm h d cutting off ones Celf Cot 
rtutlthiB^. . Tkis St. TmI cotor'^ 
r<j$ tCifr.i..io. &c. Every •«« 
B a 
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lof joH filthy I 4/»Paal's, &c. 

Schifm is affirmed alfo of Divifioa in 
Doctrine, J(?A/^ 7.4 ^ 

Queft. ivhenct deth Schlfm proceed ? 

^f^fw. Firft , It hacb its bciiinninfi 

from Satafjythzt firft Schifmatick,y/*^f 6- 

vvho by hi? Tentatiqns oft prevails with 

men to depart from God, as he did wi:h 

Adam in Paradifc, 

Secondly, From the members of Sa- 
tan, who love to fifti in troubled waters , 
though alt proceed not from the fame 
caufe. For fome make Rent? in the 
Church through hatred, as the Donatijis 
did. Some through Ambition, and de- 
fire of Ruli : Thus the Pafccy increaf- 
cd by great Scbifms. Others feparatc 
out of ignorance, as the multitude did, 
7pA»7.43,j2. Others out of a vain ad- 
miration ot their own worth, andhali- 
nefs,asthe ^/?4^*ipr//?/, Separatills, &c. 
of old. 

Thircfly, The true ground of all Love, 
andiPeacCjOf all Concord & Agreement, 
can only be upon a motive of Godlinefi 
and Honefty. Only good men can tru- 
ly love one another, becaufe the motive 
of it is the Image of God,and the caufc 
of it Gods Cammand,and the end of it 
to do good> tcmpouY andit^vvi^'d^^ c^tft. 
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aiout Divifions^ Schifms^and Herefies. 

to another. Hence its called , Love in 
Faiths Tit. ?.l 5. Afid in the Spirit yCo\. 
1.8. Therefore if Gods people quarrel 
one with another, it iliews that their 
love was nor, becaufe they vvere godly, 
but for other ends : And ns for tie wick- 
ed, the very Heathen could fay, Amxi-^ 

tia mjl inter boms tjfe n^npotcfl , Friend- 
(hip can only be upon grounds of good- 
nefs, and Honefty : Therefore if you 
fee men to agree upon evil grounds, be- 
caufe others are like themfelves, or for 
matter of profit, orpleafurc,herc is no 
furc concord. Herod and T/A?^* can- 
not agree, unlefs it be againtt Chrift. 
Wicked men never a>>ree long together, 
except it be to oppofe Godlinefs. 

Queft. How many forts of fi riving , 
or Contentions arejhere > 

Anfixf^ Firft , Good , and laudable : 
Thu<? U'c 5ifc commanded to contend for 
th fiiih : To be in an Agony for it , 
Jt$ V4. And we muftin our places ever 
zealoufly qaarrel with wicked men, ^orf 
the honor and glory of God. This fomc 
call quarrelling , and making tumults ; a^ 
fer, T 5. 1 o. H^oe is mc^h canje I am a man 
>f Contention : Why fo ? becaufe he 

reproved them fot their fins. 
Secondly, Their is a fii^vAV ^uidi utk-v 
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QuefiionSy Md C^fis of Confcie^ 

. godly driving :aod cbac about a cvyoi 

lobjea. 

■ I. In Civil, Worldly things, Qi 
rclling> and Wrangling about them. 
1. In religious matters. Thus f< 
dcfiretobccavelling againft the ir 
and to gain- fay the Duties that arc c 
mandcd: or nccdlcfly ftriving al 
idle Difputcs that make not for g( 
ncfs, Ti>. 3.7. A great difeafc of 
times. 

,^ Qucft; H^hat M^e rnc c^fcs of i 
Contentions ? 

Ayift». Firft, In general : The bi 
poifonous founc^in of corruption \^ 
in every man/ Man by nature is s 
der^ a Toad ; tie can fpit nothing 
venom. He is a Bramble that t 
every one that comes near him : S 
and Contentions arc the workj 0^ 

flejh^ G2\.^.lo. They come from the 
in our members^ J9ni.4. \ . 
^^ \ SccondIy,T he particular lufls wh 
j they proceed. Arc, 
I I. Pride. JVhtre Pride is ^ the 
Contintion^jov.ij. ip. A proud 

cannot but ftrive,^ as fire cannpt bi 
all Qp a flame. All our Pivitions, \ 
tber publiq^e or private, come i 
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CO be done, whereas lowlinefs of mind 
keeps all in peace. 

2. Ambition, and vain-glory, which 
comes near to Pride. When men arc 
ambitious for earthly Power, or Hi^h 
places in the Chu'ch : This makes many I 
quarrels. As did vf^/<?/^/^i ambition for 
the Kingdom. This like a great H^ha/e' 
foon fwallows dp all the good, aud wel- 
fare of others. 

3. Malicious fro ward Difpofitions : 
Some are of fuch turbulent natures,that 
they cannot be quiet but in difturbing 
others: and have not o^ly their tongues, 
but their hearts /^^ oftfirc by helly Jam. 3. 
6. Thcfe are dangerous pcrfons in a 
Kingdom ; For they do to it, as the de- 
vil did to the poffeffed body, fometimcs 
throw it into^the water ; fometimesinto 
the fire : fo they are alfo in Cities and 
Families. If Peace-makers arc blcffcd, 
then ftrifc-makers arc curfed. 

4. Covetous and finfull love to the 
things of the world : Asitsfaid, Thofc 
two Pronouns, (Jifenm&TuumyVMk^ 
all the ftrife in the world. An unjuft 
deiirc to have more then our own^ or 
luffing after other mens , or difccn\ta\t.' 
with our own prefent condition^filJ^^Vi^^ 

J world with dtik. 

B4 ^•'tav- 
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I ^ Que^ions^ $nd Cafes of Confcience 

5. Impatience, when wc cannot with 
godly wifdom and patience pafs l^ 
wrongs and injuries. The Scripture bids 
us 7 requite e^vil with gcod : and if one 
-irike us OH 0ne cheeky to turn the other -^ 
Luke 6.29. And to frdy for thofe that 
ferfecHte m^wkz 6.27>28. 

Qucft. ffhat are the Jinfull effcils of 
firiving dbont worldly things ^and hm^ m* 
thejf dtfcovered } 

Anfw. Firft, In paflionate, and rail- 
ing fpecches ; forbidden , Eph. ^ 31. 
LMat.^.22. (JHichael did not give th: 
devil railing language , Jude 9. Thcfe 
foul mouths argue a foul heirt : . fuch 
black tongues will be puni(hed with 
blacknefs of darknefsinhell,if they re- 
pent nor. 

Secondly,Tts fcen iiiback-biting^flandcr- 
ing^inventing of lies againft others^whif- 
pering,and fecretly reproaching others, 
when they are not prefcnc to anfwer for 
tbcmfelves : Thefe fins ftiould not be 
named among Chriftians. To be a 
Back^hiter is an Heathenifti fin, Rom. 
J. 30. Its the Charafter of one that 
(hall not afcenA into Go is holy hilly Pfal, 
I ?.?. Such have a devil m their tongue, 
sM they which heat with approbation , 
have a devil in their ew • SadiXotw^uts 
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j are compared to coab of fire, T^falm 
'120.5. Fire is their fin, and fire will , b^ 
their puniihinent. 

Thirdly, In a delij^ht to go to Law : 
Thus the Corinthians (Irifes break out , 
iCor.6.i.&c. Thou wilt go to Law 
wharevcr it coft thee ; but it may cott 
thee thy foul, and falvation for thy 
m^ilice. 

Fourthly, Its fcen in procuring all the 
mifchicf that we can to others, cither 
in name or ftate , whereas Gods Word 
commands us co do all the goo \ we can. 

Qucfh H^hat Are the ejfeHs of fnjull 
-.rifes abwt rel'igious matters ? 

tA/ifm. They are feea two wayes. 

Firft, When men cavil againft, and 
contradiift the truth,though never fo evi- 
dently difcovered, eipecLUly becaufeof 
the purity of it ; becaufe it convincerh 
and arraign^th their lults , and greatly 
condemns them. Thus the Pharifes 
were frowardly bent to oppofe Chnft, 
fo that when they were filencec^they did 
as the Devil to him, left him for a fea-r 
fon, and after Aards returned to tempt 
him again ; whereas Chrifis jhef hear his 
voice y and follow him. 

.Second]/, When tbe^ dot^ ^JiocycR. 
QHcOions ^nd Difpiites whvcVv Wn^ \^s> 
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profit, or if profit, yct.they attend not 
to them in their places : condemned by 
St. Paulj Tit.'i .9. Such are like a field 
diat bears nothing but briars and thorns ; 
when one asked Chrift , whether Many 
fhouIdief4ved}Hc anfwareth him not 
direftly, but bids himyjtrive to enter in at 
thejiraightgatey Luke 13. 23. thereby 
rebuking his curioiity. 

Quett. H43Mt are the aggravations of 
this Jin of Difcord ani Contention ? ' 

Anfvfi, Firft, This driving temper 
v& direftly oppofite to many commands 
that earneftly prcfs Love , Unity and 
Peaceablenefs : As Rom. 12. I8» i fet. 
3.8. We fhould imitate Chtift, xpho did 
not firive^nor lift np his voice in thejireety 
but lived meekly and peaceably. 

Secondly, Tbefe Strifes and Contcnti- 
l om make all our Prayers and Religion to 
I be in vain. God hears not the prayers 
of fuch : Wf pray to him to forgive us ofir 
fins aswe forgive others. Hence Mat. 
1 5.24. fVe mnji leave our gift at the Al-- 
tar , dndgOy anft he reconciled ?Scc. 

Thirdly, The Relation that we are in, 
commands Peace and Unity. There's 
onzGodjoneChrifiy one Spirit y one Bap^ 
tlfm. Efhc.^.^, ^hj fall je out} jean 
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when ye feck co devoure qdc another. Its 
an Argument that the faith of Chrift ne- 
ver had any power over fucb. 

^elt. Hojv mdy Schlfms tc di- 
vided f 

jinfw. They are either Civil, or Ec- 
clefiaftical 

Firft, Civil are thpfe Rcnti and Ru- 
ptures that arc made by the lufts of mctj 
j in a Common-wealth : Thu$ ^cr^hoam 
rent ten Tribes from the other two, and 
made a diftiiifft Kingdom of them y 
which breach was never made up ag^n ; 
Thefe Civil Divifipns arc fadPro^no- 
fticks ot the dcftruftion of thofe places 
where they are/ ArifiotU gives, fevcral 
diff^rcacef between MoMrchy and 7)r- 
ranny ; whereof this is one , that 7/- 
ramny makes^nifomfnts F^chions dnddi" 
vifionsj thatfo while people have a nrntu^l 
kutred ag^inlt , and iliffidence one in one-' 
ther-fthe lyrants mmy reign more fecnrely-^ 
according to that true Maxim, Divide & 
tMpera But this is wicked Policy : Chrift 
faith, Blejfed are the Peace^mAkerSjthzTQ^ 
fore curf cd are the Divifion-makers • 1 1 
was horrible wickednefs in Achitophcl tq 
pcrfwade Ahfolon to go into his Fathers 
Concubins thzi he migjit trvaiV'c iJa? 
breach irrccoBcilablc, 
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Q»efionSy and Cdfes of Conscience 

Secondly, Ecclcfiaftical, and they arc 
of two forts. 

I . "When different Doftrinss and O- 
pinions are maintamcd ; and thefe are 
called Herejies. 

^. When there is a foundnefs of Do- 
drine^ yet men break the bonds of love, 
and live in malice andoncharitablenefs , 
I and this is called Schlfm : Both thefc 
are very dangerous. When Godfpcaks 
of thcdeftraftion of a people, Zach. 
I o. 1 1 , 1 3 . he breaks his two ttaves,tbe 
one called Beauty y the other Bonis^ that 
is, their Unity and their order. 

Thirdly, Divifions are either pcrfonal 
between godly men particularly. Thus 
Pa'il and Barnabas were at bitter dififcn- 
tion|A9/ 15«39. about the choice of a 
companion. So P^«/ and P^/vr, G^/.2. ' 
II. Or more publique between Socie- 
ties and Societies, Churches and Chur- 
ches. Thus many believin ; Jews raifcd 
^reat Diffentions about Circumcilion , 
and retaining the cuftoms of the Lawl 

We read ihitEfiphamHsandChryfo- 
^^»i were at great varianccithough borh 
Orthodox. Several days before the fa- 
mous' Council of Nice met together , 
thofe many Bifkops did nothing but draw 
" Libels and Accufatioa^ otv^ ^^i\tv^ 
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another, till Conftantme took all their I 
papers, and burnt them before their fa- 1 
:es. 1 might add that other great Goirn- 1 
cil of Coj^antinofle againft . Nefimtis j 
with what faftions, carnal Policies, and 
linfuU animofities Neftmns and his par- 
ty did ftrive againft the Orthodox: 
But ifvc need not look fo far back for Ex- 
amples : our prefent times have pro- 
duced too many amon^Il ourfelves ,* 
which can never be foflficiently lament- 
ed. Now all thefe Diviiions come from 
finj andtendtoconfufion^ Qnell. 

i^ueft. H'hat makjs Divijionf A»fw\ 

Anfw. Firft, When men promote I 
any falfe, or wicked way againft Truth 
and Godlinefs. All parties ufe to brand 
one another with Diviifion and Fa(i^ion, 
the Papifts call the Proteftants Sectaries j 
and fay , the leaving of their Church, 
that had fuch Antiquity and Univerfality 
was a Sch!fm:tht MetrafolltantMktSTXl 
thofe guilty of Schifm,whether Bifliops 
or Presbyters that recede from Obecfi^ 
encetohim, as appears by a lace Book 
( Hammond of Scmfm ) But it is not tl\c 
branding of any with this name , that 
makes the thing fo. If Elijah ^ and 
feme few with him will no^ bo^ \!cfc* 
kneetoMaa/ , its no fin£uV ScVvf 
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Divi(k>n« When Arianifmy like a Dc- i\ 
luge overflowed the Church, the Ortho-I I 
dox had their private and fecret meet* 1 
in^s, not daring to communicace in the I 
\ publick worftiip with the ArUns > yet I 
were they not Schifm/uickj. If Godsl' 
people come out of Bahjlon^ and iepa- 
rate from her uncleannefs , this is not 
Schifm^ but a duty commanded by God; 
therefore before we charge any with the 
crime of Schifm wc mult look to the 
caufe, and the macter^vvho hath the truth 
ahd Gods caufe,o(her;\ile we may judg^ 
unjuftly. 
a; Secondly, Divifion u feen , when 

though the matter be true and good they 
ftrivc for, yet they do it not in a good 

orderly \yiy.Hc that ftrives is not crown* 
edj $mlifs heftrive Ur9f:ilh , i Tim.2.5. 
A good intention > even in a good mat- 
ter, without good order, is not warran- 
table. The Difciples that would have 
fire cvme down fr^m Heaven , knew not 
what fpirit they were of. Uz,Zsahj 
dreidfiiU punUhmcnt for touching the 
Ark^ (houid make us look, not only to 
the Duty , but to the order of it. i#t 
nfnfinst Jq evil ibatgesd may ccme ofit^ 

RodQ.3.8. The damniuion of fuch is\ 
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Thirdly^ A third thing in Divi(ton is^ 
hen men do not keep in their proper I 
laces and offices. If the foot will be I 
le eye^ or the hand the head^ this is 
Lonitrous. St. Paul teaches every 
lember in the body to keep to its own 
ffice and calling : Andy Qh ! that our 
mes would learn this leflfon, wc (hould 
ot have fuch wofuU confu(ions in 
:burcb and State as of late we have had.* 
/hat ableiTed Unity and comely Order 
fouid Church and State be in , if every 
lember would do hispfoper work.What 
ave private men to do in a Puliint ? 
Vhat have fouldiers to do in con(litut- 
ig a Civil Government, or Governors ? 
Vhere is their Warrant ? How will they 
nfwer it to God or man ? They are 
ommi\xd^dto$ff€r viohnce to no mtm^ 
ni uht content with their wa^es , Luke 

.14. 
Fourthly) IstDivilion, andFa6Uon 

rhen the paflions of men are fowred , 

nd imbittered with any carnal di- 

bempers: This (in firft affeAs the heart, I 

ind then breaks out into adion*Though \ 

nen be in a good way, and are for tne ( 

Truth, and Glory of God, yet if they 1 • 

lo it in paffioB , and with x itw^^V 

rcifrr, here is afinful DWifioftx Cki^s\ 
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jRi^hreoui'neis a^d Truth needs hoc our 
•joaUiong, . • " . • 

' Qu ejff • ff'J^cnce eife pnceed tj^'ft Dtvi' 

^nJrv.Vv ll,From mens ignorance : for 
fo Icfn?, as vYw know but in pirc, t h»rc will 
b^ different opinions , and difference in 
opinions,brcc!d> citfercnce in affe^ons. 
Ignorant perfons like Children arc eafi- 
lyfeduced, and run intovvay^ of Divi- 
fibn. 

SeconHly, From felf-confidence and 
Arroginiy : Whin men think they have 
better abilities, and more worth in them 
then indeed they hive: Tiiis makes them 
b )ld, and difturbers of the Churches 
peace : as we fee in corah , D.xthau an J 
^hlram^ Num. i^. ;?. They thought 
there Witt as much in every perloa, as in 
thc-PJdts that cod had fet apart for 

that Ofhci : ^^11 the Co»o'! e^^ation is bo^ 

Ij r Hence PjihI co'mmancis us, not to 
milti, high things y Ron, 1 2. 1 5. which are 
above our place or capacity : So vVasit 
with D*tvidj Tfalm i ? 1 . i. Hencd,* Cwr. 
8.2, If any thinks that he k^aws mhj 
thlng^ Sec. 

Thirdly, From worldly hopes 2iid 
defires of advantage. Earthly gain made 
iJiUas make fucVi a Sad ^twlcVi. "Mctl 



N 



<iW 



hat judge gi^ln to begodUnefs ^ fo$n m^ks 
Vtfwracl^ of faithiand a good confcieHCt^ 

: Tim. 6.5. Many of the Arch- 
riereticks formerly made thofc Divifi- 
)ns, becaufe chey miiTed of that worldly 
?omp aiid greacnefs which they expe- 
icd. 

4. Somerimics ic proceeds from thfe 
Fvranny and fcandaious lives of 
I^nurch-Officers. One caufe that Ter- 
uUian turned a Momanifty^zs the loofe 
ivcs of the Roman Clergy. 

Q^fVhat are the effdts of Dlvifion and 
Yifunion in the Churchy ef fecial ty in the 
\fwiftry ? 

■^nfw^ Firft, Irs apt to beget Atheifm 
nd Irreligion in the people. It makes, 
fcai think that Religion is ameer no- 
ion, or nothing,and therefore they will 
)pk. after it no more, B»t woe to the \ 
'JffU becaufe of offences in this i^W : It 

ad been better for fuch that they had 
ever been born. 

Secondly^ It much grieves, and un- 
ttlcs the hearts even of the godly 
icmfclves : they know not what to 
^ upon wfailft one godly Minifter 
itt^Mts a iin.; others,that it is no {\h ; 
Ids cannot but exceedingly perplex 
^r Confciehces>that would not An 
tfqi world, C Thirdly^ 
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Thirdly, Ac fuch times, prophanr 
and ungodlincfs doth exceedingly 
crcafe , and godlineft decaies in 

Sower of it. For whereas Minif 
lould encourage ^odiinefS) and de 
and reprove (in,, they bufie themfel 
in preaching up their opinions , ; 
jpromoting their particular way , wl 
I edifieth not. Indeed the Icatt Tn 
of God are not to be ne^lefted , ye: 
things are to be tried: but this is not 
main bu(ine(s : the one thing nece{ 
i%jiofeel^the KiffgJom of Gody am 
Rt^hteouf^efs. 

Fourthly, Thefe Diviftons amo 
Pr^efims do exceedingly harden 
Pdpifis in their way. 
04e/t. f Q^^.}ffjatthn(l'oHUfeofle 
^ ^ * when Mimjlersj and Profejfors are 

I divided ? 
' An[w. Firft , Do not thou by 
pragmatical medling, widen the d 
rence, and raife more dud : the ho 
difcret carriages of the Difciples 
fometimes make a greater difi 
amongftthc Teachers. K% Johns 
fciples » out of envy , did what 
could to Air up phns fpiric ag 
Cbrift : but he by his humility . 
quenched cbofe i^tk&^John j. ; o. 
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dad btvifem^cbifmSitrndHare^eSy if I 

Secondly^ Confider that chofe which 
are godly do agree in the fandamencalsy 
which are neceflary co (alvacion, and 
for other things we cannot expe^lk Uni- 
ty in (his life, where fome have more 
kiiowledge>and moregrace^andfelf.^ 
niaithen others. 

: Tbirdiv J^iabor thou to- \sxfe, thy faith 
kiformeo^nd fetled out o£ Gods word. 
The Miniftry is that bv wi^ch yve cioixpf 
lieve; butwedonotDelievc ihit^? the 
^itmaritam believed Cbtift upon chs 
yvomans report at the firftj but afters- 
wards they believed h^ for his own 
fake* ■ . . -r:..;;; ■ 

. Fourthly, Humble your ftlvksotidefi 
thefc di^^encesy when ^f'oa fee ifaefti' 
nbt to ^'che (ame way >or to preacktbe ' 

Ifamethuigs : acknowledg tkn^ it iffftt! 
the bartennefs , unteachablenersn a^d 
other fins of cbe hearer's thac God hani 
rasfed fuch contentions amongft as. ■ : 

jinfw. Becaufe aU things in:Religion Anfw, 
are reduced to one : If therefore every 
thin^ ihReHgioh tend ^o Unity, wby 
fihould not the people of God embrace 
k f the fevefal unictes ace made a no* 
table argtimetic co thii^ purjpofe.£)iiu^A 
Uyfacre dbe i^ffle.bawiic% ^i^ot^ 
/ C a CVfiSS«®^ 
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ChriftuiBJ to wMlk^wtrth-f af the 
iiri£t tic inftincechin fuch giacu ■■ 
cure unity , as laalmefs^ Meek»ic 
ftn-htarlng one Mather J rhc end ol 
graces isfetdowD) verfe^. e»di 
ingtokttpt^'*''"! of the ffirit 
baud af petue : thcH verfe ^. he 
the Reafon why there fhould fc 
Uaicy ; ihert ts ane body : Chri. 
Botuunvbodics.-Atl the people < 
are one body, and its very deft 
when OHC member of the bod 
ftrires againft the welfare of ai 
A§ilat There fi J ime Spirit : then 
one fpiric that enlightens, and fa: 
the whole: Church of God ; \vi 
flioidd there be fo many wiyes^ai 
nions; yet all pretended robe 
'£tmefpiiit. indeed there are d 
af giftSy and eferatioasyjet thefi» 
mt: ButhedotfanotfaytContra 
and the fame ffnrit ; for that is ii 
ble. A°ua, There ts ane hope 
Cmtling : wc are called to one 
tance, there is but one Heavec 
therefore {hould wc be fo difk 
the way, when one place of eloj 
hold all ; and if one Church 
now contain us, bow (hall we thi 
«ne heaven will? Again, Tbtri 






shout DruifiimySchi^^indHerefies. ii 

L^rdjL.z, Chrift, who is to be fcrvcd by 
us. Indeed if there were many Lords- 
as the Vafifts fet up many Saints in hea- 
ven, all wluch have their peculiar wor- 
ihip , then no wonder if there wer^ 
feveral faiths, and worfliips ; But the 
LordChriftis one ; he is not divicfed. 
I C^.i^ij. If Chrift be not divided, 
there Aiouid be no diviiion in the 
Church. Again , There is one Fmh » 
i.e. One Syftemc of Doftrine to be be- 
lieved : Tnough there be many particu- 
lars, yet they make up one entire truth ; 
Indeed, there be many called Religi- 
ons, and called Churches, but in truth, | 
there is but one true Church. Again , 
Thre is we Baptifnfy i .e. one Profeffi- 
on of the Doibrine of faith : fo the Sa- 
crament of rhe Lords Supper is made 
, an Amiment of Unity, i Car.ioJj. 
The Sacraments manifeft one body,one 
Sptf^: why then are there fo many( 
I Rents and Divitions about the Sacra- 
ments, which yet are the bodies, and 
feals of Unity, and Communion ? Laft- 

ly. There ii one Goij and Father of aU , 

tnerefore we ought to be at Unity. God 
bein^ but one, cannot be cKviaed in 
him^lf ; he cannot comtnandtJc^^V 
t0 he cfone^ or beUevcd cotvt»rj ^^\ 

C X WwA 



/ 




^m 



n 



^ifi. 



Anfm.i 



Qu^fps^ mA C4^\ of CQ4cUnce 



\r 



himfelf : upon all chefc confideraaoos 
wc (hould endeavour after Unity. I 
mtght add, that there is Unity in hell , 
all the Devils agree againft the Church: 
If there be Unity againft us, ihall there 
not be Unity amongft us ? 

Queft. 5^#/«g God hath pr^mifel 
one hearty and one way^ and ( hrift hath 
grayed fo ear neftljy that they mayb^onu 
John 1^.21. Hovp is it that /here art 
fomany breaches among ft theg^dlyf 
^.FirftjThoughUnityamonglt the god- 
ly ^fo neceffary,yet that neccffarily in- 
fers Divifions, and Oppofitions to the 
world: Its no marvel therefore if the 
Gofpel, and powerful difpenfing of it 
make Fractions , and troubles in the 
world : For the godly cannot have 
peace with themfeives , but they mull 
be atopeiioppoficion with the world. 
Hence Chrift izii^That he came to find 
fire, andafvford in the earth , iccZ^ki 

12.49. which is not from the nature of 
Chrills Doctrine, which is the Gofpel 
of Peace , but from the corrupt inciif- 
poiition of the Subjed:, as the Sun of-* 
fends foareies, fo then the godly, and 
the wicked can have no unity, Preverisj 
2g» 37. 
J 5fecondly,Swinsthfct^citk\5C«:^Um- 
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etwixc there, therefore in the 
of God, feeing there be fo ma- 
h\l retaine their beaftly nature 
they are called Chriftian5,hence 
t in the Church there are often 
idly oppofitioris. Its no marvel I 
even amongft thofe that pre- 
• highly to Chrift there be fad di- 
: for many of them are in the 
il, and favour not experimen- 
le things of God. A^.zo. ?o. 
.1 . There arefalfe Praphets ; and 
)ecaufe they are men of corrupt 
and I John 2.19. The^ went 
t Hs^ hecan^e they were not of uSj 
d 1 C or. II •ig. There mnft he 
r, that fuch as are found may be 
rd. 

dly, There is a Unity in Funda- 
?, ot Eflfentials, and a Unity m 
ftantials, or lefs Principals : 
lods Children, though in many 
hey have not attained the lame 
id judgement, yet they all agree 
; tilings which are neccffary to 
n, and this is calM All truth , 
5,1 3. and the Unit ion thdt te^ch- 
n all things y\ John 2.20: A god- 

cannot live, ai*d die m^^vacL^V 
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Fourclily,Evea ifi accciTaries,and lefi 
principals their Unity lT\dl be confum- 
mate i|?i heaven ; theq all the godly will 
lay a(|de all their bitteriiefs one againft 
anqtl^er. 

Fifthly > God batk not given his 
Spirit in full meafure to bis Church in 
tbis life , therefore they know but 
in part ; they love but in par; : now all 
Divifions arife from ignorance in the 
mind, and corruption in the heart, as 
long therefore as there be fucl^ relid^s , 
there will be Divifions. 

Sixthly, The Devil here put<? ford] 
bisPovyer, and his work is to fill the 
Church with Divifions, and to raifcup 
Inftruments tq foment the fame; there- 
fore fo lon;;^ as the Devil dies not , 
thQU2;h {ome of his Incendiaries die , 
he will ftill be thrufting in ^lis clovcp 
foot, where God raifeth up any' 
Church. 

<^eft, what means n^ay h t^fcd for 
frev^nting^ and healing Divijiojits in tbi 
Churfhi 

Aftfw. There are tvyo Remedies 
fuggcfted , but the;y are both in cx- 
ipreams. 
Firft, TktPc^fartYf fay, that the 

/my CO prcvtnt um(\^jx^'&^i^^ ♦^ 
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nperious. commaBding of uniformity 
a every fun^lUo j fo that no diffcni: 
bail be allowed to a man, chough 
lumble, and peaceable, and earneftly 
lefiring to findc out the (ruth. Thus 
"^ihor BiHiop of Roffte , made a great 
ept in the Church about the time of 
ceeping f^y?^,whom /r^j/^w/ gravely 
>Ppofed. lis true, the leaft truth of 
Cbrill is precious , and we are not to 
3eny it , yet may we not violently ob* 
:aide it, except the contrary be damn- 
ib}c , Mat.g.ij. If new ivine he put into 
lid hottles^ the bottles will break i So 
whileft men impofc opinions, and pra- 
ftice^ of lefl'e confeguence,upon a peo- 
ple not. prepared , inttcad of promo- 
ting unity , they make faAions : ^^yet 
this way nath much infefted the Church 
when feme have been i^ power ; ^:hcy 
have preffed unity, not fo much out of 
lovetoChrift,astokecp up their iote- 
reft. Ant fubfcribe^ out difcedey was a 
fpecch of old in the Church. 

Secondly, there is another falfe way 
of unity , quite contrary to this, main- 
rained by the Socimansy and that is a li- 
centious, and unbounded toleration 
of all damnable Herefies, ani o^vdv-' 

ons, and this Julian tb^ ^pojliiJc ^lor ^ 

tCiOtieA. 
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motcd as the moft probable way to o- 
verthrovv the Chriltian Religion : and 
as the former was maintained by thofc 
that bad power in their hands , fo 
bach this by the opprclkd party : But 
the Scripture prefcribes a middle, way 
benveen thcle t^vo. For, 'Kev. 2. 2, 6. 
the AHijcls of the Churches are com- 
mended for not tolleracing, nor bcar- 
* ing with furh as taught fal:e doctrines, 
and fuch as did fuflB:r them arc repro- 
ved, ^w. 2. 14, 1 ?, 20. and the A- 
poftles in their tpiftles do oppofe 
falfe doftrines, and falfe Teachers! 
with as much earncftncffe , as falfe , 
and corrupt practices , i Tlw. i, 20. 
PahI delivered up to Satan Hym^fiausy 
and Alexander for their blafpbemies 
and falfe doftrines : and commands, 
Tit.i.io. tliat wc fliould rejefian He- 
ret ick^ after the fir ft andfcondadfmm'- 
tion. Whence its clear, thit Church- 
cenfures (hould be inflided upon ob- 
ftinate offenders in this kinde« This 
uidx>unded tolleration the Rem&nfirams 
themfelves, who yet aied up a li- 
berty of prophecying as their great 
Diana , did condemn , and profeffird 
that it was better living uhi nulla Ucenty 
then ubi omnia : vsVvet^ tVvtxt ^^% a 






:, then where all things were al* 
his licentioufneile then doth not 
c encrcafc breaches : for it gives 
mens corruptions to vent them- 

• 

lift. fVhat then are the trne reme-- Ssiffi* 

«?. As the breach of unity may Anfw^ 
de three waves, i , Of the true 
cie by herefie, 2. Of godly or- 
Schifmc. 3; Of Chriftian love, 
itencions in out>vard matters ; 
tre are peculiar remedies prp- 
) each: As firft for matters of 
ine, thefe are uuidng prin- 
• 

% fo farre as there is an agree- 
in judgement, we iliouid clofe 
ly , and embrace one another in 
Its a mercy that the difFeience 
in fundamentals:Seeing therefore 
gree in thefe , let thai: unity be 
(bed , anditwillbe ameanes to 
jce further union. So, PA/V.3»i5> 

V herein we have dttdined ictus wdll(^ 
e fame mUy&c. 

condly, let private Chriftians 
y efteeme, and fubmit to chofe 
^ and faithitil IHiftors^t God^tect^^ 
oKcrrAem^ . WhcutncawSiwjjC 
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own choTe officers whom God hath fet 
over them , then thefe nmne into 
by paths. Ephef. 4.12,1 j* One end of 
the Miaillry is co keep men from be- 
ing carried ahoHt as children^ &c. the 
Other for our fpiritual edification ^ nl 
we all come in the unity of fatth 9 
&c. 

I Thirdljr 9 get a pitiful and compaf- 
* fionate fpirit to thofe that go aftray : 

(Indeed we muft be zealous in the things 
of God : but it muft be mixed with 
pity. Of feme have compajpon making 
a difference J Jude 21. Confider how 
prone we are to receive error for truth, 
j and that weftand by Godsftrength,thi 
will move us to pity others. 

Fourthly , we muft candidly , and 
truly report the opinions of others that 
diilent from us. Nothing hath made 
the rents in the Church greater then 
a malevolent perverting the opini. 
ons of others, when we make them to 
hold fuch monftruous things as with 
all their hearts they do deteft. How 
oft was Chrift and his Anoftles tradiu^ed 
for pleaching fuch things as they never 
taught, which proceeded from the 
malice of thofe who laboured to. nuke 
jtb&3x odious ) and to Wva^xSoe^SL vcvtc 



danger. Thus the Paflfh reprefent che 
Protefi/Ms y as if they were the greateft 
Heretickj that ever were: The end of 
fuch is not to bring diifenters to the 
knowledge of the truth , but to difgrace 
and defame them ; therefore its ne* 
ce0ary in alldifputations to ftace the 
controverfie aright,witbout whicb,meii 
may write volumes> and bring multi- 
citude of arguments, and all to no 
purpofe. To know, therefore the cme 
ana proper diftance is the beft, and on* 
ly way at laft to uni^. 

Fifthly, we muft not impofe fiich 
conduiions and inferences upon the 
Do&rines maintained by Defifenters , ] 
that are not the -proper and genuine 
etfe&s thereof.To caft that upon them* 
for thdrDoftrtne , which is but our 
owne inference , is not fair, efjpeciaUv 
when tiiey do with their foul abhor fuch 
conclufions. Becaufe the Apoftle bad' 
cai^t where fime ahunided , there grMce 
ahnndcd much more , fome wicked per- 
fons forced tins confequence upon the 
Apoftles dofttine: Let us ptme tist 
grseemMj idf9HndJkcm.6. i. Thus the 
V^eflfis charge tins hideous calumny, & 
comoquence upon the DoftncftoC tSciR.^ 

Pr$feft4fas^.lhil Goi is the ^«iW 4\ 

tlnnt **« 
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.ons> zsihcjejfttte othisjcicfftia medU* 
Egoprhhtis invent. But to be weary of 
known truths,is to be weary of the fame 
God, and the fame Ckrift'. 

Qu;eft, Hioat will ks^p up mitj in 
tki Cl)m'ehcs order^ and prevent Schifm 
there f 

Anfw. Firrt, if fuch be the corrupti- 
ons of the Church, that thou eanil not 
keep fellowfliip with her but by partah 
king of her finnes : yet before thon 
leayefi her •, be fure to take the way 
which Scripture commands ; Let it not 
j be for fome lefler corruptions, but for 
I fuch as eat up the very vitals of Reli}?- 
on; Leave not a Church till God 
leaves it. Unchurch it not till God 
doth. 

Secondly, let it be thy endeavour be- 
fore thou departdt, in thy place to in- 
forme and heale her. Plead with thj 
mother^ as, Hofeaz.i, and if thou 
mutt needs depart, yet do it unwilling- 
ly, being compelled to it by the ene- 
mies of all godlindfe, who will 6oc 
futfcr thee under their power/ WbeA 
thofe in //r4f/,that would dot worihip 
I the Calvesi departed from Jeroham^ 
rand went to Jermfalem to worfliip , 
/ diey did not make t!b& Scinfiiie^W fe- 
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fpi a Chron. ii. 13, 14, 15. the 
^/ call us Schifmatickj , bccaufc 
ith-drcw from obedience to the 
as bead of the Church , but ours 
I feceilion from their errours, 
. Schlfme ; they are the Schifma- 
, who fell from the ptimitivc or- 
tid the inflitutions ia the Church: 
At the Pofe is the eri«ttft 5^ Aiyi 
:/^that ever was ih the Ghurch,tnd 
: us from his Church-' by fire and 



lirdly. Though there be mahycot- 
)ns in Government , and Admi- 
tion$> yet v\ c are not to make fin- 
ents t For thcfc , as St. Aufiin 

do PlHsfertHrbdre infirfn9S kems , 
corrlgere antnwfos mdhs. Only 
two things we have to do. 
As our Calling, and Relation is, 
oppofe, and reprove the Cor- 
)ns that do abound. Thus the 
rets of old, and Chrifi, and his 
ies did with zeal rebuke the pre- 
^Corruption of their times,buc fo- 
rd not. > 

When we hive thus done our du- 
if corruptioMs are (till fuffcrcd, we 
leave our Coinpbints with v^od ^ ^ 
bMb /irddiifed ac M to uVeiaai 
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fcandals out of cbe Church ; and in i 
mean time we muft iigh under this b 
den patiently. 

Fourthly, To prevent Schlfm in t 

Church, take heed of Pride, and Ai 

bition, and feeking after prefermei 

in the Church : Mod of thofc that ha 

made the greatcft Rents in the Chm 

I were difcontented , becauTe with D 

Itrffhes'y they could not have the pre! 

I mincnce : Even Chrifts Difciples I 

I gan to quarrel one with another De} 

' wMtUy who fliould be the chiefcft, wh 

made Chrift fo often to prefs Hui 

lity. 

Quell. Horp m^j Divijions «nm 
the godly i» their fartlcHlar^ civil deft 
ments he frevented^or healed ? 

jinfw. Firft, Remove the caufc; ' 
the Serpent in the egg : and that is 
luft in the foul. Jam. 4. i . From wh 
come jarsy a^d fiahtift^s ? Is it not /j 

your lufis ? firft wc have warring wi 
in, and then one againft another. N 
any luft unmortiHed, is enough co 
the Church on fire : fo Covctoufnei 
a great caufe of Difcord : as the I 
Ultwsy and Ifaacy ftrove about the t» 
Gen.z6,zoyZi. we fall out about can 
thiogs>becaufe the Creature is too fc 
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to give concent to all : fo envy caufech 
difunion, &c. 

Secondly, Be importiinace with God 
by prayer to give thee an humble, and 
peaceable heart. Peace is an excellent 
thing: Its called the teaceofG^dizxA 
God is called the God of fcace : and 
Chrill , The Prince gf Peace^ and our 
7eace : and he hath prayed fot Unityi 
and peace amongft his n^en^ers, John 
17.21. 

Mr* Ant. Surge fs on John 17. 
and 1 C<>r.j. 

Queft. Hw PMj it te f roved ttat SbfP^^ 
Divifions in Church or State are fo dan-- 
gerous^ and deftruHlve ? 

^nfw^ By the examples •£ all ages: ji„n^ 
As long as the Jet^s were at unity 
amongft themfelves in David's jznd So^ 
lemons time, they flouriflied exceeding^ 
ly : but ft> f oon as they were divided in- 
to ten Tribes, and two Tribes, they prc- 
fently began to war one againft aiiO' 
cher, whereby a door was opened to 
forraign invaiions, and at laft to their 
utter deftrudion. As long as Alexan^ 
der the great lived> and kept the Greci-- 
an Empire in Unity, it greatly flourifli- 
ed : but after his death ^ whenb^ W&\ 
Maj^ Generals it was d4<ndeA"vQto\ 
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parts , their Divifions cncrcafcd till 
they had dcftroycd one another. 
Whilft the Empire of Rome continued 
entire, itcncreafcd, and flouriftied ex- 
ce idini;ly : but fo foon as it was divided 
into the Eafterny and weftcrn Entire, it 
declined) tUl at laft it came to utter de^ 
ftruftion . When jerfHalcm ^ was bc- 
fie^ed by lltus yy^fajiams^ there were 
three great fa(^ions in it under three 
chief Captains ; Jehochanany ElenzjBr^ 
and Simc9nj who killed more by their 
mutual quarrels, then the Romans with- 
out did, and this proved the ruine of 
that famous City. The like may be faid 
by Conftantinople^ when it was taken by 
the THrkj : But we need to look no fur- 
ther then to EnaUndto fee howdeftttt- 
£live Divifions in a State arc : Whefl 
Gf/V firftentredinto jBnV^/»^hc was 
caHed in by the faftion of Mahdukra- 
tins : And TacitHs acknowledges, that 
the FaAions, and Divifions which were 
amongjft i\i^ Brit ains^ gave advantage 
to the Rffman Viftories. Afterwards | 
f^pni^crwj that had gotten the Britifh 
Kingdom by a faction , called in the 
S^xonty who taking advantage of thofe 
Divifions amongft the Brit aims , made 
cJiemfelvQS Mafiers of alK So like- 
wife 
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vife when the Normans conquered Lh^ 
^ land J they were called in by Factions 
hat were here, efpecially the fa^ion 
>f Earl Goodwin^ and his fon Tofiane. 
Sut I need not mention the miferies of 
England in the factions times of the 
?^rtfw-wars: nor in the woful Divifions 
between the two houfes of Torky and 
Z^ancafier. Our eyes have fecn the fad 
tk&i^ of our late Divifions' , and our 
learts ake to think of the miferies that 
re coming upon us by reafon of the 
ontinuance, and increafe of Divifions 
niongft us, 

■^left. But why are Dlvijlons lode--- Qnefi. 
hrn^ive t9 KtngdomSyStatc^^ Cities^ and 
families} ^ } a r 

An^w.VMy Becaufc inteftins divifions I ^^/^ 
leftroy all thofe things that are as walls, 
md Bulwarks to prcfcrve a Nation 
horn Ruine ; As , 

I. Divifions deftroy the peace of al; 
Kingdom, ^ Now there is nothing thir i 
prcferves a Kingdom more then peace :[ 
The Hebrews comprehend all blefling5 • 
under the name of Pcac^ ; Heaven it 
fclfis TranqHiUltas pacts. Takeaway 
peace^andyou deftroy a Kingdom. In- 
iced,^ no outward ^leffinjis lealv^xw 
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12- Divilions take away the 
« Kingdom. Now Unity is i 
pccfcrver of Church and Stai 
of every thing : what prcfervc 
brick of Heaven f ro.n falling i; 
but the Union, and Conjuntti 

Sans of it. The Church of 
rlt, Catente iidh'4c fav^HineC 
feram fpeaks> wbilft the blood 
was yet warm, was at unity 
and nourished exceedingly. 



The Church was then I 



Virgin, attended with all the 
Gods Spirit , as with fo ma: 
maids; But when it fell into 
it loft its Virginity, and all 
maids forfook her. Unity i' 
andfodecthatccments a Kit 
Church together : and thercf 
calls love the hmi tf perfifi 
3.i<5. 

Secondly, AsDivifionstal 
thofc things chat are the bun 
upholdanation, fotheyopei 
aIlkini3of mifcty: they are 
Jor^'j box, which being once 
out-flcw all kind of Sickneffes 
cafes; As , 

I. Where are intertine '. 
(here dwells Strlfe^and Envyy 
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hefc zvtythere is QonfHfton^^^ every evil 
^orkjtjam. j.id. 

2. They open a door to let in a for- 
:aign enemy. 

3. They fo weaken a Kingdom that 
Jieymakc it unable torefitt aforraign 
enemy. U^ita wfortiorj ftren^th con-* 
joineais much ftrongcr ; buc divided jis 
nuch weakened. - 

4. Divifions fet a Kingdom againft 
cfeif) and then it cannot fiand^MztAz. 
5. they bring in Civil wars, which of 
II others arc moft uncivil : For , 

^ I. There are no wars fo unnatu- 
ral as Civil wars : The Father 
fights againft the Child : the Child 
againft his Father. Friend againft 
friend, &c. 

2. There is no war fo^ruel, as 
Civil War. The H agar ens ^tanA A- 
mmonitesy'mAMoabltesy and f^^- 
mites-^ were the greateft enemies 
that //r^^/ had, bccaufe they were 
nearly related to them.. Odia 

Iprpximornm fnnt acerrima. the 
hatred of brethren is mdft bitter 
when they fall out. So Jud. 20, 
28. , ' • 

3- Thefe wars ate ttvoft. ut.> 
cbcrous : for there \n\\V A^vj^'s* 
D ^ V^ 
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Ibe falfebretfarcn,ihat vvilllal 
betray their brethren intc 
hands of their.encmies. Con: 
therefore as .?^^-9-^>3>4>5. 

14- Thefe of aJI wars arc 
uncomfortable , therefore 
- Ifrdel had overcome Benj. 
I infleadof rejoycing, they ; 
\a weeping, JWx. 21 .2. 

Q^Qi.whdt are we mifchiefes 
froceede from QHurch Dlvijions ? 

Knfw. Firft, Hereby Gods ns 
exceedingly diflionoured, and th 
Religion ill fpoken of. Julian 
againft Reli^;ion in his days , b 
[as he (aid] Chriftians lived toi 
as fo many dogs and bears, rendin 
paring one another : who then 

I he^ would be fo fimplc as to bec( 
Chriftian. 

Secondly, Its a mighty hindera 
all Reformation i as the build 
Babel was hindred by the confu 
Tongues : fp is the builc ing ol 
alfo. For every oiie drives to pr 
his own private way of Reform 
and to hinder all otht:s.Fftp!:anh 
zhdRovy olMcletiftSj and P.r^r 
Blfhops Jc^otii Confeflors of the 

Iftim Faith : botl^ oi tWv <^wji 
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ictclc mines for their Profdfion, 
)on a imal difference, fell into 
t a Scioifmy that they drew a par- 
between each other, and would 
Id Communion together in the 
orfhipof Chili, for vvhich not- 
nding , they joynily fuffered ; 
difl'ention of theirs caufcd fuch 
^^in the Church,as did it greater 
en any open perfecution. 
:dly , Hereby our common enc- 
much encouraged, whofehopc 
evailing is built upon our Divifi- 



\ 



-lereby the hearts of Gods people 
ghtily diftrafted : many arc hin- 
rom Converfion , and even the 
themfelves have loft much of the 
of godlincfs in their lives : and 
lot DC otherwife whilft one Mini- 
eacheth one thing as the truth , 
lother prcacheth the qioite con- 
;vith as much confidence as the 
r, and many arc hindred from 
lion: For who will venture into a 
lat is toffed with contrary wavcjf 
^ady to fink ? and the godiy them- 1 
are much hindred in tnc fludy >aiid | 
fc of faith and RepcntatMifc -^xSosav ^ 
being Pken up w«5^ vatvtcrfSy^' 
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Difputations, fo that they have little 

leafure to repent , and profecutc the 

power of godlinefs. 

Fifthly, By our Divifions godly Mi- 

nifters are mightily difcouragcd, fo that 
I many grow weary of their (landings in 
I the Church , and are ready to leave 

their places, and retire to a private 

life. 

Sixthly, Hereby a door is opened to I 

all kind of Athelfm: Donotfomcfay, 

we know not of what kind of Religion 

to be, and therefore we will be of 

none. 

Seventhly,Thcfe Divifions open a wide 

door to the utter ruine of our Nation. 

For they bring in deadly hatred, that 

brcakcth all the bonds, even of nature 

itfelf; as Cbrift foretels, J^ A« 16. i. 

They fhall kjU you^ ^mi therein thinly 

they do ^od good fervlce^ 

Qjieft. H9W mAHy forts of ilfcontent^ 

ed ferfons are there amongfl us which 

nottrifh thefe Divifions ? 

c^».Firft,fuch as are difcontentcd out 
of Tride^ and Covetotifnsfst^ bccaufc 
they cannot get thofe places of profit, 
and honor that they expeft ; or bccaufc 
they have not the credit with the peo- 
ple that others have •, Vvttic^ ^^^ ^-V 
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ike the publick proceedings, and make 
parties and fadions. Tbcfc, Whatfo- 
evc^r their pretences are, jervcnotour 
Lo0d ]ff/f*s Chrijiy hut their own telly : 
ani ky good wdrds)^ and fair ffceches^ dc^ 
ceive the hearts of the fn^fU^ Romans 

I6.i8. 

Secondly, Such as are diiconrented 
out of a blind zeal, and b^caufe they 
think that if matters of Rcli^jion wer^ 
once fctled , their erroneous ways 
would be difcountenanced , th crefore 
they labor to put> and keep all things 
in a confufion, that thereby their party 
may encreafe. For as Toads, andSer-l 
pcnts breed, and grows in dark,and dir- 
ty cellars ; fo do Sefts, Errors^and He- 
re fie s grorV in times of diftraAion, and 
divifion. Thefc defire to fifli in trou- 
bled water,becaufe then they can cdtch 
moft fifli: Thcfe are like unto Sanballat^ 
and T^tiahy whoforefeeing that if the 
Temple were built, their way of wor- 
fliip uponMount Gerefin would be con- 
tcmned , therefore they did all they 
could to difgrace, and difcouragc 
that bufincfs ^ fo do thefc all fetclc- 
ment. 

Thirdly, Such as beinj dlfcotyxfctiXft.^^ 
perlbjjs, aiBud) our peace bv vi^^ olt^- 
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Queft. ^hat may move hs to enieavm 
nfter unit J ? 

Anfnf. firft, Confidcr how pathe- 
tically, and emphatically God by the 
Aptoftle Paul periwades us to ic. As 
I Cor. 1. 10. New I befeech ym hrt- 
thrtn bj t'hs name of our Lord. Jefus 
Chrifijthat you allffeak, th fame things 
and that there be no .^ivlfions amongfiyo*^ 
but that jou be perfectly joined togithsr 
Un the fame mini y ani the fame fwlge- 
Iment :and Agam,Phil. 2.1,2. /f/Afrf^ 
therefore any confolation in Chnfi^ if any 
comfort of love^ if any fellBX9%f of the 
Spirlty if any bovpelsy and mercies^ ful- 
fill you my joy , that you be ^ hks 
minded^ having the fame tove^ bjing of 
oneaccordy of on f mind j &c. 

Secondly, Confidcr thofc excellent 
Arguments laid down ,£pA.4.3,4>5A 
of which before. ^ . 

3.Iy,Con(ider what an horrible fin it is 
to divide ont from another, and to live 
in hatred, and variance one with ano- 
ther. Its a work of thifiefhy (j^/.^.xp, 
ZOyZi . It excludes from the Kingdooi 
ofHeaven.So ^^v,22.i5.Such arc dogs 
that intertear one another.lt makes un- 
fit to partake of the Sacramento Mat. ^, 
25. Ic makes God to &Ittf>i c»\t l^Ksw^N;^ 
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hy sjfa.$ 8.4.yca it turns our prayers in- 
to curfcs : For wc pray to ht forgiven as 
f9e forgive ^ therefore if we live in ha- 
tred, and variance, we pray not to be 
forgiven, ^ejm eft-fclndtre ecclejtamj 
quam facrlficare Idolo , faith CyfrUn ; 
Schlfme in the Church is a greater fin 
then Idolatry. Aafttn faith, J ts a grea- 
ter finne then Herefie : As God him- 
felf declared ffaith he)when he punifli- 
cd Schlfmatlcal Corah , and hiscom- 
piny , with a greater puniftimcnt then - 
ever he punifhed IdoUurs^oi Hernlckj^ 

Fourthly,confidcr the woful miferies I 
and mifchicfs that arc brought into our I 
Church and State by reafon of our Di- j 
vifionj'. If all the Jefultes in the Chri- 
ftian worId,If all the devils in hel fliould 
joyne together to confpirc our ruine , 
chey could n ot finde out a more rea- 
dy way then this which they havf pra- 
ftifcd' of late years, to keep up, and en- 
crenfi our divMons : the woful cffe<ft$ 
frtiercof are fo obvious that I need not 
mention them. 

Fifthly , confider the great happi- 
octfe that would accrue to Church and 
Jute, if our breaches were healed. If 
ill the Saints on earth ) and Ktx^e.\sSs\' 
wt'ca (hould Andy to finder Qfva. 
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\^rj to favc England from ruine , ct 
could not findc out a readier way th 
by uniting us together. England 
an \jUtui divided from all the wor 
1 and if it were not divided withir 
fclfe > it need not feare all i 
world. 

Sixthly ,the very Heathens were ca 
ful to maincaine unity and peace 
times of publick danger. Pint arch i 
us that Ariji ides , and ThemiflQ 
from their very child-hoods were 
fquablmg, and could never a^ 
together : But when a comn 
enemy came againft them , j 
fildes went to Themfioclesy and fiM* 
him: SifaptamHSyomljfatandemy ( 

If we be wife, let us now leave off 
former contentions, and apply 
felves unanimoufly to promote the \ 
lick good. 

Seventhly, confider that the ^ 
Devils in hell agree to promote t 
own Kingdom : and if Satan were 
vlded againft Satan^ his Kingdom c 
netftand. 

^ucftk JVhat other means may we 
for procuring Unity ^ and Ptace ? 

Anfw. FirftjLet us all labor to n 
our peace with God)and God will o 

/ 



' 



peace one with another. Tran- 
Dens tranqmllat omnia. If God 
•eace with us, he will make the 

ones in the jireet to be at peace with 
fofir wajfespleafe the Lordyhe will 
HY very enemies to he at peace with 
)N.\6ri. But when by fin we pro- 
}od, he hath threatned to.daih us 
ainft another, J^r.i ^.13. 
ondly. Take heed of that Socini- 
nion mentioned before^of an un- 
ed toleration of all Religions , 

will certainly bring confulibn; 
: the fame door that all Religions 

in , the true Religion will go 



irdly, be cloathed with humility, 
hac 

With humility of judgement to 
that others may know the truth 
11 as our felves, to have a low e- 
eofour own underftanding. For 
%t thinkf ^^ kjtowes any things 
th nothing as he ought to k?ow ^ 1 
J. 2. and i£anymanteach otherwife^ 
he is proftd , kpowing nothing^&c. 

n.(J. 3,9. Let us not therefore be 

'n our own eyes , nor lean to our own 
fiandingyVtoV.i.%. 

/Vitb humUiry of hcatt. KuWtsv- 
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ble hcsii is a ijuiec pcacea 
and ic will not dilirad'l , or ( 
peace of a Naiioii by unnt:c 
[lutaiiom. 

Founhly, labour for contei 
world, and all worldly thing 
fions oft arifc out of bafe cov 
the love of the world divid 
IzamP-ml. 

Fifthly, pray for the fpirit 
nefle, pacience, long-fufferin 
mortified atfeflivins. For 
ma'is fUrreihupJirifft&c. Pi 
Hence , Mark. 9- ?o. Waij 
yoitr [the!, (i. e, the fait ol 
cation /' md have fact on, 
other. 

Sixthly^ let all thy private 
fwallowedup in the publick | 
thecaufc ofChrittand hi? C 
dearer Co thee then thy own 
tfiisframc offpirit willexccc 
dine thee to all lawful ways 
and unity. 

Seventhly, Nip divifions u 
and quench the fire of concent 
biginnin;;. 

Eighthly, yecld one to ar 
peace fake. As nAbr«hAm^vi\ 
his right up. ro ipf for peace- 
~l^ . 
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Ninthly, take faced of groundlcfs fof. 
^itionS) and jealouHes one of another, 
rhis is a great caufe of many diflempers 
imongft us. 

Tencbly, to heal out Divifions , ytt 
ntift nuke confcience to filence all 6\it 
private opinions, and differences} /?p^. 
14.22. Hafl thffH fait hj have it tdthy 
^elf before God : DilturB not the Churcli 
vith thy private faith. Indeed if it 
5c ahfolately neceffary to fahrarion^ 
ts charirv to acgiiainc the Church of 
God wirn it : but if we can be faved 
without it, this is not a fit time t6 
3roach any new opinions. 

Qucft. H'hether may tMaglfhatti 
^yranniz^e over mens fonfcientes f 

Anf-w. By no means : Yet its the 
duty of Magiftrates to reftraine men 
E'rom infefiing their fobjeftswith foul- 
deftroying errours. Magtftrates arc 
bound to keep fuch from fpreadiiig their 
infedHons to the undoing of the fouls 
of their fubjefts : as appears, 2 Chron. 
X5.13. and ?4.32. £*r^. io,8. Deut. 
*3.^>^.- r Kings %'^.x. they arc QoJU 

Mmifiers for this end , Rom. I ?. 4, 

iP,et.2.i5^. they are not onely keepers, 

but vindices ntriufcpie tabuU ^ ^tAQor 

crs oftbofe tbzt traufgreft ctdiet ol 0» 
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Tables. Indec!d Magillraces are wifely 
ED dutinguiili between perfons,atid per- 
A>ns> and between errours and errours. 
Some perfons are piou^;, and peaceable; 
others curbulenc, and furious. Some 
errors are fuch as fubverc the Fakh, 
and deilroy the power of godlinefle : 
Others are of a leflfer nature which may 
ft^oiid wich godlmeffa, and with anu« 
nity in the-Faith> and if it be lawful for 
them to ihut up a man that bach the 
plague on bis body that he may not 
i^i^ others : furely they may rcftraio 
a^ mtin that bath the plague of /f^r/r 
upon his foul ^ that be ouy not deftroy 
(befouls 6f thoufands : For fuch Hm- 

Jies do iAt AS d Canker. 

lAv.Qi^MJSParl, Ser. Decema ?.i 6jU 
' Queft. //^» ms/ Schifmc be S* 
ftiffgnifhed i . . 

tA.Cttmirwt makes a Mo£oldSchifm, 

Firfl, negatiYe> which colififis in a 

j perfonal forbearing of any thing which 

will undoubtedly pollute us : and this is 

agoodfeparation. 

. SccQnclly,Pofitive, when there is 
pot only a denying of communicm 
^tth others : but a fudden confociaciBj 
I of themfelves into diftin£l bodies, into 
llitdt lodepcndctit Cc(!x^t.^ak)ifi& ^ 
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:heinfelvcs for th^ worfliip, andl 
fervice of God^ and this will not, fo 
cafily as fotnc imagine, be juftilicd to 
hold confiftency with the peace, 
and order which is fo delirable in the 
j Churches of Chrill. 

' Qucft. fVhat concUfions m^y be laid 
itfWH id^OHtfef oration } 

jinjw. Firft, that there muft no fe- 
ftration be made from Fellowfliip with 
the Catholick Church : for this would 
r«nd the very body of Chrift himfelfe : 
He calls the Church his hodj^ ihtful- 
^Jfe of him that fillet h all in all , Eph. 

^•23. It would dif-jovnt that fwcete 
harmony , which is tne beauty , and 
ftrength- of that body, Efhe/.^.i6. In 
this Our pilgrimage we muft ftill be 
coming to this thurch, but never fe- 
parating from it , becaufe in coming 
Bi^her we come to Jcfw the amhour of 
the Net9 Covenant^ Hcbr. X2« 22, 

25,24- . 

Secondly, we may not make a fepa- 
rarion from a particular Church, oe- 
caufe there are fome defeats found in 
it : For if defedls binde us to fcpara- 
tiojQ, to what particular Qiurch /hall 
we atfociate our felves, wherein fome 
dcfefts wiff not be foiind i Obly the 
^ . E2 QtoKSciV 
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Church trlnrnphant is abfolutcly 
feft : weeds will be fpringing up i 
Cods gardens here upon earth. 

^eft. But whdt If fame wicked 
fons c^nx'ime in CkHrehfoclctyy doti 
that give 9CCAfioH of fef oration \ 
thers i 

A. Tolleratine of fome wicked 
I Tons in a Church is noc a fuffic 
ground for others prefcntly to fcpj 
from it. For, 

1 . That toHerating may be onlj 
errour,and infirmity in the Chuj 
wherein we arc to bear .with it, 
not thereupon to fcparatc from it 

Antes In his cafes ofconfcience^ tj^c 
Scft. 15*^ 

2. Patience is to be ufed to a p 
cuhr brother when he is overt 
with a fault, Ga/.6.i\ much more 
we exprefs it to a Church. 

:?. The fttddca feparating of 
godly is not a likely way to cure a 
Church ; buc rather puts it into a i 
defperate condition. 

Qaeft. Doth m fclUwfhif 
wliksd men in the Ordinances > 
them ineffe£hial ? 

Anfw. Their wickcdneflc s 
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c to fuch others whom the I^ord in- 
cth, and for whom he hath prepared 
rfc Gofpel dainties. Will a loving 
ther deny his children bread, becaufe 
nc doggcs are crept under the T?- 
i? Hence 3( 1 Cmnth. ii. 28. Let 
nan examine hlmfelfe : He faith not, 
X him examine all others that 
►me. 

Objcd. Bfity I Cor. 5.5. the Afojlie- 
hhy that a little leaven leavenetb the 
hole lumf} 

Anfjf. Profane pcrfons leaven a 
hurch Phyfically , not by their pre^ 
Bcc fimply bscaufe they are there 1 
)r then the prefence of an hypocrite 
ing in Church fello wiliip, would lea- 
n all, if bare prefence did it i bat mo- 
lly by his impurity , he being fuffcr- 
without cenfure for fo ^reat an of- 
ace, doth cmboMenand harden o- 
5rs in (in , whereby the whole Con- 
sgation might in time be fourcd with 
:n leaven : Jhe prefence of an un- 
Janc pcrfon cannot hurt you , fur- 
crthen you make his unclcannefs 
urs, by jiof doing your duty a^ 
inftif. 

Obj. But tfje Afdftle foithy iCor,io, 
U Tw hhj fffoftj are one bread ? 
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^»/».If an unworthy perlb, 
to Gods Ordinances, and 
coTimuninn with the Saints 
doth obtain this advantage, 
profeflion to fcemc one bread, 
body with them, yet this doi1 
ply that the Saints are therel 
one with him in his wicket 
an unclean perfon ch;i!ien 
then isduc to him , thi^ dsth 
vcfl the Saints of what is their 
their priviledgc , nor mult 
them from pcrformini; that fe 
they owe to Chrift being call 
they muft remember Chri 
dca.ih,though others forget h 
their duty towards him, 
, Obj. hut 1 c/innot do thofe . 
prejffed, }Aizth. iS.i^,&c. 
tu communion rvicfj fuch a 
Ur Church J ymy J mt 
rate ? 

Anfw. Firft, in thisfafc a 
need be clearly fatisfied, tha 
ties of admoniihing, &c. th 
tioned,behisdiity,^j'o hicyi:^ 
fuch, abd fuch circumOances : 
tive precepts, though they i 
pmper, yet not ad ^erttper ; thi 
^inde rac to a^t ia every jui 
things, 
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Jecondly, a man likewifc before he 2, 
aratc from a Church ,bccaufe he caq- 
: do his duty therein, he had need 
fure that his not being in a capacity 
do his duty to the fuU, be a fufficient 
amd of reparation ; the order, Mat. 
, is to caft off an Offender if he 
ire not the Church , not to call 
the Church if flic cenfure not 



;^eft. ButMaywenotdeJife commtf- 
n with the fHrefi Churches ? 

t/fftfif.You may : yet withal obferve 
w it may be obtained with the 
ice, order, and edification of the 
lurches : Its poffible co remove to 
3ther Church , without . fcparation 
•m your owne : only let fuch as 
nk of feparating remember Aefc two 
ngs. 

Firft^tryto pomote purity in your 
TiChurch,and to fepatatfe all impu- f 
^ from it, before you feparate , or ga- 
:r Churches out of Churches. Eridea- 
ur to feparate the drofe from amongft 
LI, before you . ieparacc your (klvcs 
m the true s;old. 

Secondly^ if at laft you will needs fe- 
rate, do not uncharitably condeoms. ^ 
: true Church that youlcaw^- ^^x\ 
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$aints do leparace, lee ic be> 

1. A prudenc reparation , from 
vil, not. from good: from the vi! 
not from tbcj ipvtfiousy Rom.iz.g. u 

hcnrihat which is evil^ani cleave tot 
wh^chu goodj, 

2. A pious reparation, from evil 
to good : iiot from one evil to anot 
npc from Tjrannj to Andrchy , 
from prelatical ufurpation to pof 
liccntjioufnefs. 

3. A peaceable reparation. Scps 
from the unclean without a Schij 
ngt ran>ly condemning all that c 
not up to your height : not as on 
fefting a proud fingdarity : but as 
neccffiratcd to withdraw out of 
tendemelfe of copfcience 9 apd as 
who labours to fleafe his neighboH? 
good to edification -i Rom. 1 5.1,2. 

4. A lovingfeparation: though 
cartft not cpncurre in fome opi: 
and practices vvherein the Scripti 
lovys a latitude y yet continue u 
in a^cdion > though in c 
Chuf che$, ftill ftrivifig together f 
Faith of the ColpelyVhiL i .27. 
Dr. Hills ggodfefardtlon^ 
^ueft. JVh^t u Schifm I 
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>rdivifion of things ibac were, or 
hould be undivided : and as its ca- 
ccn in the matters of ReIij;ion, ic iig- 
liiies a rupture in the communion, or 
rom the communion of the Church : 
ipon unnecelTary, and unwarrantable 
auies, and ground?. Society and com- 
nunionare ofsrcat importance, and 
iie evil oiSch)fm is aniwcrable to the 
;ood of comnrnm^n', and if Schi/nte 
be made upon a caufe not warranted 
by the word of God; itsafmnc of an 
high nature ; the formality of Schlfm 
confifts in the rupture, o: departing, 
thoueh the coalition , or joyning in 
newoodies, which was called, fettin.-; 
up jiltar againfi jiltar , may make ic 
more pernicious. So that Schlfme 
fimply , and nakedly , is a breaking off j 
from the communion of the Church uo- 
on fuch oroundj as are not wp.rranted I y 
Gods WoVd, as namely, u hen the fame 
Faith and doftrineinthe fubthntial'^is 
held: yet through paflions> or private 
ends, and fancies , there is offvince ta- 
ken at leffer matters of fa6t, or order , 
and fo a divorce is made for fuch faults 
in the yoke- fellow as are far ihort of 
adultery : As if the members of any 
jQf thofe feven Jfia» Cl)urcbes. lliould 
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Queft. 



Anfvp. 



/ 



have feparaced becaufc of fome droffc 
in tkoic £olde9f Candlsftlcks ; the Da- 
nsn/i-s who fcparaccd upon that princi- 
ple, thit there was no true Chnrch where 
goed and had are mixed y and that the 
cbafFe ip the floor made the wheat un- 
clean , was an open Schifmti : • both in 
breaking off from the Churches of 
I Chrift,and in aflfumin'^ liberty to ered 
I nevvChurchesjwhich tney affirmed to be. 
I the onl y true C hutches of Chrift. 

Mr. F^. l^ines Pari. Serm. 

.^eft. May we^n^t feparate from a 
vijihle Church fsr the corruptions in 
it J though they b: not in fundam^n^ 
tals ? 

%Anfw^ NojVveread not of any of 
the Prophets in the Old Tcftament| 
that left the Church ; but in moft cor- . 
rupt times continued in it , reproving » 
and threatning, praying, and mourning 
for them,but not feparating from them. 
St. Auftine obferves,that Ez^kj>^.^x\\t^ 
were marked that mourned for the fins of 
the timts , not that fcparated themfclvcs 
from the Church. In the New Tcfta- 
ment neither Chrift, nor his Apoftles 
forfook the Church, but continued in 
I it, though marvellous corrupt , ceach* 
ling J reproving, and tno>3Xxaa.%€or tr 
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^hc fix ^//i» Churches arc blamed for 
their corruptions , but none bid to Icpn- 
rate for the 11. To this purpofc is that , 

Queft. P^hat r.a[e>:s n:ay Ife rendrcd\ 
fortius ? ' I 

Anfrp. Firft, None ought to fepantc j 
from a true Church of ChrifK Now fuch 
is an , aflembly profetfing the true faith, 
notwithftandine: other corruriion^. 

Secondly, Separation, and Kxcom- 
munication from a true Church is thi 
moft heavy, and greatell cenfure of the? 
Church) which as no man fnould in.ur 
by his evil behaviour : fo no man ought 
to infiift upon himfelf for the corrupti- 
ons of others, vvlio happily deferve to 
be fepararcd themfelves. St. Jtii i-4 
told Petilian^ thit he did not well to 
leave Chrifts heap of cornjbecauicfomc 
chafF^vasflill in ir,till the ^reat winno.v- 
ing day : and that he ibewed himfelf to 
be lighter chaff, driven out by the wind 
of tentation, that flctV out ocfore the 
coming of Chrirt, the Winnower : Its | 
folly to leave the Jewels, and (old in 
the Gold-finers rtiop, becaufc of the 
iron tonics ^ and hUck^ cods. Noah 
left not the Ark, becaufe o£ the vjc^c\r»n. 
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Mr. Stocky on MaL 
tiga JSgcft, How may we frevent fedu^m 

^ hy SchlfmatUkj ? 

nfw.i. Anfw. Firft, Labor for AVifdom ro 
difccrn between main Truths in Do- 
iftrine> and infcripr in DifcipUnc. J^r- 
rufalem was the holy City before J^che- 
miah built the vvalls of it. 

Secondly, Labor to reforin thine own 
jheart firft, and then thy Family, and if 
it be in thy power, go further to thc| 
houfeof God: but if it be not in thy 
power, betake thy felf to prayers, and 
tears . 

Thirdly, Be low in thine own eyes, 
fufpefltthy own Judgement, condemn 
not , much lefs contemn thofc that arc 
not every way as thy felf, - , 

Fourthly , Mmifeft thy felf to be a 
found Chriftian by the badge of Chrift, 
which is love : By this (lallallmen kpffw 
thiit joHare my Difcivles^ ifjf^^ '^^^ ^»^ 
another. Stndy to be ^niety .( faith the 
Apoftle)^/;i follow things that concern 

Peace. Love will make the beft, even of 
bad things, and give a charitable con- 
ftruftion of things doubtful! , and picy , 
and pray for fuch as crr,efpecially if they 
jdo it out of Ignorance, 

Dr. Thomas T^i/<|r otk tV Te>tt 
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QucR. How d$th the c$mmon enemy 
nfiillf0tfwint9tbefeofle t9 maksy and 
'Qmcnt cur Divifiens ? 

Anfw. Firft, By crying up a boundlcfs, 
ind univerfal liberty for every man to 
each) publidi) and iniinuate into others 
vbatfocverDofkrtnes hepkafetb,thouoh 
hey tend never fo much to the oe- 
truAiott of Peace 9 Truth and God- 
inefs. 

Secoi^dly^ By cryix^ down the coer- 
ive Power of the Ma^rate in matters 
Df Religion, thatfo there may be no 
ledge to keep the wolves out. 

Thirdly, By bringing into contempt 
he able, and faithfuil Minifters of 
he Gofpel^as Anti-Chriilian hirelings , 
lad Sedicers, that fo, whatfoevet Ar- 
guments they (hall produce in defence 
3f the Truth , may be wholly flight- 
d by the prejudice againft their per- 
fons. 

Fourthly, 1^ decrying Learning, 
and the UniverhtieS)^ as things rather 
dangerous then fubfervient to Religion , 
that fo there may be no fmith in IfrMly 
left the Heirewt malK them fwordss and 
fpears,! Sdm.i^np- 

Fifthly, By crying down the miift- 
tenaaceof the Mmiftry, that when that 
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6. 






X. 



I is taken away) no man may breed his 
child to a hungry, lean, ftarvcd ProfeGsi- 
on, znd b> Emijfaries fvvho have an in- 
vlliblc maintenance from abroad ) may 
the more freely fprcad their fnares. 

sixthly. By putting Dodrines,' which 
in their o^n proper colors, would bcdc- 
fpiied,inco adiiguiic, and giving th'ctn 
another name that they may not be 
known to beth^ thing which they arc, 
(hat in the duk, and under a: vail , Leak 
may go for R^chel^ and in ik mantle, the 
Devil may be taken for SumueL . . 
Qu elh Bo>p may thefe h freventei ? 
Aff9, Magiitrates muft be convin- 
ced tliat it is their duty to look after the 
intereft of the Church of Chrift, and 
to fee that it be prcferved from per- 
nicious, and de(iru6live evils: as will ap^ 
pear if they remember 

Firft , That the Lord hath exprefly 
commanded that Idolators, and £nri- 
ccrs to Idolatry , Blafphcmcrs , prc- 
fumptuous, andprophane Dcfpiftrs (tf 
(JoasLavvs, fliQuld be piinillied, EAr^i. 
22.20. Lev.z/^. i6. 7Viw».i^. 30, Jl, 
£> /#f . 1 5 . ^, & c. 1(5. wbich puniihmetus 

I could not be infliftedbyanv but fcwthc 

I Magiftratc , and therefore they ought to 
jhjLvc a care to piefem tbaChMtcfefrofli 

cfcIiruAWz evils. 
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ondly , That Princes arc com- 
id to kjf^ the SoHjyMch notes their 
uty, and care of him^ and his in- 
> andnoc to fufifer any to didio- 
hiixi, or prophane his Worflup, 
2. 1 2. and for this reafon the Law 
t into the hand of the ISin^yDita. 
not barely in order to hit pri- 
i^onvcrfation , ffor fo it concerns 
It as a Keeper and Mainrainer of 
t he might caufe others to keep 

rdly. That accordingly^godly Ma- 
rs in Scripture have conftancly bin 
s to keep the Church of God i 
di fubveriive and dangerous cor- I 
IS , and to command that all 
ihould be done in the Church ac- 
g to the direftion of God in his 
^J^ih.-^jS. Jt^flf"!^^ commanded the 
to take up the Ark j and to, bear 
rethe people, zSam.6.2. David 
peciai order for bringing home 
f. And 1 Chr9n. in diverfc chap- 
: read of his fin^ar care in fetting 
er the worlhip of God. Afa 
the Church from ftrange Gods , 
laces, Imaeet, &c^ ahdcom- 
d the people co feek the Lord, 
datbe LavYjwliereby theKingdom 



■ 



t^mmm 






^4 



Q««r//(j»S, and Cafes of Conj 



was quiet, nocfecinanuproitr, 
i^ 1, 1- And afrenvards (ipon i 
Iwaiion of the Prophet, he tocA 
todo [he like, and put down hi; 
frombejnj Qticcn forti^r Idola 
^/jro//. ii.Sjitfi and prcfcni 
lo.vs. There was n^morev^r^ • 
Thelil(eJfAi»/-(yi<»rdid, and fc 
lime blelsings , j Chron. 1 7. tf , 
Hexjek\»h bcjan hb good reign 
forming tbe Church, and reftori 
WorlTiip, iClmn.ig.i. to Ii 
continued to do, chaf.7,. t,3,^, 
31.T, c^ II. ai. So did ^* 
ter^b Repcntj.nce, 2 (^W?; 
See how hi:;h)y Jofah is comr 
1 JC(V^.i5',2^. and that for his 
purge ths Charch of Gbd , 2 
U5. Tlielikccarevve findiol 
hemiahi fA-tp.i ^9, 24.2X. an 
T«yi>nbd 10 build the Temple, 
7,10. And whcD Idolatry cr. 
^//>A',«'shoufe, and the Tribe 
its imputed to this. At that t\ 
was no King in Jfrtttfy^wi^. 17. 
18.1. 

Objca. But thefe are tki Oi 
went examples J and thefe King- 
were Types of Chrifi herein , 
Gads people are a wiliingpeopleytt 
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fere npt nttder any exertion f 

Anfw. Firft, Whatfoeveris writreoy hnfw.i, 
is written for our learning : the exam- 
ples of good Princes under the Old Te-^ 
(lament are recorded for the inftru&i- 
eriy and encouragement of Magilirates 
now : or elie we might- rejed all the 
holy examples of good works done un- 
der the Old Tettament. 

Secondly, Though Chrifts people be ^^ 
a wiUing peoplcy yet fa far as they arc 
Fle(h, they are weak as vveU as willmg,- 
MdUT^.^i^ and being fubjefk to fin , 
dicy muft be under Government too. 
For wherefoevcr there is a body of 
loen, who through finfull weaknefs are 
fiibjeft to mifcarriages ; there is a ne- 
ccffity of Government to prevent, and 
licalthem. 

Thirdly, Where there arc the fame 
Reafons of a pra<ftife, the fame pra^ife 
ought to continue^excepc it be repealed ; 
£ut the fame Reafons remain ftili : the 
Truth, and Worfliip of God ought to be 
as devto Magiftrates new, as it was 
then/ Leaven and Corruption creep 
into the Church as well^ now as then : 
God is as mucb.difhonoured, the fouk 
«of men as much e»dangeredi& Satan as I 
buiie an adyeriary now as tVieA^dD«$tetoR\ 
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the fame remedies fliould be ufed 
as then. 

Fourthly, There are Hipocriccs 
Hcretickj in the Church, as well 
willing people, againftwhom wc 
feverity ufcd by Cnrift bimfelf v-ar 
Apoftlcsw Chrift fcourged the bu] 
and Sellers out of the Tcmple,f (>ib; 
Teter pronounced a doleful fcni 
upon fiAnmas^ and Sdfhir^y K6t. 
^ ,9. which ads, though extraordi 
yet they teach us, that an Eranjgi 
eftate hath need as well of a Roc^ 
a Spirit of mcekuefs, i C»r.4.2t. 

Fifthly, Its prophefied of the 1 
of the Gofpel, that Kings (hall h 
fing fathers t9'the Church. 7/4.49.23 
T^;// tells us, that thej are for a ter 
evil dosrsy Rom. 1 3. 3,4. which v 
refpeft good and evil in the firft 
as well as in the fecond. ^ We arc r 
t9frayf(fr Kings y and (or all that . 
Authority y that we may under them 
qmet^andpeaceatle lives in all godli 
andhmsfljf^Wi that which is thee 
our prayer, is likewife the end of 
Autnority ; and if it be their du 
pteovidc for cpiiet, peace, and hon 
itif TOptovide for godlinefs too, i 

1 2^iy%.C»9tfimim^ Tbeodojms^ V^t 
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^m-,j0ftima»y O'c. are highly commend- 
ed for making Edi<^s, calling Councils , 
prohibicing , and punidiing Hcrdies, as 
appears in all Authors. 

Sixthly, Whatfocver things are in 
.thcmfelves dangerous> and dcftruilive 
to the profpcricy of States, and Nations, 
come under the proper cognizance of 
the Civil Magiftrate to prevent : But He- 
lefies, Slafphemies, Idolatries, and Im- 
' ]>ieties againft God, do as much endan* 
ger a State, asfms againft the fecond Ta« 
oleAnd that, 

i;BecaufeGod is as much provoked by 
the one as by the other : yea, the great 
An alledged for the captivity of Judd 
Was, their defpiiing Gods MefTengers , 
'zChr4m.7,6\\6. 

a; Sece^dly , Becaufe fuch iins do 
more divide , and untie the bonds of 
love which Chriftian Truth doth pre- 
^ftrve, then other civil differences , and 
Co loofen the hearts of men more from 
-One another.- 

Seventhly, Our Learned Writers have 
rihatntained this Doftrine af;ainft the 
i^apijh Doftors, who to maintain Papal 
i Supremacy, and to kctsp all Ecckfiafti- 
ksd poi?fcr mthin' tbemfclves, have ex- J 
vdttded die civit Magjifoase {sotci \l. 
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whereby we may kno.v vvhat banc 
bs which low I'uch Doftrines ar 
us, that fo they may inftillcorru] 
ft fines into as many as they tind 
fit tinder to catch that fire. 

Objeft. Is not this to ahrliJgt 
anul that liberty which (I^ohU be w 
to the Confciences of men} 

An[w. Firll , God forbid tfa 
(hould affumc Dominion ovc: 
confciences of men. We are not ^ 
Paniy Loris over your faith^ bm 
of your joy^ 2 Cor. 1.24. It wo 
an high, and withal a vain atccm 

I .An hi ;h attempt : for no m; 
give Law further then he can r 
and punifli, accufe* and Convinc 
no man can either fearch, or re 
or puni{h the confcience: th( 
none can give Law to it. 

3 A vain Attempt : For none b 
vine eye can fee i\\z confceincc,& 
fore none but a Divine Law can I 
ForWritin;^s,& words,if they bcbj 
.mous, and fubvcrfivc to Chun 
State, and highly derogatory to ( 
nourof Chrift, Civil reftraintcai 
them, but thoughts it cannot 
cbev are unfearchable to a human 
,and thq:e£oI^uIlTtdvLc&\!^\!^^ fa 
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Again, God forbid we fliould 
I liberty v^hich Chrill hath pur- 
for us. Let ev ry man fhandf. ft 
lihtrty wl)€revpithChrifi hath made 

e ; and curfedbe he that would 
Ic him in any fuch yoak of bon- 
; is contrary to that Jreedom. 
)ndly, Where men agree in fun- 
calDoftrinesof Truth, and god- 
in the lubltantials of Fairh,Wor- 
nd Obedience, there /hould be a 

LovcjToIlcration, and forbea- 
.1 differences which are not fub- 

to Faith, and Godlinels: wherein 
^r in fuch things, we are to wait 
iod to reveal the fame unto us', 

dty , Chrift did never purchafe 
^ man a l!bs,*rty to fubvert, or to 
our to fbbvert the foundations of 

Woriliip, and holy obedience 
he hath l.iidin his Church by bl.if- 
us, heretical,ldolatrou<5;,or wicked 
fis* Gods ureat Truths, and the 
Is gcv^at Jncercfts ought to be 

to US', then the liberty of any 
rrrious , or. impious tongue, or 

rthly, Magiftraccs arc wifely to di- 
h between weakBrethrevv^ ^vd 
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wicked malicious difturbers of th( 
ftrine of falvation, and peace k 
Church. As F4«/dochbccvveci 
bewitched Galatians , and the Sc« 
of them , whom he vyiflics thii 
were even cut off^ Gal. j.l 2. whoi 
be would not have wiilied fo ill 
they had only made ufe of a law 
berty in fowing falfe Doiirines, 

Fifthly, With the word, (fucfa 1 
and moderation is to be ufed, as f 

reprove^reifJ^yexhart them withai 
fHJferinff and Dothriney 2 Tim.4. 

admomfh them once>and again^aj 
ins; found unreclaimable, then to 
them, TiV. 3.1 o. 

Sixthly, We are to diflinguii 
tween the confcicnce of the Sec 
and the fpreading of his Doftrin 
belongs to the care of the Magift] 
endeavour the reclaiming of th 
duccr, which if it cannot be effeA 
next principal care muft be to pi 
the fpreading of his infe6lionff 
the Apoftie rejedcd 'Heretickj . 
would have no Communion with 
they ufed eifeftual means to ke< 
leaven from the Lump : Shew len 
the perfons themfelves) but be 2< 
for tfee purity ^andptic^oi ^^C 
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which by divifions is wcakned, diftracV 
ed, and betrayed. 
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Queft. ffhat are tie be ft means t§ bs 
ujedly JUaftfirates in theft [educing , 
anif educed, times ? 

Anfw.Y\i% Theyfliould encourage 
a godly,, and learned Minifter, and, the 
I Univcrfities, vindicating, andprorcding 
thcmfroflfi rcproach,& contempt .When 
Alexander ^i^ %it^t fent Ambaffadors 
to Athens , requiring them to deliver 
W their Orators into his hands ; Bemo-- 
fihemes fpcaking to the people about it , 
cells them a Fable,that the wolves being 
at war with the (heep, fent a meflfagc to 
them, that if they deiired quietnefs, 
and to have a firm peace concluded^they 
ftiould deliver up their do^s unto them, 
which as foon as they had done , they 
were devoured by the wolves. The 
like cunping ufe our Adverfaries now : 
chat theymay make aprey of the people, 
they by all means feek to pull down our 
Miniftry, and Schools of learning, that 
the watchmen being removed , the 
/heep may be expofcd to ruine. 

Secondly, They ftiould take care thit 
all that own the Chriftian Religion 
amon^ us be required to attetvd vJjoxiV 
riji?piifctfcjf Mipiftry, and tWt tVvc^ vs^^A . 

F 4 ^^^^^ 
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pot prefufiiptuoufly deprive cbemfclves 
of the means of grace, and lalvation, 
as very mnny do^who in tbcfe dmcs of 
liccntiQuineffe have for divers ycara 
withdrawn thcmfelves from Chriffiatf 
Affcmblics where t^od is wordupped' 
ajnd bis name made known. 

Thirdly , they fliould endeavour to 
jh^lc, and clofe tip breaches amongft 
brethren, that men agreeing in Faicn, 
Wprfliip, and obedience, may no lon- 
ger be ft rangers pne tp another, but 
joyne hand in hand againft dan- 
gers threatened from a a>mmon enc- 
mie. 

Fourthly, they fliould fecure and fct 
bound!? about fundamental doftrines ; 
for which end they fliould take care, 
and promote die dutie of CatccH- 

Fifthly, they flipuld provide that Mt- 
niflers may be known to be Orthodox 
in tb|? great and wcivzhty Controvcrfics 
between us and tbe" Heretlckj of out 
times , that wo' vcs ma^ not privily creep 
in under fl;ieeps cloatmng. 

Sixthlv they fliould hinder the princ- 
ingi and fpreading of dangerous , and 
fnfe£tious books, either from P6rtS)0r 
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iveninio the people. 

Dr. Reynolds Teace ofjernfalem, 
A cercain fuend having fent to Mr« 
ottonoiBofionm New England fundry I 
Lrgumetits againft perfecuricHi for caufe 
f confcience, Mr. Cotton returned him 
sis anfwer. 

.^cft. Your queftion ( faith he ) 
rhichyouputis, whether ferfec/ifton for 
mfe of confcience be not agtinfl^ tkg 
J^Brfne cf Chnfij who is King of 
Kings ? 

^nfw. By pcrfecution for caufe of 
:onfdencc ) I conceive ycii mean, ci- 
pher for profefling fome point of do- ' 
ftrine, which you believe in conici- 
ence to bi rruth> or for praftilins; fomc 
work which in conlciencc you believe 
to be a religious duty. 

Now in points of Doftrinc fome arc 
fundamental, without a right beliefc 
whereof a man cannot be faved : o- 
thers are circumrtantial, and l^fs prin- 
cipal} wherein men may differ in judge- 
merit without cndangerin:^; their falva- 
lion. So in points of prafticc j fome 
concern the weightier duties of the 
Law, fo as if it b" right , fdlowfhip 
with God is held : If corrupt, feHowfhip 
I with him is loft* ^ v 
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Again, in points oi doftrine > 
ftiip left principal > they arc eitJ 
forth in a meek y and peaceable 
in fo arrogant and violent a 
tendeth to the difturbancc o 
peace. 

Laftly,when we are perfccui 
confcience fake, its either for 
encc rightly informed, or for ai 
nious and blindc confcience: 
I things premifed , 'the anfwer 
do.vn in thefe conclufions. 

Firft,icsnot lawful to perfeci 
for confcicnce-fake rightly inf< 
for then Chrift himfelf is perf 
in them. yi£i. 9. 4. Wfe/ prrj 
thoH me ? 

Secondly, for an crroncous,an( 
confcience ("even in fundamenta 
not lawful to perfccute any til 
once or twice admonition, Th 
where the Apt)ftlc gives the dire 
and thereafon,t//^. becaufc in : 
mental points of Dodtrine and 
(hip 5 the Word of God is fo cle 
he cannot but be convinced in c 
ence of the dangerouserror of hi 
after one or two admonitions 
and faithfully difpenfed : and the 
/pcrfi&j its not put of confcience. 
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is confcicnce,asvrr.ri. He is 
dj and finrfcth bcifttr condemned 
?//: If thcnfuch a man be pu- 
he is not pcrfeciircd for bis 
ICC , but juftly punilhed forfin- 
linft his confcicnce. 
Ily, in things of Icflfcr moment^ 

in doftrine or worlliip , if they 
1 forth in a fpiric of m^ckncflc, 
'e, he is not to be pcrfecu- 
: tollerared till God fliall pkafc 
ifeft his truth unto him , Fhil. 3. 
n.14. 1,2,354. 

hly, but if a man hold forth any 
: falfe way with a boitterous ^ 
)ud f^irit to the difturbanceof 
ice , he may be juftly puniflied 
ogto the quality of thedifturb- 
ide by him. 

But Chrijt commands to kt the 
d wheat gr9w together till the ^ar^ 
lat. 13.30, &:c. 

'. Tares are not Briars and 
s, but partly hypocrites, like un- 
jodiy^as tares arc like ibw wheat 2 
[y fuch corrupt doArineorpra- 
are indeed infoundjbutyct fuch 
c nere the truth , $nd fo neere, 
1 men may be taken with them^ 
the pcrfgns jn virtjom they grow 

* 1 1 t . 
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cannot be rooted out , but the 
will be rooted up with theni)and i 
a cafe Chtift caUs for a tollcratio: 
for a penal profccution. 

Obj. B'it C^y*//?, Mat.15.14. 
hav: th hlinde let alone till tht 
into the ditch , therefore he waul 
their ffinifll/ncnt deferred till the 
deftrtiElionf 

Anfiv. Chrift fpeaks not there t 
lick Officers , whether in Chur 
State, but to his private Difcipic; 
cerning the Phdylfces^ over whon 
had no power: But this makes n 
to the matter in hand. 

obj. 5/*^Luk.i9. 54. Chrlfi 
his Difcifles who would have 
come down from heaven to confpt, 
Samaritans > who refnfed to 

him f 

Anfw. This direfts Minifteri 
Gofpel how to deal (not with o! 
offenders who finne within the ^ 
againft confcicncc, but) either wi 
without, as the Samaritans wer 
many unconverted Chriftians ii 
whofe converfion Titus was tc 
or at beft with forncT^jiv and < 
wicfain the Church > wno^thougt 
y^t were not coiwmc^dL ol ^ 
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of their way ; zjA fo indeed ic became 
not thefpiritof cheGofpel to convert 
aliens to the faith of Chriit by fire , and 
brimflome^ nor to deal harihly in their 
Miniftry, or private conference with 
ail contrary minded men, as either had 
not cntred into Church fellowrtiip, or if 
they had, did yet hitherto fin of igno- 
rance, not agamft confcience : But nei- 
ther of thefe do hinder Mmifters from 
proceeding in a Church-way againft 
Church-qiembers, when they become 
fcandalous either in life or do6lrine ; 

. much leffe do they fpeak at all to the 
civil Magiftrates. 

, Obj. Bm the Prophets foretold that 
carrM -weapons (houldceafc in the dayes 
of the Go] fell : as, I fa. 2 . 4. and 1 1 . p. 
Micha 4. 3 ) 4. and Panl Jaith^ our wea- 
fons are not carnal^ 2 Cor. lo. 4. and 
Chrlfi bids his difclples not to p rfecme , 
but to pray for their perfecHtors ^ becaufe 
they who are now perfecntors may be coft" 
vrtid ? 

uinfw. The Prophets predi<ftions do \ ji^fj^^ 
fliew, Firft, with what kind of weapons 
i Ocd would fubdue the Nations,not by 
fire,fword,but by the power of the wora 
and fpirit.2,They (hew what a meek and 
peaceable rcmper true Convemv«oA^ 
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be o£ , not Lions, Lfeopards , &< 
ibiccrsane of another: buc this 
I not to drive ravenous wolves fn 
lliecpfold', and to reftraine then 
devouring Chrifls £hecp; anc 
PahI faich > oidr weafQm are not 
hz c^euies not weapons of juftice 
Civil Maglftrate, but onelytoC 
Officers , and yet he allows the 
weapons as are ready to take vei 
an ail difobcdichce y 2 Cor. 1 0. 6, 

refers to the cenfures of the Chu 
gainft fcandalous Oftenders. 3. 
i Chrift commands his Difciples t 
them that curfeJj and perfecuted 
hz gives not arufe topublickO 
either in Church or State,to fufife 
finners, either in life or doiltin 
paffe unpunillied , but teaches ] 
Chriftians to fufFer pcrfccution p 
ly, and to pray for their perfo 
4. Chiiftmdeed would have his 
|)Ies far from perfecuting (for tha 
finful opprelTion of men ) but th 
ders not , but that he would have 
execute upon alt difobedience th^ 
gcance required in the word, 2 C 
6. Jifim.iy^. 5. Though wickc 
fons liiay by Cods grace becom< 
ciplcf 9 yec we may not do evil th 
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' ennt thereof y but ic fvould be evil 
oUerace feducing Teachers, or fcan- 
>iis Livers. Chrift blames the An- 
of Periamus for toUerating them 
: held the Doctrine of BsUam : and 
Angel of Tii/W/r/efortolleratingthe 
nan Jefahel to teach and feduce y 

/;2.I4.20. 

^itct.BHt feme famous Princes have 
en a^aifiit itj as Steven of, Poland, 
Kifig of Bohemia , and our King 
if/? 

infw. firft. We acknowledge that 
le fhouid be perfecuted for righce* 
aefs-fake. 

ccondly. We fay that none (hould . 
I^niihedfdr his confcience, though 
-informed, unlefs his error be funcu- 
ital, 01 feditioufly promoted , and 
: after due conviction of confcicnce 
: it may appear that he it not pu- 
«d for lus Confcience, but for hn- 
; againft confcience. 
hirdly, None ought to be compet- 
to believe, or toprofefs the true 
igion, tiU he be convinced in judge- 
it of the truth of it : yet ought he 
e reftrained from blafpbeming the 
h, and from feducing any into per- 
omtrrots. 
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I Fourthly, Its no fufficiencrulcw 

1 Princes profefs, andpraftife, rhcyi 

ny times tollerarc that out of St. 

p^^Z/V/jWhich- ought not tobctoUera 

1 in point of true Chriliianity r andfoi 

times they do it out of neccfsity,w 

the offenders are too many > of 

mighty for them to punifli. Thus -i 

fiW toiierated ['.cab in hiis murtbers, 

agaitift his will. 

I Fitthly, For thof^ three Princes 1 

are named, who allowed toileFati< 

we can name more, and greater, \ 

wouljd not tollcratc , Heretickj , 

Schifwatlcks J notwithftanding t 

pretence of confcience. Conflan 

the great, at the requeft of the ecu 

of Niccy baniflied ^r*«/,with fom 

lais followers. He alfo made a fe^ 

Law aj^ainlt the Don^tifis ; and the 

did F^aleminUny Gratiani and Theoi 

\usy zs Saint Anfiin reports in 

■ Efi(t. 166. Only jHllan the Apol 

I « ran ted liberty to Heretickj y tnac 

tollerating aU weeds to grow, thev 

of Cbriftianity might tc choked » 

deftroycd; ThisaUb wasthe praft 

and toioif^alsnce , the jiriM Ei 

Objcft. BW T^4irc] of tfec onc^eiir } 
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vrsyjeMy and the Pafifls thcmfelvesjhsve 
•ndemned ferfccntion for confcicncc 

jinfw. Its truci The Church doth 
lot perfecuce, but \s perfecuted : buc to 
^ccommiinicace an Hcretick^^ is not to 
erfccuce , buc ics a juft panifhmenc up- 
in a wicked, and danmabk perfon, and 
hac not for confcience, buc for pcrfift-' 
Dg in an error, againft confcience after 
onvuftion. 

Secondly, Its true, the Apoftlcis did 
lot propagate thcGofpel by the fword 
mon^Pagans which could not be won 
)y the Word ; yet this hinders not; but 
hat if they, or any other fliouldblaf- 
>lieaic the true GoO) and his Religion) 
:hcy ought robe fcverely piiniihed,arid 
tto"lcfs do they defcrve it who feducc 
From the truth to damnable Hrr^r^ 
Or idolatry. 

Thirdly, Whereas Tertultlan faith , 
that another mans Religion cannot hurt 
mjr : he means it of private Religion, 
ind Worfliip : But a falfe Religion pro- 
feifed by the members of a Church, or 
by fucb, as have given their names to 
Chrift, bdng tollerated, will be the ra- 
ine, and defolation of the Qiur€ti> «i ^ 
vpftars by CM&s dir^ats toi\it dtoet^ 
(f.^i^jRcv,2, G T?o\3Ki3r? 
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Fourthly^ Whereas Jtrsm fait 
Hcrefie muft be cut down by ih 
of the Spirit : This hinders not, I 
being fo cut down, if theH^r.r. 
ftili pcrfift in his Horcfie to the {1 
of others, he may be cut off b] 
vil fword to prcrent the ddtrui 
others: Therefore Jir9ms not< 
Bhofe words, [ ji little iraven U 
tie whole lamp yl is, that a fpark 
as it appears, is to be quenched 
the iea ven is to be removed frc 
reft of the dough : that rotten 
of fle/fa are to be cut off : aj 
a fcabbed beaft is to be driven fD 
flieep-fold, c^r. 

Fifthly , As for the ccflimt 
BrenttMSy vve willingly grant t 
man hath power to make Laws 
the confcience r yet this hind 
' but that men may fee that the ] 
God be obferVed, which do bij 
Confcience. 

Sixthly, Irs well known that S 
7?wr retracted this opinion of to 
jod) which he bad held in his y 
years, but in his ripe r years he rec 
and refuted k, and (haws bi his i 
Book olIEittr^mcmjmd dfe \ 
tbn if the .Sci»f/iiMiic«l ^wtaX^ 

1 
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punifhed with death y they were bur 
juflly punifliied ? For, (faitfahc) Jhtj 
murther fouls ) ^d themfdvcs are hut 
afjiiitcd in bodyi they fttt m^n to e^crUfl^ 
wg death y and yet co.*^.flci» y when 
themfelves are fHt tofnfera ttmforal 
death. 

Seventhly^ pftatus in 6is third book 
juftifics MatartHs^ who had puc fome 
Heretici^ to dcath,fayirjg , Th^tt he had | 
d9ne n§ wme herein then MofesjPhtncas y 
and Elits had iene before him. 

Eigbcly, Bernardln his fixcyfix5Vr- 
JHen^nrheCanticlesy f«iA,.ourof doubt 

Its better tfacy ftould be reftrained I 
the fword of him that beareth it not i 
vain, then that chey (hpuldbe fuffcred 
to dnw misiny othecs into th^ir errors : 
Far he is the Mini ft er tf God for wrath 
-tottery evil doer J Viom.i^.^. 

Ninthly- Mr. C ah ins Judgement is 
well known> who procured the death 
of Michael Servctus for *his pertinacy 
mHereJiey and defencfcd Aefeft by a 
book written upon that argument. 
- TcntWy, B^^a alfo wrote J book De 
Hantjtis fnortt pleHehdisi that Here^ 
tich are to be puniChcd with death. .-*<- 
rolias alfo took the lame courfe ab^ 
the desidi t^f^alentins Gm%t%t'i t»^ 
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juftificd the Magiftratcs . procecdipg 
againft him>in an hiflory wriccen on chat 
Argument. 

Objeft, Its nofrejudice t0the Cm- 
m^n-Mfcalth if lihtny ef confcience it 
granted tsfuch as trnlj fear G^d. 

Anfvp. We readily grant that liberty 
of confcience is to be allowed to them 
that truly fear God, as tnowning that 
they will nor pcrfift in HereJJe^ or tur- 
bulent Schlf m;whtn they are.convinccd 
of the finfulnefs of it. But you fee it 
fuflSciently proved that an Heretick^ af- 
ter once, or twice admonition, (and fo 
after conviftion) or any other fcanda- 
lous hainous oflfcnder may be excom- 
municated out of the Church, and fo 
cxamplarily punifhed by the civil Magi- 
ftrate, as that others may be prefcrveH 
from their dangerous, and damnable in- 
fe(ftion. 

Thus you fee Mr. Cottons judgement 
about ToUeration. 

• Qvx:J^. WhM other remedies may tit 
ufe aiainft infection by Seine ers f 

Anfjvi I. Get fundamental truths in- 
to your hcart,and affect, and love them. 
'For want hereof the Eaftern Churches 
.were given into the hands of Mahnwe- 
/iW/jindAnu-Chrift prevailed over ma- 
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ny in thefe weftern Churches, becaufe 
they loved not the truth , 2 Thef.i, lo. 
None are reduced but fucb as are cold in 
love. Secondly, Labor to practifc 
what we kno.v, and then God will give 
us a fuller meafure of knowledge , 
whereby vyc fliall learn to find out, and 
know Seducers. Johftj.i-j.lfa/fy man 
will do his willy he '^allknoiv. 

TbirdIy,Pray to God for VVifdom,to 
judg & difcern of Schlfnis^v^i Herefies^ 
and SeJficers.Cod hath promifcd what- 
foever is neceffary for our ftrcngchning^ 
and brini;ing to heaven, therefore he 
will not denie us foneceffary an aid as 
this is. 

Fourthly, See that thouprcferve in 
thee a holy fear, and reverence of Cod. 
Pfalm 25,12. H^hat man is he that fear^ 
eth the Lor\ him fljall h' teach in the 
T9ay he (hall chufe. 
Dr. Sih on Phil. 

Qucft. How do Seducers bring in^ and 
^<ifferfe their errors f 






Quffi. 



%An[w. By creeping into houfes,and 
fecrctly depraving , and corrupting 
that Do6trine,which is publickly taught, 
and acknowledged to be the truth of 
God. 2 Tim. J , 6. They creep {nt bom- V 
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upon women who can le&ft rcfift, and 
lead them ctotivc, whdyet arc cunning 
I enoi^h to feducc their nusbands : and 
thus not one, but many houfes are fub- 
vcrtedT/r.i . 1 1 . Such were the Phari- 
fees J Mat, zt;. 14. So 2 Pet.z.z. Thej 
fri'vily brwj^ indamnahle Doi^rines. 

Qucft. 'pyhj doth Chrififufer fiuh 
Deceivers in his Church ? 

Axf»^ Firrt, To trie the faith of his, 
and their' Jove to the truth, whe- 
ther they will abide with him in tenta- 
lion. 

Secondly , To roufe us out of fc- 
curity, that the more fnares-are laidfor 
uSjWe might be the more circumfpcft, 
&c. For Error is of a vcryfpreading, 
and infedious nature : hence its com- 
pared to Leaven, i^^/. I (5.22. To 1 
Ga/tgrene'ii Jim.iA^. Soalfo is error 
in manners, Gal. 2.1 :?. If Peter dif. 
femblcs, a number will fall, with him, 
and Barnahas alfo vvill be drawn into 
the diffimulation. 

.Qucft.. Wh^t motive do SedMcerSyufi- 
allymakjufeofi 

Anfw. Tthhj here ufually is' that 

which fets them on work : whxlft the 

1 PrieftS) and the Prophets cm^ld kite with 






iJ^ 



'■ "»fWT?7*«*ipi 







ft 

% - 

m 



I 



slant unifies yi^i a ToOei^en of ^h^nk 87 

all U peace to the feeders, 4//V^,3,j,ii, 
but if their- greedy appetites are not fa- 
tisficdjthsy prepare war againft them, as 
if they were enemies to Cod and man. 
So Ez^.i 2.1 8, 1 p.Thc falfeProphets poK 
luted the Lord amongft his people /w- ofg 
handfuilof tar/e/j^ pieces of IrraJyZnd 
would tew pi/l'^s HnJerrvery arm^helc , 
promifln ^ tlicm eafe,and profperity,and 
made voiles fer every head^ thereby pro- 
mifing Gods protcdlion, and fo preach- 
ed peace where God hadnorfpoken it, 
and all to feed their covetoufnefs. Such 
Merchants the Apoftle fpeaks of, ^Pet. 
l,l,fiif0 through covet otifriefs wtth'fatned 
words t9ohH adulterate the truth y and 
nrnks merchandize of fonts ; fo 2 Cor. 
2.17. PhiU^.\%yig. Their belly is their 

G4fd. 

Qaeft- Honf elfe will it appear thai S^^P* 
Magifi rates maypuxijk an obltinate He- 
tick with death f 1 

jinfip. I. There is precept for it ,M^/^* ^• 

as, Dent. 13.5. Dent. ij.^. 

Secondly, Thc-e is Prefident , and 
Example for kjExod.'^it. ? ^.Afofes com- 
inanded 3 coo of the Levites to be ftain 
for their Idolatry. A«dr iTi//.! 8.40; 
E/M^cav^4ocyof J^Wi-Priefts tobeJ 
SUijiy irAcnt/iareivasf^lsAi^vftntt^uiX 
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do it. So of JofifUy 2 Kin. 2,^.6* Jel 
2 K^''Mo.25- Yea , even Nebuck 
A^^i;i:,.'zrmacle a Decree, That whfsex 
hlafplym^i tha God of Shadrach , & 
(^:9uld hectit infelcesy &c. Dd».:^,'. 
Its foretold that under thi Ooipcl/x 
Profhcts (hould be puniflied v\' 
deathjZ^irA.ij.j. (^^, 

^^eft. H^hat iangiT is there in to 
rati»^\r\eref!e^and Heretickj f 
Jfifv, Firft, Hereby the Comm; 

of God Is broken,Dtf«^29.I8. 

Secondly , This mixture expofcc 
Nation to tjods revening hand, am 

{Ur d Rebellion^ hjh.Z2.ij. 
' Thirdly, Its dangerous to the fou 
as afore. 

Fourthly, It threatens ruine botl 
Church, and Stare. By^ it publicl 
fticc is corrupted : peoples affeft 
arc diftrafted , and diilcmpered , 
. way is made for tumults, and Mafla- 
as experience hath taught. 

Dr. Tailor on Titfis^ 

Fifthly, Such allowance would p 
deftru£tivc to holinefs, bothperf 
and domeflicai : Omms Religio 
nulU ReligiQ : every Religion, an< 
Religion wilKfopn be the fa/nc : 
pok the husbaud Vs; o£ oxi^ cy^vs^t\ 
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wife of another, children and fcr- 
vancs embracing others : what (hall the 
Matter of the houfe do here ? how (hall 
he perform family duties ? Diverfity of 
opinions will * interrupt their prayers , 
I Pet.^.-j. New opinions fuffered will 
dcvoure the old : and a toller at io/t ofe- 
verj^ Religion wUl deSlroy all Rell- 
giojt.' 

Sixthly, this liberty is inconfiftent (5. 
with civil tranquility , the vvoful condi- 
tion of our own Nation is a livin'^ , 
nay , almoll a dying witncffe of this, 
whileft every partie endeavours to 
fupport ic felfe by the ruinc of the 
reft; 

Seventhly, the late BiiTiops of /r- 
Und may fliame , and filcnce luch as 
plaad for a general tolleration : For I 
when a tolleration of Popery irt that 
Nation was propofed by the Lord De- 
, puty, and his adherents , they gave in 
their unanimous judgement in writing , 
that it was a grievous finne to tolkrate 
iPopery ,arid would make all that'grant- 
cd it,accc{fary to all their abominations, 
and guilty of the deltru6\i6n of reduced 
fouls. 

Eighthly, this indeed is the Dodutifc \ "i^. 
ofdgfs Tir-^/ ro co.'lerate all rc\\%\ot\s-. 
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Fifthly, hath not the Magiftratcj 
nivance without any legal tollcK 
fo much multiplied Se6^s amon^ll 
that for this one thing they have I 
infamous in the Chriftian world, as 
preferring Policy before Piety; 
godly amoni;(t them have been 
grieved with this fcandabus (in , 
with any other : and ihofe of 
chat are wife> do fee their Sta 
greater civil danger by this peice o 
pious policy , and from it appn 
greater hazards of commotion . 
ruine to their State then from an 
ther ground. Ho;vever theconni 
there at Se£ls , and the mulciplic 
oF Sefts by connivance , is no 
comparable to what is amongll 
this day. 

Mr. Bailies pari. Serm. Jul 
1545. 

Qucft. Hofv will It appeare 
Schijn^SyHereJiesj and. Errors are] 
gerofu ? 

t/ifffw. Firft,becaufe error dc 
the truth, 2 Tim. ;? . 8. as Janm 
JamhreswithfioodMo{tSyfad» th 
fo njift thctruthy &c. 2 Tim. 2 
Hymwensy and T^hiletus concemi 
Jruth have erred 'y fire. Jec, a?. ?< 
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I prophets fiok awaj the ^9rJi of 
i every one from his netghbonr , 2 Cor. I 
. F^lfe Teachers Mdulterate the word | 
liod : As in nature , darknefTe de- 
»ys light^and ficknefs removes health, 
errours deftroy, and remove the 
ch. HilUrim obferves, that the A-^ 
ns made various confetTions of Faith, 
t they might have none. This is a 
e mifchief which our Church for 
I prefenc labour^ under; (here is 
ice any one truth which by one opi- 
)n or other is not directly oppc^edj 

indiredly undermined. Vincentlus^ 
rinenjis ohfetves, that when any 
mch of Divine truth is by any reje- 
sd, prefently another , and another, 
d after that another, and another will 
: rejected, till at laft none at all will 

left remaining. So we fee in the 
hurch of Rome^ whofe errors at firft 
ere little , in comparifon^ and almoft 
fenfible, but by degrees (he became I 
le miiji rls^ anA mother of all ahomifia^ 1 
MS y and a fink and fea of Here pes \ \ 
ic AfjahaftiftsyS^'hozi firft erred but v 
I ene particular , proceeded, fome of ( 
lem in other parts, to fourty eight 1 
lore, many . of them dapgcrous ^ atvi I 
icing die foundk tion , Hence Onfc ^iw-\ 
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oencs counted the icali akcradot 
\ mausrsof faich > to he the «xtrea 
bUtpl^enay and ungodlix^ffe ; and 
wilii^ CO uQcier):o . all kincki 
dcatk rather tjaen to defcrt one lyl 
of tb£ cruth : ihc leaft errour ci 
laincd) prepares a wa/ foe greater* 
, difpofetb the heart to rejed ailt 
9s the pulling of one ftone out 
Ar-chjdiipoieth the whole to cuine. 
$^oxidly) the A|>oiUe fpeaks ex 
Iv <hac errors tn/crphrwp tht fait 
jiBwr, 2Tim»}.l8. Athanatimckk 
in his time, that new opinipnsfl 
bcUevers infidels, and infidels moi'i 
ij yerietpihcfakh. We iee it by wofu 
pcffieciceanioiigftotir felves, thx. 
ricude$ 6ciag unfettlod by unioiaii 
£tr4nc>h:^ve changed their faith c 
into Sceftichifnff » to doubt of c 
thing, or into Athflfmc , to bel 
nothing, . 

Thirdly, herefes^ and errors «a 
feac4y the Legacy of Chrilt , and i 
{he bond of perfedion ; they < 
dirowtin: peace of the Church; 
<iiilurb the peace of the Come 
wealth : Hence come efrt/y^ fir !fgy j 

ii^jfviifnrmifingSy &€. a&d »( 
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jiB. 1 5, 2, 24. when chat falfe Do- 
ftrine was broached ac Amlochy there 
was no finail dtfTendon^and difputBtdon> 
&c. the like befell the Churches of 
Gif/^r/W, Gal.f.2,&c. and in confirm- 
ed by the Holland ArmimanSy the New 

Eifgldnd Fdmliftsj befides our own wo- 
ful experience. Jfidg. 5. ^. whem thcj 
ferved ftrm$ge Gcds tken wms wmrre %m 
their gates 5 and, 2 Qsron^ i %.%y6. No* 
tUm was Jiflr^yed §f Nation^ City of Ci^ 

^9 &^. and its righteous with God > 
that they which wiil not maintain peace 
with heaven, Hiail have trouble upon 

earth. r |. 

Obj. But a T^tleration of all Religima . Oh)iEl. 
t»^mld hi a meanes to cme all Di^cm^ I 
timtSj&c } 

Ar.fw. I. Wotitd they that fo hot- 
ly plead for a tolleration , if they had 
Power in their hands, grant it unto o- 
thers ? The hrlans at firft feemcd as 
eameft enemies to perfecution as 
ttefe men,^ but when they had autho* 
'ityon their fide, they raifed a more 
cruel perrecution againft the Orthodox 
then any of the Heathen Emperors did 
^^gunft oie Chriftians ; as may be {isen 
*ii my General Martyrologj : and A.- ^ 

th»m^ dcfcribeB at \mfi iVvt tcvst^ 
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cbcn beafily crueicy chat was ufed 

chem againft all fexes and ages > b 

I living and dead , and concludes y t 

I he hMdfaid lejfc then thetr inhnmm 

1 defervedj hecaufe it exceeded all 

preffiofts. 

The Donatlfls did ordinarily pi 
for coUeracbn, and feemed. iaiplacs 
enemies to all difturbances for con 
ence-fake j yet when under Jttllan 
Apoftate, they had gotten power , v 
can declare ( faith St. Anfiw ) v\ 
ibavock they made of the Orcbod 
All Africa \yzs filled with . blood , 
defolation by them : men were re 
matrons defiled, infants (laughter 
,1 women wiih childe mifcarried : n 
were fecure in their houfes , the v\ 
were unfafe fot travellers, and the 
tcrs of them that boaftcd to be 
captaines of the Saints,were terribl 

all. 

2. Would fuch a tolleration eftal 
peace in the Common-wealth ?harh 
ver done icplndeed the equality of p 
crs may polTiblyfor a while perfv\ 
each party to fupprefs their difconce 
but can tolleration prevent but that u 
fenfible advantages they will break i 
Let chc cxpentnctcA totrosiiwdl 



es determine this. What peace w^ 
e in the %sman Empire upon cbe 
cration of the Don^tifts f. Oftatus 
. An^tM cell lis , thac alt places were 
:d with confufion r the CircHmeelU" 
or furious Seilariesy not waiting 
a Law to authorize them , fet the 
Id on fiic , fo that Mac/trittSy and 
ers, with the forces of ihc Empire, 
c fcarcc fufficicnt to quench the 
ning : was it not fo in Germany ? 
-rfuics ? in Ir:U»d f willa tolleration 
sfic Hcrcticks ifchcy have:powerin 
ir hand/ Error may tollcrate error: 
can darkhcflc agree with light ? or 
Ives withlhecp? 

'ourthly, HerBfcsyZnd Schifmes eat 
the jpowerofgodlinefe, zTim.i.iS* 

f . will encreafe to more ungodrwe(fe , 

Vr.2i2,&c. JfidfS. where you have 
Hcrcticks of thofe times clefcribcd; 
\ Paul tells us , Rom. 1 6.1%. that 
y that caufe divij^ionsy caufe fcandals, 
I ferve mtjhe Lord Jefus Chrijty kut 
it own bellies. A good cohfcicnce 
I true faith, tike Hiffocrates twins , 
! and die together. Efifhanins oh* 
^res concenung the GngSficks bfold, 
t having corrupted the juc^ements 
their Profelites^ they drtw liteia tnw> 

H tot- 
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fornication, unckannefs, and fuch 
abominations) &c. 

Quell, whence comes this to fafs 

jinfw. I. Becaufe tbac time v\ 

(hould be imployed in 

examination of confcicnc( 

laid out in the examinatio 

opinions : they employ all i 

Icare about notions of the b 
wbicb (hould have been < 
cifed for the bettering of i 
hearts. As in children 
have the Rickets 9 their h 
grow bigg , but their be 
crooked , their chefls sarj 
and their inferior ] 
pine away; So erroneous 
ions J ffor errors are the Ric 
of children in underftanc 
may perhaps have great h( 
much brain-knowledge ; 
their hearts are crooked > 1 
affiedions to goodnefle ftnu 
ed , and rhemfelves fo en 
bled, that they are not aU 
go in the paths of ri^rhteoufj 
I 2. Ufualiy in times offuchdii 
J encesy men are eftoemcd, 
I acotding to their godliat 
I but tbtii¥^9atm\ tBASLtns 
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not of thcif prccil c walking, bi^r 
of their opinion: not how 
lives ? but how holds fuch .-^nd 
fuch a man f Oftattts declares 
thcftrangc partiiliry of the I)«^- 
I natijfs in this kindc. All w^re 
^ag^ns unto them that were 
iiot of their way of fcpar^ltion: 
but if any one embraced their 
way, he was prcfently a Chri-, 
ftiari, though he knew not 
what belonged to Chriftianity. 
Ath^n^fms conccmtng the A-- 
rUns to their followers tells os, 
that they faid in efiFcft tO them, 
{3fppofc Chrirt , and take no 
care to thy manners : Thy o* 
pinion fufficeth to thy com- 
metidatiori. 
QS^ft* whence comes It to fafe 

hat herejtes and errors are of foff reading 

%HMPHref 

Anfpp. Flrft, It may be afcribed to 
Ehe fubtilty of fcduccrs. Hthct^Efhef. 
1.14. Children are carried akont with 
rverj mnde of define through the 
i^gbt of men , and cunning craftinejfe 
fthofe that lie in wait to deceive. 

WlKre tHe ApcrfHe ufcth three words 
ta croreiHfe decdcfulncffie* 'tV.^tA 
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.Sleight, jtu/Sfi'rt ; rhey arc cui 

Igamftcrs) they know how to < 

die, to pervert Scripture to thei 

ftcr purpofe^. 2. Cunning crafr 

'jFAv^fyiA , they turn every fionc; 

all advantages. 3. Lying in wa 

deceive : fJuBoJ^U '2rX«£m': they 

all the Arts of coufenage , 2 ^et 

They triffgU dsmnahle Herejies 

ly. 2 Cor. II. 3. / am dfraid 

Paul) le/t as the Serfent iegHiUi 

through nisfubt iltj^fo your rmndes 

be corrHpted y &c^ Satan arms I 

ftrutnents with his own Arts of 

and coufenage, and by thefe in 

ceth errors , and cheats men o 

faith, peace and piety. Jfidore Pr 

compares Heretickj to fifliermc 

convey their deadly hooks in 

moft pleafing baitcs. For 

end 

I. They ufe fophiftical argu 
knotty and crooked queftions 
which they pu2zle andenfnare t 
pie : Therefore Pau/Wzincs us , 
heed that m mau deceive you (ot l 
prey of you) tbrongh Phihfophy 
deceit^ Tertulllan faith, that P 
phers were the Patriarchs oifle 
and Sophiftry their great engine. 
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2. Tiicy ufc new and ttrangc ^xprcf- 
ions, noc to b;: undcrltood wt by their 
)wnc Difciples. Thefe PomI calls 
Aiv^euvid^y new language, a7/w.2.i(J. 
ind warns Timothy agtinft it , 2 7 im. 
1. 1 J. Kef the forme of fosind -words 
which thou haft heard ^&c. Hillary 
tells us of the Brians y that by their 
indiilinA ani confufcd cxprcflions they 
eluded the truth , and enfnarcd their 
unwary auditors by the ambiguity of 
their phr^fes, and this praftice is no- 
tably defcribed by Calvin as the pra- 
fticc ofche Lih^rti/ies of his time, and 
as thcY ufe old words in new fences, fo 
tbey coine new words, and cxpreffions 
of their own, which fimplc ones ad- 
mire , but underftand not, 2 Pet. 2.18. 
they fpeak great fwslUrtgwords of va- 
nity I and by fuch fublime notions 
brmg in fome old Here fie often confu* 
ted , and which , wierc it in plain En- 
^li(h cxprdfed, would be abhorred.This 
Efifhanius telLs us was the Practice of 
die yalentimans , who introduced old 
heatbeni(h Fables as matters of faith , 
onely fliadowed under new expreflTiOris, 
Tjius Cyril of the Nefiorians in his 
time. 
' 3. r/je/ ufc fair!Bprcunces>^tA^^A 
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( rious fpcccbes, -Kow^. i6. 18. By 
wffrds and falre Jfisches they de 
the he/firts of thefimfle ; zv^ 2 Tfi 
withfained^^vorcU , mhi^on ^iyotf , 
gcd, and plaiikred fpcccbes ; the) 
get over the nakednefs, and defo 
of their opinions , iometimcs rcprc 
ing them as the onely vvaycs of < 
Sometunc!? repreftntin:; thecnfeh 
the only men of God - For, 

" J . They rcprcfcijc their opii 
as the ivaysof God ; thcfe 
and Myfteries of Ch.ill : 
Saint fohn calls^them , the 
four.d defths of Satan , R< 
24. the Collofiams wc-c d 
into crrprs with fuch fairc 
tencc?, ^/.2.i8. with 23 
whores cup is of gold , Re'i 
4. but the pprion is of 
poifon : Hence Cyril { 
that as ftruaipcts paint 
faces , and adprne their b 
1:0 hide their AlthiBciTe) 
to cnfnare with their neat: 
So Hermcks ftiadow their 

Iftruilivc opinions with 
beautiful vaile ofgodlincfi 
1 their errors with the flowci 
/ truths 
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<J 2. They reprefcnt themfclvcs and 
their followers as the moft god- 
Iv, holy , humble Saints , &c. 
the well atfefted party, ice. a 
ftrong argument to draw fimple, , 
and well-meaning people into) 
an approbation of theit opini* 
ons; but Rev. 2. 2. ihtxt were 
fomp that called themfeives A- 
poflles, who upon trial were 
puH I lUrsi I Cor. 9. and aCor. 
II. the Minifters of Satan boaft- 

Ied that they were Apoftles of 
Chrift , that they would have no 
pay , but would preach freely, 
&c. Surely thefe wanted not 
many followers, but T^ohI af- 
furcs us that they wore deceitful 
warksrsy and their eni would h 
sccordiffg t0 their workj. No 
age afforded Hernickjy whofe 
ring-leaders have not pretend- 
' cd to extrafordinary godlinefs. 
Oftstus oi tht D^natifis faith, 
that they covered thcmfelvcsi 
in (hceps clothing,and were not] 
knowne till, their fangs were 

4. They ufc vain-glorious boaftings^l 
fi^MmiiJg til? excellency o£ i\^\A 
\ H 4 ViqlO^-\ 
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knowledge, and abilides above o.cherS) 
as if with chem wifdomc began to live, 
and (hould die vyich tbcm : tbe a^e£t- 
ing of wifdomc above wfattt is written, 
^/. 2. xg. and a bold incrufion into 
things they have not feene, have au- 
fed many co fall fro.Ti the truth to error, 
zxi^Corfh^atka/^^-xnA Jhird- died not 
alone in their trauf-reirion , they were 
Princes, and leaders of others, 

j.They ufe fubtilty in concealing their 
opinions from all but their profelytcyp 
whom they difcover ihem in part, and 
with a refervc of chc^ngingupon further 
1 enquiry, or more advantage : So B4. 
jilides concealed his opinions from 
(uch as were able to examine theoi, 
but made them known to bis feduced 
followers, yet chaging them to con* 
ccale^hem airiongrt themfclvcs, that 
they fhould labour tpknow all thing$« 
all men , but that no man Aiould 
knowe them , nor what they bcld. 
5. Secondly, it maybeafcribedtotheir 

induftry and diligence ; Thefe(vvith the 
Phdrifecs) will compafs fca, and land 
1,6 make pne J^rofelyte. They Cre<f 
into houfes to leai c^tptive (ill^ wwmni 
there is a flrange a^ivity in thefe men 

tq fprcad tb4^ ctiouu-, wi ^a. ww 
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men alfo : the woman Jefahel taught , 
and reduced many. 7 ertiilUan tels us, 
that their women were audacious, even 
to admiration , they dared to preach'*, 
to difpute, O'c. Sat^ having long fincc 
founathc ufefulnefsof that fcx for. re- 
duction, ufes their help upon all occafi- 
ons.Afelles difperfcd his Herejk by the 
help cf a woman \l!^hilHmene\. M^Kta" 
nHi}^\% by MaxillayZnd Frifcilla^icc* 
- Thirdly, It may be afcribed to the 
pcrfons that are feduced , who aire ex- 
po fed to fcdudron. 

I. Through their Simplicity, Igno - 
rance,and Ungroundedneis : when the 
foundation is not well laid, the building 
cannot ftand long. A people unground- 
ed in the principles of Religion become 
an eafie prey to Seducers, hang like 
ChiUrett^ &c. Eph.4.14. The fimfte 
believe every rvordy Prov.4.15. Silly 
jfidmen are led caftive , that are ever 
IcMrmn^^ bfU come nit to the kjtowledge 
^f the^trHth.tTim.^.6. Seducers arc 
furniflied with fubtilty to deceive, and 
people prepared through fimplicity to 
fee deceived. 

)2. Through Curiofity , men are not 
content with found Doftrine^ aad old 
Truths': but ^^i&w#e»-l\ke,t^TvdtVv€vL 
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vmt CO cell, and h^ar fomt: nsvv thing> 
AJt.iyai. Ihsj have itch'wgears^ 
and therefore heap t9 themfelvef teachers 
after their own lufis^ &c. a Tim. 4. 

Fourthly, It may beafcribed to GoA 
Providcnccjjuftly permicin^j ic to be fo. 
And cliac , 

1. As a PunifhmcntforLuke-warm- 

Inefs, and want of love co the crutb : 
vvhcn the lii;ht is undervalued, dorknefs 
is fent in llcad thereof. Ths Gemlts 
that hpU thi trmh in HnrlghteoHfnefsy aid 
da light ei not to hav* God tn tbetrknow^ 
ledire , God gave them over to a reprobate 
ffnfe^ Rom. 1.28. They became fooles l 
their foil i(h hearts wers darkened^ Ahak 
hated Michaiah for fpcaking the truth , 
and therefore a lyisg fpiric was fent in- 
to his Prophets to feduce him to his dc- 
ftruftion, 3 Kin.2 2. So Mich. 2,7,1 2. 
Prvphefien^tyfay they ) They flail not 
prophefloy faith the Lordj but If a man 
walk^in the Spirit y and lie ^he (hall be a 
"Prophet to this people, 

2. As a trial of thofe that are found. 
iC^r.n.ip. There mult be Herejies 
^tmongfi yoHy that the approved may be 
made manif eft. If they hadbeenof m y 

hheywnUdhavecontintied with us. The 
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houfc founded ontherock> falls noc.[ 
The riiing of Hcrejie'is a great trial. 
Detail J.iji, &c. The Lcrd yoMr G^d 
trieth joh^ faith Mofts : aod the prc- 
▼ailing of Herefie is a greater : Its hard 
to fwim againft the ftream. If Peter 
^&zxtiAtyBarnah45 is carried away with 
ic. 

Queft. How then may we prevent bt^ 
i»g enfaared by thcnt. 

Anfvp. Firft, Cleave to your own 
Miniftry , ( if godly ) and . wait upon 
thofe whom God hath fet over you. 
Cod gives us paftors for this end , that 
we fhould be no longer Children in 
knowledge, toffed to, and fro with eve^ 
rewind #f Ddftr/wr^ Eph.4. 14. God 
will blefs, and make effe£lual his own 
Ordinance. Why ftiould we wander 
abroad to leek, when we have food at 
home ? Why lliould we withdraw our 
felves, feeins the mothers milk is moft 
patural for the Infant f The ftieep that 
VTanders,is in moft danger of the wolfic 
Change of diet is not wholefomc for 
rhe body, much lefs for the foul. Ano- 
ther mati may hive more gifts then 
rhy Paftor, but he hath not more love 
jCo, nor care of thy fouU then be tb«t 

yf live an acctmnt of it., lCVvi\d^t«L 



JZuefi. 
Avfw.i 






lo8 Qwt^ionSy'and Cafes ofConfc 

that oft change their Matters , 
prove good Scholcrs , nor the 
and underftanding Chriitians 
change their Miniltets. i ic w c 
fuitwith the Apoftles Precept 
ij.iy* Obey thtm ti^at havs 

2. \ Secondly, Try all things : 
nor every IVirit ; ^«r try tUjpn 
y thcr thsy be of God or no : for m 
Preph^ts are co7ne h:io the wo^rii 
4.1. I Thef.5.17. Shall I (^f 
thanafius) believe imrcaiona.")!) 
I not fearjth what i^ poUTi le, or 
1 ble, or comely, or pica: ng tc 

* ' agrcaabli to naturcjand conloni 

truth, &c. Buc many wilt noc 
paios to do ic : wc ( lay they) 1 
as are honeft, and ^^odly, c-rc. 
\you not tell money atcer th 
weigh gold after them ? j 
youuke their Doikrine upon ti 
I I out trial ? Others pretend warn 

' )thcy cannot do it. But the 

Creature, from the inftinft 
knows wholefome food froir 
fome, and art thou a man, a ( 
a Profcflbr, and canft thou n 
; . Jguilli between light, auddairk 

/ jwh^t purpofc feryes tV.^ ^x\ca 
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tc nave ot uoa, i jc^)^ 2.27, out to 
iform, and teach us about thofc that 
/ould feducc us ? warinels is required 
n nothing lb much as in matters of Re- 
i^ion, the rather becaufe fomc errors 
re io like thetruth that they can hardly 
►c diiUnguiilied : bring them therefore 
o the tOL^h-ftonc of the Scripcure,and 
:rrors will be known from truth. 

Thirdly, Avoid the pcrfonal Con- 

/erfe with , and the congregational 

nciectimjs of corrupt , ana heretical 

perfons. In times of infeftioh we not 

only ufc Antidotes, but fliun infcfted 

perfons, and places. Hence ^w». 16. 

I7. / tefeechy^H ( Brethren^ markjhofe 

that csufe dlvti^^ns^ a>id\ offences contraty 

t9 the DoRrlvethat yon have received^am \ 

Avoid them And 1 John ic, Bid not fush \ 

God fpeed^ ice. St. John would not be 

in the bath with Ceri^tkus the Here-- 

uckj Foly^arp abhorcd conference 

wich Martiafij as the firft bom of the 

devil, ^ntonius deteftcd communion 

with all fuch as had coirupted the faith , t 

aad divided the Church. Can a man \ 

couch pitch , and not be defiled ? May I 

soc^ftcan feife upon thee, finding thee I 

amongfl his own, ts he did upoa that \ 

woman iadic Theatre. H^t^t^wSAx 
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, DOL be ora^va 2A'ay by die worke 
I inicuiij y mu^ tuut the omt^^j 

Chtr^h &f Epbefus iV C9mmex£dftr 
be cmld KOi hfor with rbnm which 
ivily Reva. 2.irA9 Mrc tb^ft tvilmes 
mmjr Ko: h iartf ^ 

\Aiifi9. We muft cGAinguKh of 
men. 

FiiftY Some are privare>aad clof 
fenders ; others are piiblick and i 
dalous.. 

Secondly, Some are weak, and i 
I>uIous ; orbers are obftinace and 
rinacioiTS. 

Thirdly, Some are evil-doers » 
evil practifers only ; others are 
Promoters and evil Ploccenr. 

Fourthly, Some are fedticed,and 
led, others are Seducers and Leader 
CO mifcheif. 

Fifth- y. Some are curable^ and 
ling to be reformed, others are in< 
blc, and hate to be reformed. 

Now fuch as are publick) and fa 
tous : fuch as are oli^ace,and peri 
cious > fuch as are evilrplocccrs, 
cvil^proomers ; Cachi ts ace Sed« 
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(leaders ; I'uch as are incurable > 
Ltc to be reforincd , thcfc , and 
:c oughc not co be born. As for 
lers which arc private offenders, 
and Icrupulous, or reduced, chey 
willing to be retbrmed, in 
afes ( I fay in fome cafes) Jufticc 
:arwiththcai. 

ft > fyhat doth n^ benrlfig with 
ifrt f 

frv. Firft, Nop to ksavy is not to 
•rconfenctothem. 
ndly, Not to countenance , or 
them. 

dly. Not to allow^or grant them ' 
ition. j 

rthly, Not to hide, or conceal I 

ily,Not to pity, or compaffionate 

matively, Not to tear , is , 

To aamoniih, and reprove 

b oppofe, and rcfift them. 
b cenfure^nd puni(h them. 

remove, and caft them out. 

1 fome cafes, to deftroy, and cut 
€^ , either by the fword 
Law, or by the Law of the 



3. 



i 



\ 



Lit 



QuefimSy and Cafes of Confci 






J 



Enticcrs to Idolatry. DeHt.i^. 
brother-^ &c. entice thee fecretlfyj 
\jt Hs [j8y andferve other G9dsy & 
Jhalt not confent to him ^ nor ha) 
I hinfy neither {l all thine eye fity htn 
thr .jhdlt thou [far ey or conctal hi 
thoH Ihall fttrily kjli himy i. c. aftt 
lick judgement : jhine hand (I 
\jir(tHponhimyiLc. Thus David re 
P/4/.101.8. Jvfill early dejiroyt 
wicked of the landy &c. And 5 
dircfts as hi^. Prov.i^. 4.5. 
away the dr^fsfrem thefihery &< 
Paul reproves the Church of ( 
for holding Communion with 
ceftuous perfoa,charges them to c 
municatehim. verfe i^. himfel 
not bear fdfe brethren ; GaLz 
whom we ^avefUce by [ubjeEtion^ 
for an hour.' He wiflics fuch vvc 
off, Gal.^. 12. 

.^eft. H^at reafons are the 
fuch perfons fJould be dealt witi 
verelj } 

jinfw. Firft , Such evill perfo 
not be long; evill alone : unfour 
jfbns endanger the found , as^^i 
houfes do- the NeigM)our-hootL 
errat Jibi ipfiy fed dement i4m fpt 
froximos : l5[o tnaxk ^tt^xk to 
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lone> but difperfech his madnefs 
mongft others : therefore the Apoftle 
rompares fucb to Leaven.iC^.5« 6axd 
ixborcs Vtnmhjf te f^nn frofbswy and 

*j4iH batflings^ I.e. prophane and vain 
lahlers, For thej will encreafe to more 
^godUnefsi Mtd their w§rds willeatey4s 
m Gsmgrtne-ii Tim.2. i tf, 17. This is oft 
urged as a reafon why the Jews ihould 
not mingle with the Canaanites. £xod. 
23.p>33. lefi they (^ouldmaks them fin\ 
^^mnfi God : and when they did live 
With them, they ferved their Idols^ and 

loere afnareHntothemy PfaLio6.34,35, 

16. Thofe> opinions, and innovations 
pvluchac firftiare begun by a few, amd 
Ire hift at by many, grow fuddenly in- 
to credit with moft, and in dq^iq invade 
all. . 

Secondly, If we bear with fucb, though 
we could efcape their iafeftion, yecwc 
(hall fall under the guile of their fins. 
We fin in others while we fuffer them 
to fin ; we commit all the evil which is 
in our power to hinder, if we hinder it 

not. Vitid dliorumfi fcrasj fdci^ttki. 

We become guilty of other mem (ins 
by not ftopidg, and reftnuning them ; 
as we feeinthecafeofE/1,1 Sam.3.ii. 
Heg^ve them fatherly advife , bat he 

1 ftvo>M 
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fliould have ufed his Authority . 
God cals his people out of Baby 
is added as a reafon> That ye he 
takers of hcrJins^Kzy. 18.4. wh 
denotes' danger of infe^ion, 
danger of contrafting guilt by- 
pofing, and protcfting againft ihi 
try praftifed, and Herefia then 
tamed. 

Thirdly, If either of thefe \ 

partake of their (ins, we (hall a 

take of their punishments : whi 

further reafon added for comi 

of Babylon. Rev. 18. 4. That 

ceive not of her flagues : Then 

fafety of oeing near them that 

dor tne'curfe of God. Gen.ic^. 17 

1 6.26. Depart from the tents t 

wickjJi men^ touch nothing of thel 

yee hconfnmed in all their fins. 

Ij.ao. A comf anion of fools fl:ai 

ftfoyed^ 

Fourthly , If God doth not 
theiQ with fuch wicked perfons, 
ally puhiiheth them b;^ them 
they be not fcour^ed with then 
ufualty become their fcourgeir : 
ally when for their multicade, 
•fear of tfadm, we bear with them 
\ CO confute Mt ^Q»&6&t^ ^^tcviiM 
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>th ourburdcB , and. our trouble. Jfl^yjE^. 
.?,II>I3>I3. ^f yf cleave to the rem^ 
ant of rh^Je NationsyScc, the Lord will 
H drive them outy hm they f^ all he a 
tare utnoyoHj and fconrges in your fides j 
nd thorns in four eyes ^ untillyoHferifh 
rom off the iand.lts better for us to take 
n example by the calamities whichr 
thers baVe fuffeied for this fin,then ta 
oake one. 

Fifthly y N6t to bear mth fuch evil 
ma is a mercy, not only to the good, 
luc to the evil : you cannot be moid 
Tuel to them) then byfparing them, 
f Magiftrates would befriends toluch, 
hey mufl not. let rhcm alone, but 
^oundthem. Its the greatefl ftroke , 
rhen God ftrikes not,//.«.i.5.f/a/.5.i I , 
*avours, and Compliance emboldens, 
nd hardcte finners , whereas reproof , 
nd piihiAiments may poffibly reform , 
ic heal them Jt was i>4tfX'?jwiib,L^rr/^^ 
ifhteonsftfuteme-fiic.Vi^.i^i.^^ There 
(no'ftopinfin; if they be liet alone.) 
hey will grow worfe,and when they arc 
c worft ^ its worii for rbemfetves. Is ic 
IOC chen a kindnefs co fmice them f Its 
l\Fiays a kindne& offered, though often 
tbenox a kindfiels not receiv^. VmI 
8 ejprcft in a Prophcuck I^wlA 

I 2 a"ftmA 
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ObjeB. 
Anftv.x. 




.zTim.'i.i6. 'EvUme»y and Seductrt 
( chat is, evil men who arc Seducers » 
or amongft all evil men, Seducers efpe- 
dally ) jha/l wax worjcy and wmrfe^ .dt- 
ceiving^and bsm^^ deceived i they cosen 

others, and the Devil cozens chem. Bat 
if thefe men will not receive this kinl- 
neffe of fmicin^ to their amendmenCi 
it will be a kindnefle co fmice tbeffl 
even unto death,if they defervc it. Sc^ 
ing fuchy as through the patience of 
God, fo through the patience of die 
Magiftrate in bearing, and forbearii^ 
them^ do bnt treafure up wrath agamf 
the day ef wrath^icc. Rom.2.y. 

Obje£i:. Bm^ i Cor. 13.6. Lmehtish^ 
tth all things} 

%Anfw. Firft, Love indeed isdK 
Bac^e of Chrifls Difciples : Ic faldi 
broad fhoulders, and can bear much » 
ea, all things which confifts with love, 
•ut fin doth not fo : For love is the fiil^ 
filiiag of the Law : but fin is the cranf 
greffing of the Law. Love can bear 
any thing that concerns the fukiUiif 
of the Law, Oal.6.1. but if any thiflg 
be a breaking of the Law, ic cannot 
bear with that. It can bear wroi^i ' 
and injuries againft it felf, but ic can- 
not bear wion^, atidvcvYaiin» done to 
Cod. ^c^\^ 
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scondly^ Charity is not contrary to . 2. 
ce : wc may love the pcrfoHjWhile 
»uni(h the ottender : God puni/heth 
re he loves. Pfdm pp. 8. Thon 
aGodthMtforgavefi themy thmgh 
toBkeft vengeance on their inventions. 

Magiftratc may forgive where he 



s vengeance. 



hirdly, Chrift is all love, as well as 
)vely ; He is but love incarnate,and 
ove is made the pattern of ours : 

^ in love-i asChrifi hath loved us , 
,5.2. Now Ch riftjt hou sh he came 
the world to manifeft his love 16 
f fuflFering, and dymg for finners , 
:ould he not bear with fo much as 
one fin of any one man , fo as to 
itenance, or comply with it, mucfr 
:o grant a t;olleration to it. As full 
ove as he was, he would not bear 
I the Scribes^ and Tharifees : He 
Id not bear with Buyers, and Sel- 
in his Temple, but whipt them 
He would not bear with Peter him- 
in his folly, bdt rebukes him with ^ 
thee behind we SatanyMlt, 16.26^ 
ift in love bore all Qur fins, but he 
not bear with any : Let Magiftratcs 
out-love their rule,and thcn\i^\i W 
^ evil 2s tbcy czn. 
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^ I Fourthly , The love of our f 
is the meafure of our love to ott 
Mai. 19 •19. Tho^jhdlt hvethy Ni 
Imr ds 'hrflf: But no man ought 
love himlclf a<? to bear with his 
hns : Holy felf-Iove cafts rhe firft j 
at a mans own fin, therefore ic ci 
be love to others to bear them in< 
yea^ indeed ic is hatred in Gods 
count. Ltv .19.27. Thou (halt not 
hy hrfther in thy h.art , hnt retukc l 
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and Ko: lufferjin ufon him. 

Objedt . But. Mac. 1 5 . j o. Chrtfi j 
Let hrh grow together nntili the 
veFt. 

Anfvp. Firft, We may not argue I 
every particular in a Parable, but 
from the general fcopc of ic : Nov 
fcopc of the Parable is only this 
ilie«¥ that good, and bad will be n: 
together to the end of the world, 
holds forth Gods pood pleafure t< 
to which we muft fubinir,not a pat 
or rule by which we muft walk, T 
no warrant for us to let tarcs,and v 
to grow together ,which arc in our p 
to pluck up. 

Secondly, Chrift only forbids 
a pluckiug up, as by which the v 
itiuA be rooted \xp Alo^\*^, ^ xxjxs 
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irpacioQ. For /hbuld God in an in- 
lanc. defiroy all the wicked, the bands 
)f humane fociety would be dilTolved ; 
nit we know that the plucking up of 
QAany forts of wicked men , is a great 
idvantage to the growth of them that 
ue good. Sothenfuch a6^sof juftice 
as will not hinder > but promote the 
growth of the wheat , are not at all 
brbidden in this Text. 

Thirdly , Seeing the Command of 
3od : the pradife of all good Kings > 
Vfagiftrates , Minifters , and peo- 
ple, in their feveral places, that ar« re- 
••rded in Scripture, are clear for this , 
nSw^ evUptrfonSy and Heretickj mufi not 
\oy§rn mthy as is before explained.Tbis, 
»r the like Texts, may not be interpreted 
igainft them, but bv them. One Scrip-^ 
'ure often expounds, but never tontra- 
a&s another. 

ThusyouhcarMr. C4r;/f Judgemint 
^uu UflltrMion in his ParlUment Sermony \ 
^Bn Rev.2.2,3. 

Queft. Uf an what accpunt "may a man 
if judged $a be afalfe Profhetyor a falfe 
Teacher i 

Anfw. Ffe may be fo denominated 
[n 1 ^two-fold refpe6it. 
V^it&f M be fcacheth y and vwwfc^ 

I 4 V\w 



^eft. 



Anfw. 



\ 



■UM*! 







2. 



L 



Que^iiws^ and C4^s of Cof^ck^ 



Uesy wd falfhood , which is the i 
commoiti acceptation of the Word 

Secondly > As he teacheth withe 
comixiilTion, or calling.. 

In the Hrft nocion be is a falfe ' 
phec chat teaches lies, or delivers : 
the Dlvifi^nfj and Deceits of his 
heart '^ which he covers over with, 
fa^h the L^rd^ E^. 1 3 . 6. Jer.zZ .2 
fo fathers his fa'fe dreams . upon ( 
arid his chiefeft care is not to (tin 
hearers, but to feed his deluded fol 
erswith pleafing things, and^ath 
tickle them,to prick them : fay it 
^habyGoufyOfidfrofpry % Kiiua 
Or God hath broksn the yoke of j 
IpHy Jer.28.2. And this Chara^ei 
^yes them,L4«^.a.i4. They ha 
dif covered thine iniquity to tnrn awi 
captivity ; and they thifd^to catij 
people to forget my nameyjtt. 2: 

Hence it is that they aro appla 
andfpoken well of by alL Ij^kfi 
They will not mar their o;nm m 
by a (harp reproof. So faUe ce 
are lyin^ OUajiers , fpeakjng pe 
things to draw Difciples after them 
20.30.Tpea.king lies in //^0rr//!jr 
they palliate over, with,^ It is wr 
QT the name o£ tht.C^\ivx.^ ^sdxk^ 
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arc called f pints of error j 1 7*/w.4.i. 
and we are forbidden to hsll eve ev ry 
furit^i John^.x. i.c. every Doftrine, 
enough pretended to be from the fpirit : 
they naic alfo their book with fweet and 
pleaiing baits : They allure j as with a 
bat through the lufts o( the fiefh^ ani 
wMntormefs^ zPet.i. 18. and they fro- 
mife Uberty^vzik. ig. which are taking 
things y and therefore its no mar- 
vel , though they have many followersi 
verfe 2. 

In the fecond notion, he is a falfe 
Prophet , that runs indeed ,' but is not I 
fenty ]cr.2^.22, I havenotfent thefe] 
Prof hets y yet they raff ; they fay, 1 have' 
dr tamed y I have dreamedy\tiiz 25. but 
they have no mifsion, andfuch an one 
is to be accounted a falfe Prophet \Jive 
vera pradicety fivefalfa ; whether he 
preach true or falfe : Thefe are felf- 
called ,. fo that we need not quellion 
what fucb teach, but by what warrant ; 
As Cyprian anfwered one that enquired 
what Doftiiine NovatianAd teach ; we 
need not( faith he) be careful! to know 

uid ille docety cum foris doceaty what 

e teachetb, when he hath no warrant 
to teach. JSut of this under another 
jbead 
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2. The blafphemoiis Heretick 
through the name of the great a 
rioitf God, or his Truth , vvithdc 
reproaches, not fit to be named! 
J. The feditious HereticlCt 
the peace of the Church and St 
an Army is troubled by Mutineer 
4. Tnc reducing H^retlcl^ ent 
his bed all he can , and goes 
^ down to vent his poy fon, to the 
on of others , privily bringing 
nahUhtrefies. 
Qi'fi* Queft. PVhethr may any of , 

capitally pmifhcd Ify the Civile 
fir axe ? 

Anf-w. Firft, the Lutherans g( 

do deny that finple Here fie i 

puniftied irvith death, and Cah 

of Servefusj vel fola modcflta 

\vttam redimerey that hc migl 

(aved his life had he been but 
and tofuch indeed we rather w 
then firs : Let the bloody Tap 
)ly have this brand of cruelty upo 
to confute errours by fire j 

Secondly, for blafphemous 
dicious Hereticks-^ all the Pi 
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Churche? do agree that they 
punifhed mh d^atVv. ^d\!ci^ 
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in Ma^rates anfvver it to God to be 
} fevere in punifhing fedition ^ and 
.-eafoBiwhich is agamft their own name 
Eld dignity , and ftand (lill , and look 
n wiui their hands in their pocket > 
rhileft the name, honour , and truths 
f God are openly blafphemed , and 
raduced. 

Thirdly, for the feducing hemlck^ he 
{ CO be prohibited, and retrained. Ma- 
j&izfcs, will fhut up fuch as have 
4ague-fores running upon them ; not 
o punilh them for having the fore , 
Hit CO. pre vent the infe^ion : when 
L mans houfe is on fire , they will com- 
Kund icto be pulled down to prevent 
Niming the whole Town. One vvay 
o put oucthe fire in the Oven b to 
Inic it up. Many herefies , and errours 
yould die of themfelves > if they had 
lot £ree vent. Falfe teachers ( faith 

'^shin) fuftt Satand lenones y are the 
ievils PamUrs^ Would you fuffer 
Pjmders lo come into your houles to 
Iblicice the chaftity of your wives , and 
children? Would you fufifer Mounte- 
banks CO fell poifon upon a ftage to de- 
Rroy the bodies of your Subje^ ? fo 
you chac are Chrifiian Migiftraces 
(hdiild not nc^cSt the faf ctf oC ^&)fi> 
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I iouls of (hole chac live under youi 
dow. Damnable hercfies can ne 
prevenced^f falfe teachers may b; 
Dercy to bring them in, and vent 
Th^ hafi them that hold the Do£t 
the NiehcUitdMyBjsv.2.1^. The, 
fereft that fVemanJcfdheiy thdteai 
[elf a Profhetejfeytoteachyanite 
mj j^ople J was a fore chargb h 
Chrift ag^unft chofe Churches. 
Mr. f^i»es his Pari .Scrmmtjjt 

I Q^ieft. Hew will it dppear tha 
, is fe nmch danger i» toller at ing 

ttekj } . 

Arjt0. Firftjin regard of the CI 
Every one tbac is verfed in EccU 
cal Hijtmfjcznnot but knofv how 
rioufly deftru^ivc Herefies hay< 
to the Church in every Cedcury^rc 
her , HOC only of her tender g 
but of many choice, and learned 
bers that might have been veryfe 
able to her, as Dtmas^ Hymenau 
PhUc.fis^y fhygtllns^ and Herme 
JNteholasy Ekion^ Cerirnhnsy Met 
Satwmttms.iic* yea, what Comm< 
and confulions have proceedec 
them ; witnefs that fiery contefl 
le^eaniri^ betweeni the Ariam^ ai 

t1 
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\ox , where they fought together , 
killed e^ch other like fwarmsof 
ats in the air. How have they dc- 
\ the Churches purity with foul pol- 
Dns in Doi^rine and manners ? wit- 
> thofe filth J dreamers. Jude 8. fVh^ 
led the flejh , deffifed DemimQUS , 

ecoilily, In' regard of the Conunon- 
Itb, damnable errors dcftroyes its 
ce by tumultuous infurreftionS) and 
rid out-rages ; witnefs that^rrible 
ipeft raifcd by the Donatlflsy and 
ri«i»r:7//W mentioned before.How 
e Errersy and Herefes overturned I 

very foundations of flourifhiag I 
es ? Some of them in their very 
ires having been fo oppo(i(e to the 
ag, or binding of love » and to the 
:hority of Ma^rates, that where 
^ have taken place , the (inews of 
es have been fo mifdably broken 
idcr under a pretenfe of liberty, that 

not their extirpation been more 
edy, they had certainly buried thofe 
pie where they reigned in utter de- 
tion. They tend alfo to the ruine 
kates, as they eng^e him who is 
God of order, and truth) to be their 
xm: iMdto execute luivtTi^bM\c^ 
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upon chem. : fometimes by a mc 
immediace band , as Antioch a n 
fery of Hcrefus , was firft dcfi 
by Eartb-quake y and after , confun 
I wiib fire from Heaven. And Nic 
medUy a place where the ArUns fi 
appointed CO meet, wasfwallowed 
of an Earth-quake , and often mi 
atly by the fword of the Mfgtftrj 
whom God ftirs up to nke vengea 
on hU behalf 9 as we beard before in 
examples of Confimtincy Tbegdof 
&c. 

jlyjn regard of particular pcrfou 
whom they are no lefTe pernicious v 
the ring-leaders , or fuch as have I 
perverted by them. Often it cenc 
the ruine of their bodies , whileft 1 
erronous opinions either make t 
by excefs y and riot, to overthrow 1 
health(as thtLibcnims of former an 
ter times : 2. T^r. 2. 10, 1 2^ 1 3. J 
by too much aufterityto deftroy 1 
bodies, and bring them to Deatn. 
if not fo y yet God is often fo far 
voked , efpecially againft the foufid 
and chiefe maintainers of HerefitSy 1 
where man hath neglefted to d< 
he hath taken the fword into his c 
hand) anddeftroyedchembyfobM 
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nal judgcmenc or other. Thus j^riw 
in die mideft of his pomp, and pride^voi- 
ded his Gucs in a Cooimon Jakes: A^<y?o- 
nifvi'bis tongue was eaten with wbrmes. 
Cirifithm fits Qiinthy ^A houfe fallii^ 
,on his head, MontMnns banged himfelr. 
&e many more the like examples in m^ 
fliirrmir p. 246t&Cf But how ever their 
^'bodys fpttd,wichoutdou(>t> they are dan^ 
lacrous , and deftru£live to their foules , 
w-nighcing their mindes, i Tim. 5. 6. 
turning their light into darknefle y and 
leaving them to innumerable by-ways of 
ruine 2 Tim. ; . 8. they zxtmcn of corrupt 
^Jtifidtsjrefr abate concerning thefaitb.He*- 

TjRu corrupt mens minds>deftroy a good 
Cfonfcience , pollute their lives , rob 
thm of beauty, peace, piety , yea of all 
teal, fpirituall growth, and exclude 
from heaven, if not repented of, Gd. %^ 
apxH. 2 .Jhcjf. 2. lOyii. 2 Fctm 2^ij. 

, Queft. ffhdt then is incHmtent ufon 
Mapfiratcs to doe agdinft them. 

^njw. ViT&jthty muft Hot hearken to 
thofe wlucb plead tor , and feek a 7 W/^- 
rmionof Herefies ^oi that would tyc 
cbeir hands from execiitbg juc^onetic 
upon Heretical! feducers, or from pre^ 
vcadt^tbegrowtfa orcxdcpttm^ t* ^^\ 
K Vw»-^ 



AnfwA* 



130 QuefimSy end Cdfes of Co^fciem 



2. 



baneful!, and pernicious a weed as 
rcfie^ is. S uch would engage them is 
guile of foules : the mine of Church 
State: would have them lofc their r 
tation>and leave their names a ci 
and by- word to pofterity. 

Secondly they muft not fuffer 
Church, for any by refpeft whatfw 
to be pcfired withuafound orilliti 
I pe rions ^ who have not the tongne § 
karnfdJ[d.^o.^.zit not vvcl tangh \ 
K';K^domeofHetve»jMat, 1^.52.^ 
Jfidgement , MUh. 5.8. and arc not 
to J$vidc the Tvori aright ^ i Tim, 

16. 

Thirdly, they muft uke heed of ( 
dalous maintenance. Ic is the wa 
breed a corrupt and fcandalous Mini 
\jkt Jeroboams Priefis i Km.i2. gi 

Micba's ten iliekels LtvUe . J$$d. I 
lo. 

Fourthly , they muft encourage 
as are Orthodox, and difcountenanci 
roneous perfons and opinions ; cIk 
truths Champions, but dii'courage e 
nious hucfters. Stop feducers mouthi 
conimand the truth to be taughfifiy 1 
puniibments to let all the W')rld k 
that they ar^ feniible of Godsdiflioi 
/^ndchac ihey a&&.i^oibm^caore 1 
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CO do him f ervice in fo nccellary a bu- 
fineCs. 

Obje£k* BHt w^Ulou have us fMni(h 
thcm^ when many of them arc hwcfi^ and 
piom men ? 

An^w. Firft, 2 Tim. j. 5. Mady 
have a ^orm of godUnefs^ and yet deny 
the fomer of hi The wolf in the Fable, 
chac he might the eafiiier deceive, and 
make a pey of the flieep ^ put on a 
iheeps-skin , and did much mil chief : 
Uie Aiepherd difcovercd the guile, and 
bangs him up in his difguife : His fel- 
low-£hepherds blame him for cruelty in 
ha'aging up a (heep : he to undeceive 

Ichem, withes them to open his skin » 
which vvhefi they had done , they found 
_ the fraud, and juftified the faft i I need 
not make application. 
Secondly, You will not allow the 

Plea) H^ is an honefij and godly many in 

tbejiufeof Coin^Tteft* Treafon, &c. 
whytbehdioulditbe of force in this 
gireater^ aiid more horrid mifchief? 

.^ueft. Seeing Herefies are foT9^fiingy 
liangeroHSy and deJlrtlUiveyhow come tiny 
tchfofrevaientyandtoinfeHfom-^'*' ? 
I jinjvf. Firft , Becaiife of the qual- 1 Ahfiid^ 
I (ity ^ afld condition of chofc that 
\ bcoach them; ather they are perfons of 1 
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learning, and parts, as were f^^minu 

SoclnHTy Simachusy &a Or* fuch ; 

arc of Repute for piety: They have 

form of goiliftefs , and in their word 

and deportments are tnuu formed in 

Angels of light ^ 2 Cor. 1 1. 14. As WC 

Montanm^ NovatHs^ t/irlusyznd t! 

Munfier-'Anaidfnjts who at firft, c 

I ceedingly prevailed by their difcourA 

which were of nothing but morcificai 

on, failing, praying, &c. they pretcn 

ed to more then ordinary piety, whi 

made them to be indulged in fome pc 

ty differences by thofe that were in A 

tnority ; pitiea by the Reforming It 

nifters, and followed by many piou 

but iiiconfiderate perfons, who were 

gulled by their fpccious fliews,tbat th 

little dreamed of the mifchief tl 

fome of their Ring-leaders aimed 

Or fuch as have been fuffercrs for R 

ligion, whereby they have grown ir 

efieem with well meaning pious peop 

Thus lUvid Georoy at firtt <vas caft u 

prifen, and bored through the ton^ 

for fpeaking againft Popijh Idolut^ 

which made him highly efteemed 

mongfl the godly, vet afterwards ^ 

became a moft blafpnemous Heraii 

a^rming that the Scriptures^even th 
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ApoftIcs,werc Iamc,childifli and, 
ftual for the underftanding of the 
s of God, that he ivas greater then 
intheflcfli, &€. and byreafpn 
; former fuflFerings he drew many 
lies after him. 

ondly, Becaufe of their manner 
perfing their Errtn-s , they have 
guiles, and Arts to infnare poor 
£0/7.4. 14. They ftud)rthe per- 
ndwait their opportunities tode- 
Rom, 1 5. 1 8 . Tney ufe fair/peechcs 
ii/e the hearts of the fimflei they 
s Love, and Charity, to ht eies 
! blind, feet to the lame, guides 
erring, &c. and yet they are r^- 
vpplvesy Mat. 7.15. They feek to 
rcdit, by laying open, antlrebuk- 
i faults of others, which they cu- 
f pry into, and like fleili-flics,paf- 
vfer what is found, and right ■ li^ht 
jponwhat is fore, aiid putrid in 
:' Thf!y are vehemcnt,b6ld,confi-' 
and refolute, being men of feared" 
icncesi and b'-azen faces, that can- 
iitt^ 5 like Sim'^n Maguey they cry 
mftlves to hzfeme boij^ ^y the I 
yfmerofGod^ An.%.^,10:^^ 
ellmj^ words of vnnltj^ aPv^X.i^l^A 

i/£Ae/gaia upon the fitny\t^iT-\ 
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(imderftind chcm ncr^, and have ci 
perfons in adiniririon* They prec 
CO high Mtftcrics , b;:ing vninlj ^ 
m i^ the*rjl^jhl/ minds^ itttrtiding fi 
jelv^s into things they under ftmnd 
Col. 1. ?3. They blafphcmoufly iEsi 
chcir Errors on the Spirit of Tn 
wrac king, and wrefting his Word 
rheir purpofe, a P<'^^.l6. or iff 
cannot do that , then they boaft 
tbey have their diredion from m 
diatc Revelation^caJr. 

Thirdly, Becaufe of the mi 
which they broach, which perha] 
(omethin:^ new,and men naturally 1 

itckingearsj iTim^^*^. Ztidjit&fi 
like, are greedy of nfw things : the 
weary of old truths, being they n 
faw tneir beauty, nor tafled their fvv 
nefs> which if they had) they c 
never have fleighred ; yet many t 
it is not fo much new matter, as' a 
drefs in bard , and unintelligibie w< 
which B^l counfels Timothy to (\ 
iTim^6.2o. and hereby they cor 
their meaning , left if it come to li 
it ihould appear what adulterate 
they obtrude upon the people £oi 
truths of God. 
Fourthly) BeauleoliV^ w^ 
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f chofefervancs whom Chrift hath im^ 
loyed about his Vineyard to ukc care 
lac the feed of Truth be Town 9 and 
eery plant 6E the envious maa<! plant- 
ig be plucked up : andthefeare, 
' X. Miniltens, who (hould preach fre- 
uently, hold forth the whole truth 
Icariy, confute gain-faycrs foUdly.T/V. 
.9. Jf after one or two admonitions 
ley refufe to be gained, avoiding their 
trverfe Diipute^, and company, and 
arning others to beware of them , 
Tim. ?.. 16 J 17. ufing gcntlencis to 
lem that are Seduced. 2 Tim. 2. 2^. 
:c, proving if ar any time (^0d will 
ive them Kefeniance^icc. 
2. Magiftrates , who onzht to fup- 
:«fs, and punilli Hereflesy^rxdi Hcretickji 
\ afore was (hewed. But if the foun^ 
Mtio»f te removed J what can th righted- 

u'do? VMra 1 1.3. O how fad was it 
ith the Church, when Arianifm had 
jvaded the Throne it fclf : for then 
ie people conforming to the Princes 
udgcmcntjWcrc eafily mfe^cd with it: 
>r, fuppofe Migrates are not tainted 
tcmfelvcs ,yet if they fleight diffcren- 
cs inRcli^on,as Feftw did the buftnefs 
f NW, AB.i^. 19, 20. Or if they 
e M£rsid to difpleafe,of a loN^ CV^^^x.>V 

H ■ ^ ^ ■ » ^ ' ■ 11 
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backward to cnad> and execMte 
Ing CO the demerit of the Error, 
rt^f-e^ bow can ic be cxpeftcd cha 
the truth (Jiould be righted, or tl 
nefs of '/crt'tickj rcpreffed / 

Fifih^y, BecauTe peoples he; 
a prepared foiU are ready to i 
thefc dainriable Errors : thei 
are filled wich darknefs, and i 
they arc unabl? to judge of the i 

God ; For they are ffirltually d 
1 Cor.t. 14. Neicher is this or 
ra|,but advpncicious alfo,frequ€ 
caufe their frozen hearts are vo: 
love of the truth. But in fom 
beginnings of knowledge, yet 
hang too equally poifcd betivec 
and Error , being full of 
I which make^ them z prey 1 
cers : they arc very cr<^ul 

jSdl^mons fool j Prov. I4. %%. 
through fluggiflipels, being n 
ling to cake thmgs <)h cruft 
take pa!n<; to try what confor 
hold with the truth.Sometimes 
corrupt: cpnfciences which 

bpulftercd,£;cfiti3.i3>w. c\ 

feaions which m\& bp hi 

%Tim.^l. and corrupt pra^ 

/ ttiv&hc coBceaVed ^ ^Vac\vt« 
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Ukc^hc Elephant,' ,to aiuddy the pure 
seers of Truth 9 that their ugglinefs| 
lay not appear, as the Vhnrifees did the 
AW by their foolilli gloffes, MMt.%.2ij 
re, Thcj Idvc darkjfcfs more then light^ 
fcd$ife their works are m/, John 3. I9. 
'hey make their lufts their Law, and 
hcrefore lie open to be fcduced by 
uch)Who bait their hook with what is 
>roportionable to thole lulls in thein> 

Sixthly, Becaufe the time,and feafon 
tnuch coqduceth to help forward this 
evil. Its a time of liberty wherein the 
reins of Government are laid too loof- 
ly upon the peoples neck. Nay, per- 
haps the garb,and fafhion that is in mofi 
requeft, is Herefiey which finding pa- 
tronage from perfons of no mean rank, I 
and power, no marvel though it {^read 
apace , and flouriAi; weeds appears not 
ailtbe Summers-Sun revive them. So 
errors, if they receive not fome^C^ 
of countenance from fome in 1 fuperi- 
'or otb, would foon wither » and quick- 
/yvanifti. 

Mr. Thoi Hodges Pari. Sermon Mar. 

• 1646. 
^ Queft. Hwp mlt Errcrs^mk Hir«Jies^^ 
^^Aer appear t$ bef§ dangfrom > 
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Anfw. Firft, Becaufe the ! 
doth flatly cfatrge fin , and pci 
nefS) and damnacion upon chem 
is made a H'^it^f thepfh that ( 
men from the kjt^d^m of Hea' 
5.2o>2i. Fff^r calls them ^^r 

ani damnable ^ that trf»^ (rptft 

choni and faith of the Authors o 

I th^t their damnation pHmhers mt 

I a- l,2i 3. 

2. Secondly, Let us confidcr un 

dan^^erous things Mertfiesj and 

are "compared in Scripture, fc 

dangerous Creatures, Heretic I 

falfe Teachers are expreffcd . A: 

1. Herejies zrt compared tc 
gteftfy or Canker^ 2 Tim. 2. 17. 
corrupts one part after anothei 
lengtn it eats out the very hca 
life. Sometimes to a Shipwrack^ 
lAg^^to. In What a miferable 
cionare pafTengers^when theii 
t^lit tinder them? Chrift calls the 
WM. Pdtd : iralls them a iev^ 
Learned* Writen call them a L 

PoifoHyFire^ a Tempefiy a flood^^ 

2. Hereticlcs are fomecimej 

Foxes J Cant. 2. 1 5. Dofs^ rendin 
I Phil. ^.%. WAvti^ jTie-DOHs 
fj^hich devour the jl^cVj^ K&. 
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Sometimes m e£fbft they zrz call^c 
^do9iMelf0u$ksy C heaters y and fuch ssic' 
\mile MftitMe fpuls. 

3. Chrift and his Apoftlcs give fpcci-r 
ti charges^ and caveacs againtt chem , 
fvhich they would not have done^ 
aad they not been very dai^§crous, 

Msty.%.\ ^* Btwmr: of the le^ve^ of thi 
Phariffcs. Mat.7. 1 5. 7 ^>ks bed vhat n§ 
wuuf deceive y on ; for many il dU C9ine in 
mj name J fayingy 1 am Chrifi , and fhall 
deceive many. Phil. 3.2. Beware ef dofs^ 
pec. a P^^.3. 17. Beware ielt kemg 
led apde by the error of the wlckjed 
ye fall from your own fledfaftnefs. 

Thirdly, The danger of them is ve- 
ry great. Herejies are the greaceft, and 
biebeft of dangers to the Church of 
Cnrift, worfc th^n the fvvord, prifon, 
eule, fpoiling, torments^ yea^ and thq 
cruel^eft dea&. For the Chorch al-^ 
wayes gained by thefe , grew more in 
Purity ,in Unity, in Zeal, and Courage : 
not fo by Herefies : which are a jloed 
caft out oi the mouth of tha Serfentj 
Rev.i%.\%. For, 

i.Tbeyara a corrupting, anddefiim^ 
floods th» defik the pure waters, fj^il 
the ground, leave filth, andmuiWraxA ^ 
tbemi jsmd ooiiung out ot |S» tnwpsJs^ 
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of the Serpent, they arc p6ifpnous n 
tcrs ; and chrrc are fourprecsioui chiag 
which H^refies carmft^zviAdtMz. 

^i. Souls of men, which is tl 
nobieS, and choieft thing 
man, of more valae then all t 
world, DMmn^le Herej 
makjs us deny the Lord tl 
ho:4gh tiSj'z Pet. a. !■. • 

The leading faculty oft 

foul. Itcafts poifon intot 

fpring. Herefies corrupt \ 

Judgenientvvhich moves alt i 

other faculties of the foul. 

the light which is in yon 

dark»^ISj A^w f f"'4^ is that dd 

ftefs ? If the Judgement be 

(cAtdj how dangerous ist 

infe^on? In how defpei 

a condition is the whole foul 

fuch an one ? If it recover 

out of its Errors^ it Acs 

it* ■. ■ '■ 

g. The mod a^ive facult] 

the- foul : the;^ defilt, and 

YHft the Confcience : .Now 

i5:ama2in^y dan^efous.A w 

cd Error is blinding when 

mthe»^\id|jttcvtxvxw!Vf V bu 



Confcicncc ; For whatfocvcr 
engages Confcicnce, the fame 
eagageth all, and the ucmoft of 
our all. If Confcience be made 
a party againft the Truth, now 
all that a man hatb, all that he 
can do,will be made cut againft 
the truth too.Such an <»ie (with 
Vml ) will grow mad , anddef- 
perate againft Chrift. Pmtls er- 
roneous confcien<!k made him 
confenc to Stevens death ; yea, 
^could he, in that condicion,have 
'met v^ith Chrift bimfelf ; he 
would have done the like 
againft him. 
4. The Converfations of men. 
Herefieis feldom, or never (fi- 
vided from impiety. Such make 

Shipwrack^ §f a good c§n[MMce^ 

iTim.i.ip. miom P^m/ calls 
Dogs^ he calls alfo Evil'-wor' 
kp-SjVhiL^.i. andTit.x.i$,i6. 
fpeaking of fome whofe minds 
were defiled, he adds that they I 
were reprobate. t§ every good 
work : And Chrift fpcaking of 
fitlfc Prophets, faith. Ton pfAj 
kjto0 theti- by thrir frnitt. The 

Dodiine of • faith \a a^ Bo \ 
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Sttmzff riolincfsj ai 
ftrine oi lies, is a Doi 
prophaoefstoo..- He 
from truth to falihoc 
quickly fa]] iVoin piety 
edncli. SltUfti in his 
the tyfn*bafttjist wji 
Errm-s began in chei: 
mencsi 1?iit ended will 
praftifes. Cmlan w 
Ne-b^ms^ faich, that be 
who itched after new 
and was beyond mc;^fui 
tous> ioiolerably. proud 
fo p ying> ao man, io 
reus; he would. comni 
to your face > ; and c 
ibroit behind your bid 
aperfonas lived ; a v 
brand ; and turned tl 
up fide down that he mi 
_ ry onhisopinion &c. 
2. Heref^Fs arc a drowniilT,! 

flowing Hood : Now tberie ; 

ctungs chat Hf^ieli's overwhelm 
fl. . The glory of all glor 
I glorious name of-God, 
rious name of Chriftj tl 
ousname oi rhe Ho'y S 
glorious name of 4ytfi 
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Herejie turns the glory into a 
lie ; It ^ives Cod , Chrift, ind 
the Holy Ghoft the lye: Truth 
the lye, the Scripture the lye : 
and nc that makes the vvordof 
God a,Lyei, makes God him- 
fcif a Lyer. 
2. ThcGioryof Religion. Re< 
ligion is darkened : It grows 
bafe^ and b^gerly when its 
patched v\ith errors. All Re- 
ligion is by fo much the more 
excellent, by how much the 
^ more of truth u bath, but when 
' once vit adulterated , and lea- 
vened with damnable Errors , j 
now the filver is become drois \ 

3* Not only the dignity, but the 
very vital entity of a Church. 

• Truth is the foul of that body , 
and Error vi the death of it 

,Schifm doth much hurt : but 
falfc Do6lrines more. Selnfms 
doth rent the coat, but Hne^ 
pes do rent the heart : tbofe 
pluck up the fence, but thefe 
pluck down the building ; 
thofc do fcratch^ but thefe do 
^ kill 
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Thirdly • Hmjies arc a fu 
fii^ floud't and herein lies 
neile of ciie danger unco a ' 
HereRes , rhey are oukkl y c 
and brought forch.Tnougb en 
very flowly , becaufe of the 
of mans Judjgment fpr fupei 
becaufe <^ tbac naturall op[ 
man co the things of God , 
the fubtile incerpofition of t 
of darkcneife , who blindes t 
of men, Leji th light of the (^ 
jhiHc inf them y yet errors 
eafily t and fpread fwifdy. T 
no preparation of the groun 
ties : If the feeds do but dro 
you may foonehave a full a 
\ foone doth a lide leaven , 
r^hetelmnp. tJLi wondere 
Gal at tans Yitxz fo fetme turnet 
Goffel. Gal.i.6. The good 
but one night , and the held \ 
all over with tares. How q 
the world tume Avian ? Ho 
\ ly did the Anababtlfts inda 
many. 

Fourthly, Herefies zvc tm 

/and fuelling floud. Falfe D 
firft » feem to be modeft : A 
but fcruplei | and eftare^s: and 
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become to be probabilicycs > and then 
Co be toUerable condufions » and then 
they . rife to be unqueftionable tencnts : 
ihen firtt-, to be made publick Articles ; 
and then neceflfary to be held : and 
thsxi the contrary not to be mantained 9 
and held , nay to be difdained ,and re- 
proached; yea they do not only rile thu5 
Co be greater , and greater > but they 
multiply alfo, like circles in a pond : one 
JHerepe begets another : a leflcr begets 
SI greater. If you confult Hiflorieall 
Antiquity , its a wonder to behold the 
great flames that were kindled out of 
Qnall fparks : what monftrous opini- 
ons have been built upon errors i 
iA*hich fccmed but little at firft , 
&c. 

Fifthly , Herejte^zvt more dangerous 
then any other floud by reafon of their 
diverfe qualities in them. Other flouds 
Hre quickly up , and auickly down : thefe 
ire quickly lip, but aoate very flowly : 
they are lise difeafes,they come upon us 
3ying,but goe from us creeping. For one 
'Herctick^y who hath been poyfoned in his? 
f udicial^ ^ you may finde a rhoiifand con- 
brfcrtcdwho have been only ftained in 
rhcir morals.- Hcrefie is Ihored up by 
Ui the parts y arguments ) Cb^\& A 
, L ^tl4^ 
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Anfw, 
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landlcanxinJ of carnall rcafon: an 
bornupbyan kaughtv, and proud 
ric:& its fo fallacious chat when you c 
CO handle it, its fo rammed in vvith c 
natnc(fe,that its almoii a miracle co 1 
cflf equally upon aa Weretick^. 

Qucfl:. ^hyy fvhap isngeroHs ern 
and Herejics are nm divulged am 
us? 

^»/iy .Take a brief Catologue of 1 
of them. 

1. that God is the Authour of fin 
of the very finfulneiTe of the finfiiU 
on. 

2. That the Saints in this life art 
lyperfed:: asomnifcient as God. 

3.Thatthefulne(re of the God- 
doth dwell bodily in every Saint, ij 
fame meafure as it did in Chrifl, wl 
he dwelt here on earth 

4* Then when the folnefTe of the < 
head Aiall be manifefted in the Sai 
they (hall have more power then C 
had,and doe greater work^ then he d 
that then they (hall have Diviae 
nour. 

5. One was complained of for fi 
that Chrifl wis a BaCUrd. 

6. Others, that themfelvcs were . 
Chyifith cJHefim. 
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Jefus Chrill is noc God cffcnti- 

ominally. 

t his humane nature was defi* 

ori^inall fin as well as ours, 
le is noc of an holier nature then 

That it is as poflible for Jefus 
(injas it is for a Child of God to 



That there is no fuch thing as a 
•f pcrfonis. 

lat the Scriptures are but a bu- 
enrion , a meet Hiadow, a falfc 
and ought not to be the foun- 
: any mans. Faith > more then 
Kryfha y and other Books« 
bat the Scriptures of the Old 
it doe not bind us Chrifiians , 
of the New neither, any fur- 
I the fpirit for the prcfent re- 
us that fuch a place is the Word 

lat God never loved one man 
:n another before the world ; 
the Decrees are all conditio* 



lat there is no Original! fin. 
lat the will of man h (till free , 
Tuperhaturals. 

ic the Saints may fall tocally,ffnd 
L 2 TOials-i 
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\ finally from grace. 

1 8. That Chrift dyed alike for al 
that the falvificali virtue of hisdeai 
tends to ail Reprobates as well as t 
Elcft : yea to the very Devills as w 
unto men . 

19. That Chrift came into the w 
notfor{ati$fa£tion,butfor pubHa 

I Not to procure for us , and unto i 
love of God, but only to* be a gl( 
publiihcr of the Gofpell to us. 

20. That God is not difpleafed at 
bis children doe fin : and that its i 
then Blafphemy for a child of God I 
pardon for his fins. 

2 1. That fan6lification is a dirt; 
dungie qualification. 

22.T&at the Do(ftrineof Rc^eni 
is a foule-deftroying Doftrinc. 

23. That faf)in^s and humblii: 
} Legall y and abommable. 

24. That the foules of men are 
tall. 

25. That there is no heaven £ 
godly , nor hell for the ungodly* 

26. That Civill Magiflracy is 
cbri/tidn y and but a ufurpationw 

27. That the whole Minifiry < 
land , as to their ordination , and 

ing is %/intichrijHan, . 

18 
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zi>'. That its as lawful! to Baptize 
ogs y and Cats , and Horfes , as Infants 
'Beii^^ers. 

29. That there is noe true Miniftery 
c. This day iQ the world: nor was fincc 
^^zntnMAfofiacy.^ which (they fay) 
ga» at the Death of the laft A- 
ftle. 

jo.Tbat there Will be none til fome A- 
>0les be raifcd up and fent , and when 
bfc Apoftles come, then there will be 
ic Evangelifts alfo^iund Paiiors,and not 
I then. 

Qnd^.fVhatmHJt Maglftrates d^e In 
ch cafes as thefe} 

Anfw. They muft doe their uttermoft 
\ reftrainc , and reprefs them. It was a 
ornfull fpccch of Tiherim^ that the 

# is ahne muji remciy the j»jurles offi red 

Jtothem. 6 no, Magiftrates are made 
icpers of both Tables: Are defigned ro 
» nurfiing Fathers : they receive the I 
rord to be a terror to the evil; Learned ' 
id pious AmefiM handling the quefli- 
1, whether Heretickj are to be punifli- 
1 by the civill Magiftrate ? Anfwe'rs, 
lat it Is his place ^ and duty , to reprefs 
id reftrainc them, and if they be noxi- 
us,and rurbulent,& if they be m^nifed- 
bhrphcmoas , and pertin:ic"iou?,^Of\e^\ 
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m ay ( faith he) be puniflicd with dea 
Lev. 24,1 'i^i6. 

Now that which is required of 
Magiltratcs at this time is} 

Firft> A peremptory abhoring , 
} * { crufliing that abominaole maxime 1 
a CathoUcks lil^crty y ahd tolleration i 
opinions : If men may be fuffered to 
from one Religion to another , they 
loone fall from all Religian to none 

I Secondly , A publick declaratic 
g.iinftallH.rr/i^j,and BUffhentles kn 
to be fpoken and printed. When ( 
rodim yZnd raidsvitts declared their 
/ian Hetcroioxies'm the Low C^^ 
\.\it States Gf/zfr^// baniflied tho; 
ducers, and burnt their Books, 

Thirdly^ Makins; fome (landing I 
againft fuch oppinions as. can be pi 
to be Heretic all ^and Blaffhemotu. 
Fourthly, A fetting up oiChttrc 
fclpline in its full power , that f6 i 
reach thefc Herefies and BUfpk 
.Were this^donc , you (hould not hs 
Herefie-iOX Slaflhewle jQnts^ its! 
but there would be a timely difcov 
it , and a fpirituall remedy to re 
erring perfons,& to prevent their fi 

.growtb. 
•^ /■ Fifthly An eTicoui^i\ti^> ^tv\' 
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§hout Herefies^md a Toleration of them. 1 5 1 

iiing the godly Orthodox , and painfull 
Mniftcrs of the GofpcJl in their affert- 
iflgs,and vindicating the truths of Cbrift, 
and in their oppugning of wicked , dan- 
gerous, and damnable opinions. Not 
fuflFcring them to be abufcd for oppofing 
the adverftries of the truth . Why 
ftould the fliepherd be difcouraged , be- 
caufc he keeps off Wolves fio.n the 
fteep? 

Sixthly , Ufing their Authority in a 
timely caufing to be fent forth more 
Aithfull, and able Minifters, fuch as are 
thorowly tried, & approved to be found 
in the faith,and fkilful co convince gain- 
fayersand feducers. 

Seventhly, Ufing their Coercivc!p/>w- 
cr with fuch Methods, and proportions 
as the reall fafety of truth , and foules 
doth require , and the repreflion of dan- 
gerous errors doth necdt . Not under the 
Jvctence of fanftity,to favour the growth 
ofHerefie. 

^eft, frhatmHil private Chrifti" 
d9ts doe to prevent « infeliieH iff thefe 
times. 

^nf0. Firft , be not light, or proud 
Chriftians . Errors are moft apt to breed 
in a proud braine, and a gracelefe tv^itu 
P/W, a/fd BUfphetmrs arc )0\tvtd to^- 
^^^ L ^ l\A'^t 
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Qaeftitmyand C^fcs of. Cot^c 

I thcr, 2 T/t^.j. 2. Its the prpi 
1 that confentsf not to the wi 

W9rds of Chrlfiybt^ dotes abctit ^ 

Secondly> Be not Ipofe Chrifl 
ungodliners be in the heart , er 
eaftly get into the head; 
heart can beft comply vyithjoaf 
I pies. 

Thirdly, Be not weak Ghrifi 

whofe £aith is implicit, and lea 

man, doth often truft out his 

ment, and foul. The weaker 1: 

have of truth, the mo ri cafily 

be cheated with error mftead ol 

Fourthly, Be not low Chrifl 

wordjy heart is a very low hear 

bclbiitfght and fold upon ever 

ferveits own turn. If thou 1 

fervant oiF truth for gain, thou 

flave to error for more gain^ 

Fifthly, Be not rotteri, a; 
critical Chriftians : Sfich ^re-g 
kelleve Ijesy who recene not tht 
the live of it'. .Its juft with < 
fuch fhould fall into real ern 
hearts did never love real tru 
deceitfull heart proves at le 
ceived heart. 
Sixthly, Be not tottering. 
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Jable Chriftians, Halt n9t heti^een two 
'ffimons. He whofe mind is but indif- 
ferent about a truths is more then half 
on his way to Error: 

Seventhly, Be not venturous-, and 
foul-tempting Chriftians. Jnllan fipt 
in his jifoStacj by going to hear Liba- 
mHs. Satan is ready enough to tempt 
you, be not forward to tempt him. Eve 
loft all by hearing one Serjnon from the 
mouth of the Serpent. That man that 
will expofe himfclf to hear new truths, 
doth oft come back with old Errors 
newly dreffed. 

Mr. Obad. Sedg»lck^s Parl.Sermon, 
JW;*. 27. 1646.^ 

Dr. Amias in his Cafes of Confclence 
propounds thcfe Queftions. 

Qucft. ffhether are jinabaftifistohs 
ac'conntei Heretickj ? 

Anf-w. They are not properly to be 
accounted Hereticks which only deny 
InfantrBaftifm ; yet is thi$ fuch an J5r- 
ror as is not to be tollerated in the 
GhurcJi^. But thofe of them which de- 
ny original fin, and the humane nature 
of Chrift born of the blelfed Virgin , 

&c. ar^ Heretickj. 

Queft. PVhether are the Atrcati\VK5» 
Heretickj} 

ArS(^^ 
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Anfw. The opinions of the ^ 
nidfis^ as chey are received^ andfac 
che common people, are not pro 
Hfrcjics , though they arc grii 
Errors tending to H^refie : but as 
are defended by ibmeof them, fc 
are the Pelagian Herejie^ becaufe 
deny the efm:acious operation df i 
nal grace to be neceffary to Coa^ 
on, and begeting faith in us. 

Qnd^.pyhether are the Lutherans 
retickj f 

Anfvf. Such amoneft them as j 
nacioufly hold the liyl^nUy of Ci 
humane nature^ cannot oe excufed 
Hersfiey becaufe that opinion doi 
rcftly overthrow the humane natu 
Chrifl: But beeaufe many amongft 1 
do difown that o^nnion, and othe 
them defend it, rather in the he; 
contention, then becaufe they be 
it to be fo, therefore they are rath< 
be accufed for ftupidity, or nudncC 
Schifmy thtn (or JJerejfie. 

Qacft. H^hether are Hereticks , 
fHnifhedby the civil LMafifirate ? 

^nfw. Firft, Its an undoubted t 

that Here-ickj are to be fupprcflfe 

ai/ godly perfons ^ccotdlrvT^to thei 

Vmg^ and that ^oNN^t \^\v\c>^ ^c^r^j 

V 
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received from God> and rhe rcafon is, 
becoufe all the godly are called to the 
Chriflian War- fare, that in their feve- 
ralftations they fhould oppole thciu- 
fclvcs to the kingdom of Darknefs. 

Secondly, The place, and office of a 
Magiftrate is,^ that he i>ioulcl,as thee is 
need, fupprefs ail wicked diftUrbers of 
the peace of Church, or State, by his 
Authority >^i;?^ the fvpor^' ytphlch ke bears 
not tn vain^ Rom.13.4. I Tim. 2.-2. 

Thirdly, Her:tickj therefore that are 
'manifeft, • and publick difturbers of the 
peace, ought to be re(i rained by the 
pub'.ick Authority of the Magiftratc, 

Fourthly, Such of them as proceed 
to Blafphemy , and ;ire pertinaciou<i,and 
obftimte therein, may be cut off by 
dieath, according to that Law, Lev. 24, 
15,1 6. Hi t/iat cHrfeth his God^r he that 
tUffheffteth the name of the Lordy (hall 
fjtrelj he fnt to deathy &c. For though 
this doth not bind Cbriflians as it was 1 
Law given to the J'^w, yet as it was the 
Command of God himfelf , it ferves 
for direftion to Chrittians what to do 
in the like cafes. When therefore the I 
glory of God> and the WclKfare of the 
Church do require that fuch exe.OTpV^v^ ^ 
/ puniihmcms /hould be mft\&cd > x5«.' 
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Magiftratcs may, yc ought to make 
of thiS) when otbsr meam will not | 
rail to amend them. Amefii { 

Qucft. fi^hy are Heretickj-, anij 

Teachers called the tail? lfa.g. 1 5 . 

jinfw. Firft, Forbafeneis> and< 

\ tempt. Let them pride rhcmfelves 

I ver fo much in their wit, learning, 

\ others admiration of them , yet < 

accounts them bafc. 

Secondly, For their bafe flatte 
and playing the Parafites , faw 
on Princes , and Patrons, as < 
do on their Mafters for a bone 
cruft. 
ThirdIy,For their inconftancy^ as ] 
move their tails eafily every way:fo 
I in their Do6^rine, and Converfatioi 
^ here , and there , and buzzing e 
where for advantage. 

Fourthly, E({)ecially for their 

fonfull, and hurtfull difpofition , 

\cffefts. For as Serpents hide 

1 venom in their tails, by which the 

much hurt , and mifcbief : fo i 

Teachers by'thcir Eloquence, Soph 

and bafe fliifts hide the poifon of 

hKt Doftrincs, \nVv^\^^ ^^^^ in 

and corrupt tVieCWtc\voS. ^^^' 
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falfc4)0iftrine is compared to Cokjt- 
trice eggsy Ifa. 59. 5. which if catch , 
caufe prefent death. Such Do^rines 
arc iJCtnicious AnthoribHs yto the invcn- 
tcrs of them, and Atditoribm to the 
hearers, and receivers of them. 

Qncft. what iV-Wr. Jer.Burroughs his j^^fl^ 
Jnd^ement about Tolleration ? ^^ 

jinfw. Hij Judgement is , thati^^^ 
nothing makes more fiir amongft us this ' ^ 
day then this principle of abfoluFc li- 
berty in matters of Religion. The wan- 
tonncfs ( faith he ) of mens fpirits, 
their extream boldnefs about the mat- i 
ters of God,andChrift)is,ruch as fhould 
caufe our hearts to tremble. Such hor- 
rid Blafphemous opinions are amongft 
iis> oyyned, and profefTed with fo much 
impu^nce, thatOMrDuty toGod, our 
love to,ajid care of the prefervadon of 
Religion, calls every confciencious per- 
fontofet himfelf againft fuch afaUe, 
finful, and dangerous Principle as this 
is. \ 

Qudl. why ? -pfhat is the iangtt ff 1 ,^/. 
this frincifle ? \ J f 

An[rQ. Firft, its an abhorring thing I'^^J''^*** 
CO any mans heart in the worlds that 1 
men {hould futfer that God to be blaf- 1 
I phcmed whom they hoBout*> tbodxifiiSL^ 



I 



mm 



158 Sa^fiions^ 4Hd C^fes €f Coffaem 



OijeB. 



Anfp^. 



nocbing (hould be done -for their i 
flrainc^ but ask them, whj theyd§ 
ud to perfwade them to doe otb 
wife. 

Secondly, itsagainft^the light of S< 
pture , DeHt.i^.i6. If thy brother 
tlj fomc , or thy daughter^ &c. Jhai 
cretlj entice thee faying j Z^etusg^ 4 
fcrve fit her ^odsy &c. Thon Jhalt 
confent nor hcarkjn to htm^ nor pity , 
fpar^^ nor concede him , tut tho9$ ji 
fHrely kill him . &c. 

Oh). This is the Old Teftame 
and we finde no fuch thing in "the ^ 

^nfw. We finde the fame thi 
and almo *k in the fame words > i 
in a Prophefie of the times of 
Gofpel, Z/ich.i^.^, In the lateen 
of the 12* chap, its propheiied 1 
thofc v^fhicU tierced Chrtfi (hould i 
'Hfon himandmoHrnj&c. and then 
13,1. There //^//. now a fountain 
opened for fin and for uncleanneffe ; 
ver. 3. It (I all come to pafs that he 
takes upon him to prophefie y his Fan 
and mother that hegat himfhall fay 
to himy Thou (halt not live l F^r 
fpeakefi lies in the Name of the L 
sud his father > «ndl bis wiotfaer that i 
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Hm P^atl thrnfi him thorotp 'whn he fro^ 
hefieth , the meaning is y that thoish 
hey begat him, yet they (hould be tne 
neans to bring him to condigne pu- 
iiihment, even to the taking away of 
is life. 

Thirdly , by this principle, the reios 
re let loofe to all kindes of wantonnefs 
nd fpirits of oppofition in matters f£ 
teligion ; and then the pride of mens 
learts will carry tbem forth to infinite 
arringsrand divifions. 

Ob;. But Chrifi hatb left fplrhnal ' bijeEl 
wans to prevent this ? 

Anftif. Chrifts fpiritual meanes are Anfy^. 
o work in a fpiritual way upon the 
icart to change it, and then upon the 
outward man : But whileft Chrifts 
neans are thus working , extemall 
neans may keepe evil from breaking 
•orth in the outward man. Chrift hath 
lot left the outward man to do what 
t will, till fpiritual means work upon 
iie heaa* , efpecially confidering that 
f you grant this liberty , men may 
ihoofe whether any of thbfe fpiritual 
neans fhould at all come at them. 

Ohj^&.ButMa^iprates have nothing 
do in matters of %^ligton^ 

Anfy9. Irsgrantedtnata >/U^5cAttV^A^ N 
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is noc an Officer of Cbriil in hi 
atbry Kingdom : ForChrifts G 
menc is two-fold. 
I, Firft, As he is God equal w 

richer, and together with the 
ruling Heaven, and Earth. 

Secondly, As he is God^ and 
Mediator in a peculiar I^mgdoin 
that he hath by way of difpe 
from the Father, Now the Ma 
is an Officer of God the Fathc 
Son in the general government 
world : but not an Officer of Cl 
his Mediatory Kingdom. 

■ Queft. Bm doth not this then 
him from exercijing any power in 
of Relix^ion ? 

Anfw. No> For God in the < 
of his Power in Governing the 
hath a fpecial aim at promot 
Kingdom of Chrift the Mediator 
foreMayftratesexercifing this p 
God,ought to aim at the fome ei 
God himfclf aims at inthe exercii 
own Power, i.e. to be ufefult to 
Government in his Chul:ch,^nc 
good of his Church. Godfi 
beginning of the iYorld aimec 

fetting of his Son to be King upon 

j hilly at the promoting of the G 
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him who is Ciod-man : And if Magi- 
Urates make not ufe of their Power to 
this end> he will require it at their 
bands. 

Queft. Its gr4i9ttcd that Magiflrates 
under the OldTef ament had fewer : hnt 
they in the exercife of fnch fewer 
ipre Types of the Kingly PoiPer of 
drift. 

\jlnfwy Wert there nothing but mcer 
examples> and Laws from the Old Te- 
ftameiic to confute this general toUera- 
tioni they Wteuld hardly be cogent, and 
binding, oiity fo far as there is eqiMty 
in tbem, andfo the Jndiclals bind nov^r 
as well as they did then : But ^ 

There is common Reafon, and Equi- 
ty from one civil Ordinance to prove 
another, though it be converfaat about 
fpiritual things : For > 

i. Its the Dictate of nature that' 
Magiflrates fliould have fome power M 
^matters of Religion : al! people have 
ever thou^t ir equal. The Heathens 
ivould never' fufter their Gods to be 
blafphemed , but puniftied fuch as were 
guilty thereof by their Mav;ift rates. 
. a. Sure there is a common equity i 
for there is a heceffity for it as well aonk 
as tbe0 ; la natur^U and ciViV iKvn^^ tx.*^ 
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u good ArgumoQt) there is n( 
fuch an help , therefore wc : 
fcek to have it. 

Queft. Horv will h apfcar tha 
isn€edof it. 

Anfw. Becaufe we were in ; 
miferabie condition if we had 
temal civil power to rcftrain fror 
pbecnies) and Seducements : th( 
condition of the Jews was far 
happv then ours. For if any of 
blafphemed God, and fought to 
any from him, they were to put I 
death : But now if fuch do fcdu 
neareft, and dcareft relations int 
way^, as we judge will turn to the 
lafting damnation of their ifouls, ; 
muft only dcfire them to forbear 
monifli, or reprove them, butr 
them we may not. If our deliv< 
from the Pedagogy of the Lav 
brought us into this conditioi 
burden is herein greater thci 
that the Law hath laid upon our 
fathers. Hath Chrift delivered u 
one burden to lay a greater upoi 
Muft we »ow ftahd , and fee 
which are deareft to us,drawn av\ 
to damnable wayes,and ffaind) an 
yon,butnowa.^VitXip"dc^OTL^ twcrfi 
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I our condition is very fad : and have we 

' not caufc to fay, L Wi let any bur den of 

the Ceremonial Law he Uid HponHsra* 

ther them this ? If mad-men were run- 
ning up and down the Itrects with 
knives, and fwords in their hands, and 
we might only fpeak to them, but not 
reft rain them, what a mifchievous thin^; 
were this ? The cafe is the fame, when 
thofe who are mad with damnable He- 
refies may run from place to place, and 
draw all they can from the truth , and 
we may only admoniili them : furely 
, God hath not put his Children into f6 
fad a condition, but hath provided bet- 
ter for them. 

Thirdly, We find it recorded in 

Scripture , that - heathdi Magiftrates 

which had only the light of nature to 

walk h^ i yet intereffmg themfelves in 

matters of Religion ; and the Holy 

Ghoft relates it as matter of eommen- 

<Utions in them. As Ezra 7.26. jir- 

taxerxes interpofes his power in matters 

o( Religion, and Ezjra bleflcs God for 

it. So NekuchadnezMryV>in.in.29. I 

make a decree ^ that whofoever fpe-ikfs 

' dgainfi the Goi ef Shadrachy &c. jhatl 

fe eHtinflecesy an^ his honfe he ma^^ea 

\ Dufig-hllyUc, This h tecotdfc^ ^% A 
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work of the Kings Repentance. so>T^«< 
3,The King of NimvchyrocUxms a Faft, 
and commands all to obfervcic 

Queft. B$$t doth fi9t the holy Ghf 
juftifie this power of the tJUd^iJhati w 
the times of the Goffel ? 

Anfw^ Yea ; and that , 

Firft, In the Prophefics of the time 
of the Gofpel : for Prophefics : die 
afore-named Jplice ; Zach.i^.^. can- 
not be put oft : and ^/M9*^3* ^^^ 
(hdtlhe thy fmrfing F others j tec. But 
their protection of the civil peace can- 
not be fufficient to give them tbe tide 
of Nurfm^ fathers. So Ifa. 60.10. Tte 
fons of the ftr angers fhall build $tf tkf 
TPdlls^ and their Kings [hall mnifier #»- 
to thee , to wit , by their poYVcr, So 
RiCV.ii. 24. Th Kings of the emth 
(hall bring their glory ^ and honor to tU 
Church : and furely this is more chcB 
meerly to proteft their outward 
peacc^ 

Secondly, In the Nevy TcflamcBC 
^nir.i^.4. He isthy Mini fier for ^ thy 
good. And I Pet. 2.13,14. Magiftrates 
are Cent for the punifhment of evil-^doerSf 
&c. Now therefore why mould we £* 
fiitigui/h where the Scripture doth nor. 
JVon difiinguendum abi ScriftterM ma 
difiino-uit. ^^^ ^ 
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' Object. Bm the nature of the thing 
requires that it be refirained to tkoft 
things that belong to hiscogni^itnce. 

tAnfw. Its true, the Magiftrate can- 
not command every good tning,nor pu- 
nifli every evil. The abftrufc contro- 
vcriies in Religion come not under his 
cognifance) as a Magiltrate : only he is 
CO punidi fMch things asareagainft the 
rules of Juftice) and Eguiry, and the 
common light of Chriftianicy. 

Objeft. Bnt thofe forenamel Serif- Obje^. 
tnres fpeaking cf civil Magiprates ^ 
ffeakj>nlj of their forver in civil things^ 

%/fnfw. The Magiftrate is called ci- : S^nfv^ 
vil, bccaufe the power that be executes ; 
is Civil. He cannot do the works of a I 
Cfanrch-Officer , as to adminilter thei 
Sacraments, preach > &c. by all th: 
power he hath : but this hinders not 
the ufc of his Civil power, and the do- 
ing of external afts upon the out^ 
ward man, which are fubfervicnt to a fpi- 
riualgood. Though he cannot work 
in a {piritual way upon mans foul by 
his power, yet he may by the cxercifc 
of it upon the outward man, reftrain it 
from the external a6l of evil, or bring . 
it ro an cxrernai good. For v«iVvxtCQ!^-\ 
m^admcnc foever lequues iLtvj dwv^ -^ 
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requires us to make ufe of all helps tl: 
'may further the performance of it; a: 
if there be civil , natural, or fpiriti 
helps, we are bound to make ufe 
all. 

Objeft. Its granted, that A/agiihi 
cy is Gods Ordinance f§r oHrcivil gooL 
thfe Texts ef Scripture: ht hm will 
appear that he intended itftr our fpiriti 
good ? 

Jnffv. What naturalnefe there i 
any thing , it hath it from God : 1 
Nature is Gods work : So then if thi 
be a Naturalnefs in it, to wo-k upon 
outward man for t|ie furtherance 
its fpiritual ^ood, this is from God. 

Queft. How can natui;aly and esa 
nal things he helps to things fpiritual^ , 
divine} 

*. ^nfjp. Reafon, yea> fenfc tells 
that the uking away of external 1: 
derances > and the puting men u\ 
the external ufe of divers things, i 
keep from much evil, and further m 
fpiritual good. Seeing therefore i 
the New Teftamcnt fets out the po 
of Mauiftrates, and requires fubini^ 
to them in general tearms ; we i 
thence coacX^^y tW\.\\t.I.^tdltitc 
fd CO leave ChtiBiaxv^^^^ xJcv^vLV&i> 
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on to Magiftraces, to the Jishc of na- 
ture, and to the equity of the general 
rules which were in the Scripture afore- 
time : fo that we may boldly fay to God j 
himfelf, L^rdifVe found in thy IVordthat] 
omC€ thon didjf mal^ */? of the power of\ 
the Magiftrate in matters of Rellgiony 
and its no where forbidden in the new 
Teftament^ nay its there faidy that they 
are appointed for our goody and to be a ter* 
ror to evil worker Sy whence we gathered 
Ithat it was thy will that we (konll fnb^ 
mit to them according to thofe general j 
rmks. fVc found d^o thaf it was thy j 
nnnd that wefhould make nfe of all natU" 
ral helps for onrfpiritual advantagey and 
we found in thy fVord that thou didft al- 
low the Exercife of the Magift rates 
power in matters of Religion even to thofe 
that had but the light of nature to guide 
them : and feeing the uje reached only to 
th^ outward many we did not fee it necef'- 
\fAYy to have afpecialinjUtution for ityCr 
\ therefore we made ufe of it; and without 
^mefHon God will accept of this plea. Con^ 
^deralfo further. * 

FirftjThat when the Apoftles were 
conventcd before Magiftratcs about 
matters of Religion, they never ^ka.4- x 
^d^y ToH have fso power iwtfclnjs«f tVis\ 
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l6Z QuejliMSj, and C^fcs of Confd 

I nxtfire : they hdong only to Chri 
if G»r Klngy And, to the Governn 
hitthft in his Chftrch : but the 
pleaded the juftnefs of their cm 
I that vyhich they preached was rf 
of God, and that they did it iq 
ej?ce to hitn. 

2. If all n)en arc bound to i 
all their gifts , and talents for i 
pa^:;ation Of the Gofpcl : then i 
gittrace that harh more pow 
others, muft improve rhic Ukcv\ 
only by countenancing the trutl 
all other means accordin:; to i 
tates of reafoh , not iforbid 
Scripture. 

Objefi. Btft Cqnfclencs is 
things at^d. therefore mttji not he 
yvithf 

jinfw. For all this the devil 
be let alone when he gets in 
confciences. God hath appo 
City of refuge for him. If \ 
into the Cp^ciencc, he muft b 
from thence , as Jo.ih was f 
horns of jrhe Attar,orfaln upoi 

Q;:eft. Ifh^t then m^Lj f^s done 
infnch a cafe / 

Jtnfw. Firft,A man thai 
jppnfcicnccjtrvi^b^ tco^vitcd^Lc 
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account of his confcience , and the 
grounds upon which he goes. lu againfl 
chelighcof nature for men that live in 
t focietv that they (hould do fuch 
thii^ wnereof they need give no ac- 
count to any whatfoevcr. 

Secondly, Enquire, whether the de- 
vil indeed be in the confcience : it may 
be he is in fome other room in the foul, 
' only he pretends to this as to his fan- 
duary. If he (hould be found in a mans 
will , he thinks he {hould be hunted 
cbence with violence: but he hopes 
men will deal more tenderly with conr 
ieience> and will let him alone there, 
^eft. But hovf (hallwek^w whether 
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the deviJ be in the confcience y jeay or 



no 
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j4nft». Firft, If you fee a mans pri- 
vate Intereft is much engaged in what 
he pretends Confcience for, you may 
then juftly fufpeft him. 

Secondly, If in other things it ap- 
pears that the man is not much under 
the command of confcience,but he can 
take liberty as be pleafeth , you may 
juftly fufpeft him. 

Thirdly, When the account a man 
gives, cannot in a rational way be ivid^^- 
I cd fuch as ihould probably tmJVe.^^ \viSSL 
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to grofly ; as is apparent he is mifl 

Fourthly, If a man be proud ^ 

turbulent in his carriage, then the 

is rather in the will then in the cc 

ence : when a man by reafen c 

confcience differs from his brethre 

fhould carry himfelf with all humi 

and meeknefs , and felf-denial i 

other thin^ that thereby he maj 

nifeft, that its not from wilfulnefs 

I meerly from tendemefs of confci 

' that he cannot do as others do. 

Fifthly, If a man be not WiiXva 
ufe means for the informing of his 
fcience, no not of thofe means v\ 
are not againfi his own principles , 
goes on peremptorily, and floudy 
6. Sixthly, When a man by reafon 

Scripture i% fo put to it, that he i 
either renounce his Errory or fly f 
fome of his own principles ; he 
rather deny his principles then } 
himfelf convinced of bis £rr#r : ' 
is fuch an one as the man fpoken 
Tit. J. 1 1, that is felf^oftdemnei ; 
therefore ought to be rcjcded. 

Qucft. Bnt ifhat mfiy ^^ ^^^ ^'J 
I Oi ferfift in an Error under tb^ fret 
of confcience . 
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ed, if he perfift in fuch an Err^rzs 
innotftand with the Power of godli- 
:fs,notwichftanding his confcicnce be 
CO be caft cue of the focicty of the 
lints. 

Secondly, If his Error with the pro- 
(fionof it,be dangerous to the date, 
id he cannot be. reclaimed, he may 
I cut of from it alfo, notwithttanding 
5 plea of Confcience. 

Thirdly , Pretence of canfcience-can- 
otcxcufc a man in matters of appa- 
cnt injuflicc done to another, cither in 
is ftate, or goods. 

Fourthly, A man may bring himfclf 
oth under thc^ Civily and EcclcfiaiUcal 
vord, not only for fins injurious to our 
rother, but for fins againft God^ as 
lafphemy, ^rofs Idolatry, c^r. Yea, 
le heathens cannot by violence be' 
3inpellcdto profcfs the Cbriftian Re- 
gion, yet notwithftahding any^ plea of 
onfcience they maybe reftrained, ' wd 
lat by violence from btafphemiag 
thrift, the Scriptures, or doing a6^s of; 
ny open diilionour to them. 

Fifthly, Notwithftanding any mans 
onfcience, he may be kept from fo- 
luccing, and endangering the t^VJ^ttf»^ 
/ others. The li^ht of puutt tfi;w:\vt.V 
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Que/}. 



Aitfw. 






u$> chat f uch may bs cue off a< 
then others in fout-damning 
pies. 

Sixthly, In fome cafes,a prh 
himfelfe may ufe violence to 
men from evill. If a man dioi 

Ito feduce my wife , or child in 
whichi know would endanger tl 
if I could have no help by the M 
I may >if I have power keep him < 
what I may dos by my owne fti 
may call in the help of the Mag 
do for me y when there is a 1^ 
and he is bound to ufe his . 
therein. 

Queft. Bt$t rfhat if erro 
lefs m9nKm , C4n there bt 
done to men to refiraine th 
fuchf 

Knfj^. Yea, fpch may be tr< 
fuchways of evill that their O 
put them upon fo far as to ta 
wantonncft of their fpirits, & 
left of meansJn tin;ies of Libei 
a great wantonnefs uoonmens 
are cTqually ballanccd to receb 
error raid every little thing cs 
lancc , as intercft in a frier 
from fuch men ol t^^Mx.^ >^ 
help ag^ft VucV t.^xix.^\\oTfi 
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perfon (hall fee chat there is iTom- 
;o be fufiered in chat way,tt mav be 
les to rdlraine him from emora- 



eft. Suffofe a man be • n$t rvMir 
fit ferioHs , suti negleQs n§ mtan$s \SSffi* 
rm his Confaence^dyet hccoM' 
lUj whdt tnaj he donet§ fueb a 

w. He fliould be deak with in Jinfw^ 
tenderneffe and love ^ yet b f uch 
as by bis weaknefs he makes him- 
lefs ferviceable to the Common* 
I y or Church j then other men j 
y b^ denyed fome benefits » and 
:dges which are granted unto d- 

eft. Bftt by f§mentiHg Dlvifioffs , O^fi^ 
phicharein authmtj may rule the 
heft? the divijtons of the times Mre 
dvantages ydni their ends mre befi 
when Chnrch aniState are mefidi- 

fw. But let men that for fuch ends ^ Anfw. 
iivifion, confider that, ^ ^ ■ 
To mainnine chat Which is e- 

To aime at their owne ends , not 
iing whatpublick miC^hiefes fol- 
>.chcir private adya ntagisSM^iVj^V 
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3. Not carting what th<^ divifioi 
I if fo be their turnc may be fcrved, 
abomioable ) andcurfed is that ma 
wiftics for, or rejoyceth in, or fee 
continuance of diviiions for fuel 
endsryea^ be is not worthy to bre 
fo good an air as Englands is,chac 
not ^Uin^ly lay down his life t 
the prefenc diviiions that are an 
us. Juft it were chat fuch a man i 
be feparated to evil, and chat his 
(houUi be blotted out from under 
ven* 

Mr. Bwrrougbis his Irmcum. 

j^ueft. Ha0 elfi m^y thewiek 
of a tollerdtlBM of Herefiesy Blafph 
&c. bemadeoHt } 

Anfw. Fir(t , The Saiptures< 
bid and New Teftament do oft 
mand us to ask for, follow after,; 
walk in that one good way^ and . 
tend cdrmFtly for that oko Faithj t\ 
fafi the truthy &c. and reproves 
cbndems turning afidetoa^yfalfc 
or halting between two, or more 
gtonis) or Worfliips, So i K$f^ : 

2 Kin. 1 7.3 3 ,41 . Zeph.i . 5. 

Secondly, God fore-cels, and p 
fes,erpeciallyinthedays c^ the( 
cogi!veon&beiin))AnA«v»ei0i«] r# i 
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le : and that as there is but oqe Lordi 
/tf his ffamefcdll be oncy and ihat all ihall 
/callupon,andfervc him with one coh'- . 

And there are many exhbrucions co 
Chriftians to be oiommind^ and that 
there be no Schifms amongft them, &c. 
2 Cor. 1^.11. PhiL2.2. &4.2. I C^. 
i.xo. £fk^.Z* therefore the tolerati- 
on of all, or many ways is contrary 
hereunto. 

* Thirdly, A toUeration of falfe ways 
fights dire£^ly againft many places of 
Scripture, as 2 Or. 13. 8. f^e can JU 
nothing Again jt the trmh , but for the 
truth y Pro. 23.23. Buy the truth , and 
feU it not. SOyBe vdUant for the truth: 
Strive for the faith of the Goffel. They 
that keef the Law contend with thewick^ 
eL foul would not give place to falfe 
brethren , no not for an hour : and many 
other places named before. 

Fourthly , The fum of the <^cripcure 
is faith , and a good life, and the end 
of all Eftatcs both Political, Ecdefiafti- 
cal , and Oeconomical are to maincain, 
and continue thefe. But ^general tol- 
leration is againft all thefe, in that it 
1 allows a liberty of denying thci'crip- 
j tutcs ro be tbt Word of God^ ^di teA 
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up the confcience above the S 

makiiig every mans confcien 

the polluced > aud feared c'oxifc 

rule of faitb) and holinefsy b< 

pure, and unerring Word ( 

whilft diey cry out, Menmnfi^ 

ing to thiir confcicnccs'^t neve; 

going according to thr Word 

Fiftbly>Whac God in his W 

mands 9 or forbids (ingle pc 

chemfelvest and their own pn 

commands, or forbids the fai 

only for themfclves, but to the 

jundet their command, and t 

fee to ic to ufe their power, A 

and intereft to caufe all under 

( do fo likewtfe, and not to fui 

I to go on in any falfe tvays, 

Texts amongft many others 

©• Swtbly, The Patriarchs,godl 

&Xings,and other good Magif 

I make ufe of their Authority^ tc 

falfe Doarine, falfe Worfliip, 

phets, and Seducers,and to br 

tinder them to the true Woi 

fear of God) as t/ihr^ham 

UHofes , JofhMA^ CideoH , Je 

\ ^fayHc7utkiAhy^^^\^^N%b€mi 

f ^ 
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cvenchly,Yea,They (fid not only do 
but cberein did rheir ducy^as \s clear 
a the approbations > fpeciat TeAi- 
nicSjProchifes^Rewards^aadBldlings 
ui fay Cod of them> niad« to theai) 
beftowed upon them by God for fo 
ig. Its faid, that therein they did 
: which wds^^ht in the fight of God ,• 

rr.14.2,3,4. and many oifter places, 
gbthlyifach Magiftrates as itere dear 
Jod,yet if ontofcari^al refp^ to 
vt§y Children, or other I^refts, 
/ tolleracedldolacry,and^o^r evils, 
ufed not their power to reftrain , 
puni(h them, have been fliarply re*- 
\red, and feverely puni{hed by Ood 
it, zs Solomofiyi King. Xi* 4> &c. 
, &c. 

)bjea. Bm Idotdtrj , dnd idolia&s 
e the adequate ObjcS of the cvercive 
er of the Kings of Judah , 4nd thdt 
latry not mednt of thofe that worfhifed 
trtte ^od in tt fdlfe manner ibftt iffncb 
^eft the (jod of IJrael to T9irp9tffal(e 
Sy and thofe neither ^ Ji^flj ^ f^^^ j 
as [educing others ; bat thismoer ex^ 
ied not to Heretic kj^ Schijmatickj > 
. though there jpere ammgft them 
farifeesy Saducesy Herefdiansy &c. 

^njw, FirRi Ich4acen,asidliicK«c^ 

N c^' 
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only wetc not the adxcjuace o! 
tte Magiftratcs coercive poirer, 
nerally the matter of the Co^ 
the whole wprfiiip, and truth o 
For ](f/iaiy Hezjekiah > Afdy anc 
fhaty fupprcffcd other evils be 
I dolatry, as Wil-worihipt thing 
to Idohtry) and prophanation 
Sabbathi|tharryingof ilrange vvr 
as appetrsy 2 Chron.i/^.^ i, &c. 
23.8>9., • vrith a ^Ar#;». i-^ug,?* 

17. C^ 33.17. -Ai^^/^.iJ.y^Sjis 

a8,3o.£«r4 lOtjjS. 2 JTiVr^j 23 

Secondly, The Idolatry vvhicl 

godly Kings puniflied, and reft 

was as well the worihiping of t 

God after a falfe manner, as ti 

fhipiiigof falfe Gods v as appear 

Golden ^i«/|r,Exod.32.4*,?.6. a 

r^^ff^wx Calves, tJCiW, 12.27,2 

did not believe thefe Calves to b< 

but VYorftiipcd5<?Aw^ibby them. 

JofJ'.iz.i 2,12. All Ifrael^uht 

gether to war againR Reukcrt^ & 

for making an Altar to a ftrange \ 

for making anAltar to offer upoii 

true God,befk}es the Altat i^ct 

his Tabernacle, verfe 2i.2(5,28>2 

ThtftUy^ They did not only 

grofs Id(^a!Ctt>N!&<)ni tit.xA.^«i 
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ic fucb as were feduced. Mofes pu« 
iHied 3000 rach death for their Calf- 
ofihip* So zChr(m.i^i%. they that 
ould not fcek the LoiKl,whether fmall, 
r great were to be puniilied» Dent. 1 3 . 
II a City that was xlrawii to ferve other 
ods,wa3tobeflain. 

Fourthly^ The Phmrlfces^ SadMCiSy 
'ierodians^dfx .were not pumilied: 
ri. Becaufe Religion was then 
mightily corrupted y and all 
things were out of order in 
Church) and State, which ba- 
{kned their deilru^ion. 
%^ The Jews were not then a free 
people, nor had the dvil power 
abfolutely in their hands, 

3. God permitted thofe times to 
abound with SeBs , becaufe he 
bad a purpofe to dcftroy their 
Common-wealtb,and the Tol- 
leration of thofe SeB:s made 
way for, & baftened their ruine, 
as It hath done many others. 

4. There is a great i^reement be- 
tween the f alfc Prophets under 
the Old Teftamcnc , and the 

Ifalfe-Teacbers unidcr th<tNew , 
as is evident in many Scriptures 
i J of the New Teftajft^wt^ YiVvvcV 
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lively refemble ckefe.esd 

chcr , fo that it calmot b 

. ^ed chat the firft fort 

I be punUhed with death,ai 

^ later not punifhed at al 

g. Ninthly, we have the full com 

te(timony ^and judgement of tb 

Godly aiid learned Proteflanc D 

as Calvin', Zancfyj UUelanffhm^ 
V. Martyr y Bfilltngetj Mtifcidm^ 
miusy Gerdrdy Bucofmsy BUf^M , 
wri^hty the LcUin Profeffors, f 
TrigtoHiusyicc. that the care of 
gion and Gods worfhip belongs 
Magiftrate, and that God hath 
him power objeftive , and extei 
Ecclefiaflical caufes to look to R< 
as well as to civil Juftice. 

Tentbly y there are many com 
in Scripture given to Magiftn 
punifh offenders againft the nrft 
as idolaters,blafphemers,faIfepr< 
feducers, witches, wizards: pr< 
of the Sabbath , &c. as Excd. 
I>cHt.i^.iy2y%. and 17. 2, 3,4,5, 
Liv. 24. i6y 23. and 20. 2, 3, 
27^1^.18.20,22. 
Objea. Objea. B9U tbefeare OU Te, 

exdmflcs. 
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bele commandsyaf againft dfertag tbeir 
iiUdren to M^kch , tnd dealing with 
^miliar fpirics>dd[crve> and are puni(h- 
:d now under the Gofpel as well as 
uider the Law, why not then ihofe o- 
her ofblafphemy,falfe prophets, ido- 
aury, &c. 

Secondly, thefe precepts for the Mi- 
grates punifhing idolaters , blafphe- 
aaers, &c. extenckd not to the pumfh- 
nent of Jti»s only, but of ail ftrangers 
n the land , both Profehtes that dwelt 
imongft them , and pallengers that tra- 
i-ellcd thorow , and came into their 
zountrey for trafiiquc^ So Lev. 20. 2. 
ZjCv. 14. 1 5. He that blafphemes the 
l^ameofthc Lordfkall fnrely be fnt to 
ieatb^ AS well the fir anger j as he that is 
^rn in the land. 

Thirdly , the reafons, and grounds of 
thefe Laws^ with theufe, and end of 
diem are of common equity, and con- 1 
cern us ChrifUans as Well as they did) 
^t^ews. 

Fourthly , even before iMofes his 
time , in other Countreys Idolatry de- 
ferved puniflimentby the Magittrate, 
as Jo^ tells us. Job 3 1, 26, 27,28. and 
Anaxerxesy NehichadnezAar^ C^c • ttvvi^ 
L^ws for paei/hing thofe tb^t\>\^^^^' 
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med the Loi;<i,and tranfgreifed bis 1 
ts wc heard before. Maflcr Pritt 
Sjpord of rheChr'%JilM$Magifir0ite [m) 
edy doth largly and excdlosdy Chcv 
^y the Lighi of Nature in aU ages. 
Heathen Magiftraces have 'made I 
againftj and puniflied fuch as th< 
ftcemed to be Atheitts, Hcrei 
Blafph;:mcr.s of their gods, or oppu 
oftheireftabliflied Religion. . 

Fifthly , this coercive power i 
Magi (Irate is every way as biefwl j 
ncceffary now for the glory of ( 
falvanonpfmen? fouls, and pea 
the Church and State as it vras.i 
yea, §c in fome refpefts more nec< 
there bein:^ in our dayes , Hoc .one 
fame reafons, ^d caufes for the | 
of the Magiftrate> but many otfci 
as; vvjis ftieAcdby Mafter, Bfirramj^ 
fore. 

Mr. Tho. Eilwf, Mgainfi tvl/eratii 
Qucft. Hm maj h fm'ther a 
that corrupttcn In Religion , 99m 
trtakjng forthy and exfrejjfed^ put) 
anrl ms^ te reftrdimi and fMnifl 
the civil Mmiiftrate ? 

Anfvsf, ty4nfw. From the example of < 

Jpkn 1. 1 3>&c. vnho yvhi^ifed out 
Temfle thoft tbfit [oU Oxen oaA 
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Objed. Bm Chrilt did this su God , Ohjech 
" Mt left as the McJfiaSy therefore its net 
mtdile ? 

Aufw. Firft, Civil Rulers are Chrifls Anfv^.i. 
ice-gerencs, as he was God^ and there- 
>re they are called6'0ir,Pial.82. 1,6. 
ad faid to judae fer God, 2 Chrou. 
p.d. and are called the OMiniflers of 
'ody Rom. 1 3. 4* who are totakeven-i 
sance in Gods ftead ; they are alio 
thrifts vice-perents as Mediator > as 
tie that hath aU fewer committed to 
m in earth as weU as in heaven^ Mat. 
8.18. From him therefore as politi- 
d headofhis people^Magidratespow- 
r bn earth muft come, Prov. 8. is,it5, 
[ence he.is called Ki^g of KingSy\Tim. 
16,17. ^^v. 19.16. yea, he makes! 
lem nurfing fathers to his Chureh^ and 
I commits his Church which is his 
^ufe , into their hands ^ as to thofe 
ho by their civil authority are everyl^ 
ay CO further its welfare 5 and thcre- 
►re what Chrift did when on earth, to 
irgc corruptions out of his Church , 
\ now doth by ciie hands of his yice- 
ircnts. 

Secondly, he that was God man, who 
ied here, did it in amixt vYay,not on- 

as God, but partly a& n\arv i\to > ^%\ 

N 4 TV\^X\\ 
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\ man he made the whip of cords , 
fmote them cheremch : . his e: 
pie therefore herein is imitable by 
of place, and the reafon whcrdby C 

1 z& was jufiided, was the z,cals of 

houfeyjdtin 2. 1 7. which muft nee 

yeeldedtp be an apt, and juft r 

lutable to the a6l, and imicable fa 

jtbers which are c;^ll^ the 

Ob col. .Obj?4k» ^^ was aff cxtraorilnM 

in Chrifi 04 m^f^ to pHHlihjtiufesii 
lli^iqn in 4 Corpora J way ? 

tyiufvp. Firft, admit that, yet a 
the aft it felf of fuch puniihment 
ajbufesin religion^ muft needs be 
fe|f , that whereon tjie image of < 
2eal was (nftamped) and that wi: 
it feff is good, or elie Chrift coul 
hsive done it without fin : and if 
nature it was good* its imitable fa 
as are called thereunto to do thai 
ordinary vyay, which he did in an 
ordinary, 

SecQndly>be it that it was escti 

nary in Chrift as man to aft thi 

was Thineas his ail in killing Z 

and Co^iy Numb. 25.7,8. and^ 

I e/s in hewing uf^ag in piece? , i 
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Ptiejfjj I King. 18. 40. yet it muft be 
ved<ied chat there muft be fome who 
hf c^ce might and (hould in an ordi- 
nary way have puniflied fuch (ins , the 
Lord not ufing to ftirre up. any in an 
extraordinary way to do any fuch a£ls, 
but in a defe£k of ordinary power. So 
by thefe extraordinary a6^s, was a fup- 
ply made of the defeat: of Magiftrati*- 
cal power, which in an ordinary way 
I makes ufeof the fword , or whip for the 
1 corporal puniQiment , as'^^^^f. ij. 4. 
rather then fuch abufes in Religion 
flial not be in an external coercive way^ 
curbed and puniihed , therefore Chrift 
I chought it fit to put forth his hand to 
fo good and blcifed a work, when 
chofe vyhofe duty it Was to do it, would 
not »difchaige their truft. 

Qaeft. H^hat corruptions in religion Q^^ft* 
are thus to he pwtijhed by the Ctvil Md" 
giftrate f 

jinfw. We muft diflinguifli of cot- hnfv^. 
rupdons in Religion,and they are, 

Firft, either Dogmatical or PrdEticdh 
and thefe again are either fuch as are 
more groffc , and ftrike at the funda- 
mentals or vitals of Religion^ whether 
direAly or collaterally : or fuch as atQ 
of a more ciroimftantial , atid \v^^i 
ojtufe. 
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Secondly 9 corruptions in rdigim 
are either fuch as are fecretly cakeo 
up ) and embraced ; or fuck as come 
under mans view , being ouccvardly ex- 
preiTed by word, wricing, &c. and tbdfe 
again are either iuch as are held fordi 

I with meeknefle , and real expreffions 
of a cordial reactineffe to lay them a- 
iide upon better information : or fuch 
as are carried on in a turbulent way, 
j and with contempt of Civil^or Church 
order. 

Againe, reftraint » and puniHimeiit 
of thefe is either that which is meerh 
and immediately divine : orchacwhi^ 
is partly Divine, and partly humane , in 
refpeft either of the agent , or manner 
of a6irng : or that which is properly in 
the nature of the a6l,perfon, and man* 
ner of afting, hnmane ; and thi? againe 
is, either Political^ which is carri^ on 
in a Civil wajTi and by Political means: 
or EccUJtafUcdlj which is carried on 
in a Church-way , and by Church 
meanes. ^ 

Thirdly, a call of God to reftrane, 
and punidi abufes is, either immediate- 
ly Divine, as when by Divine lifion , 
/revelation^ ptophefie , infpiration, in- 
I RinSty &c. or i\v^il \N\\\e\\\% xs«iii«sh I 
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ctivuie > in rcfpcft of God the author , 
but immediately humane , in refpe£fc 
of man defign^ and inviting, 

down Mjm thefe frtmfes f 

jintvf. We fliallfticiv, I .Native- jinfw. 
ly, watt may not be done. %. iiffir- 
matively , what may^and muft. 

Firft, Negatively, we fay, that 
I. No private perfon in thefc 
dayes tinder any pretence wbatfoever 
may take upon him to reftraine and pu- 
ni(h corruptions in religion in thofe 
who are not under their perfonat 
charge. It's ra(h zeal , zeal without 
knovyledge to do |Ur thing this way , 
without the bouncK^ onesr particular 
calling, in the limits whereof everyone 
(hould abide with God, i Cor. 7. 20,24. 
It tends to confuiion , and God 't& no 
auiiiour of that, i Cor.i^.j^. 

z% No civil authority , nor perfons 
therrunto called, may ( as fuch ) pu- 
nifh abufes in Religion in any Ecclefi- 
afiical way, as excommunication, &c. 
Chrift never gave the power of the kcvs 
to Civil Ma^ratesjbut to bis Churcn- 
Oflficers,i^/«f. x6.t8, 19. and 18-17,18. 
1 Cor. y. 4. neitlier may Church-. 
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by imprifoninenr> fines, ftripes, fwcdi 

J. Neither Civil) nor Cliurch power 
nltYpittiiAiamecrfuppofed convpcion 
in Religion , but chac wiuch doth ouqh 
idBXs appear CO be fo by the Word dt\ 
Goa 9 jtfaey muft not make men offen- 
ders for a word rightly uttered by tte 
juft, Jfa.%9.i\ . that's Mind zeal, as JA. 

4. Neither of them may cenfure > or 
unifh corriijxions in Religion till they 
Sreak forth in outward exprcffions: 
For dien, and not till then they are o( 
leg^ proof, fcandalous, and infe^ous. 
Hence, Dm.i^.t '^^. and 17. 2, 3, 
4y K. die text faUn , If it be told this , 
I and if thou halt besrd itj &c. 

I %. Though fuch as are in anthoricy 
(hould be in a holy manner jealous , 
and carry a watchful eye in cafe of 
bints given of fuch corruptions, as the 
Heads of the Tribes were, when they 
heard of the new Altar, 74»^.i2.ii,8r€. 
and tanl of the Church of Carimth 3 
aC^.ri.2,3. yet they may not by ex- 
ternal violence , as by Oaths ex affcioy 
imprifonment , wrack, &c. brins that 
under cenfuie ^ which Gods providence 
dpeneth notfot \u 1[\\^VftMiwaa 
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mans would not do fO) ^{8.22.^0. and 
%3.22^6cc. 35. and 24«22,23. and a;. 

45. Though the corniptions in Rdi^ 
gioB be manif eft to the Civil or Church- 
Officers ) yet chey are not puniihable 
till fuificient m^ms of convidion be 
ufed. So we fee in the example of the 
heads of the Tribes » Jcjh. 12. 1 1, to 
20. Antieretick m«ft not be rcjeft- 
ed by the Church oil o^terMceior twice 
admomtion, 

7.Though neither Civil, nor Cburcln 
Officers may impofe upon Aliens from 
the true Religion 9 any of the wayes 
of it: yet the Civil Magiftrate may 
not fuflter f uch openly to viiifie , or 
blafpheme the true Refi^on, or to a- 
bufe the Minifiers and profefTofs of 
it, or any wayes to difturb them m the 
holyexcrdfe of it. 

8. Neither powers may e<pial- 
)y cenfure , or punifh alt forts of 
corruptions in refigion which come 
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into publick view j; but as the corru- 
ptions are more grode, or the perfons 
more turbulent in their way y fo they 
are to puniflb theo^ more fevere^ 

Secondly^ Pofithrelyiwe aJBOT^^^MS^ 
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both Chuccb and Civil Oflicers, th 
in a Church- way, cbc other in a I 
cal way, may, yea, miift reftraine , 
fcafoiubly and futahly punifh all 
corruptions in Religioa , mani 
aofle to the Word , when the 
oucwardly , and openly expri 
to the juft otfcnce of the J 
and the hurt of others. We 
they may , and muft do it ; j 
not left to their liberty to do , < 
to do it , but its their duty>whic 
may notdifpenfe with. 

Q^eft. H9W cdUf thu be p'ovcA 
the Civil Magifha^is duty f 

Anfw. Firft , bscaufe (iich refl 
and punifliment is a choice pi( 
iervice to the Lord from them> a 
uTurpation , but their duty^and w 
coming them. When Mofes 
call forth fome to punifli with cbc 

g>ral fword » the open corrupti 

vfiiQ vfM OH th Lfris fide ? or i 
/#r the herd ? vlt*. to punifh fuel 
ifuptions in fuch ofienders, and v\ 
fpeakins of the fame work , h< 

tnem> C^fecrate ymrf elves to the 
every one eifenbts fornieyMMdttfOH t 
fJber^ tJM be iM) \et\m a (Ufft 
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ya» to day. hSts of ju(Hoe againft the . 
Churches enemies, are a choice fervice, 
and facrifice C6 God. Hence > wb» l 
i^od by mans fword puniihtch the 
Churches enemies, I/^.ji^. 5. be calls k 
his [word that is fillei wuh blood. Se > 
Rev. I p. 17, &c. when the ovcrthto*r 
of the fupporters of the Man of fimn^ 
is fpoken of, its called, the Suffer of 
the great God : fo delightful and pica* 
iing to the great God are fuch aftsof 
juitice by the Civil fword upon fuch as 
are grofly corrupt in matters of Rdi- 
gion. Its to him as z facrifice y as z 
Supper. j 

Obj. Butftill theft are Old Tejlamnt . (j^j^ 
examples ? 

jinfw . Surely this is New TefttmcBt ^w^r, 
do£lrine, and that which Chrift com- 
manded Saint John to communicate to 
his Churches* Would not underminers 
of the Magiftrates power, have godly 

IMigiftrates to bc/<?r the Lordj and on 
his fide , as well now as formerly ? 
would they not have them do himfoch 
choice fervice, which may be to him 
as t Sacrifice as well n&N as then? 
Again, fuch as are zealous in doihg afts 
of Civil Juilicc upon corrupters of Rcp • 
I iiptmi f&y alfo are ftia to Vj^wVtliX 
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the Lamb J and on his fide ^ Re 
and they chat are wich him > an 

' ^ni chojefif ami faithful, i and C 
1^. rhey arc called Artmfs in . 
i.e. perfons of heavenly Ipiria^ 
and converfacionS) arrayed u 
Neither can this be evaded b] 
cbac thev fought againft Antich 
herents by the fword of the Sp 
Word of God, or by the fworc 
communication : biit its mean 
temporal fword of Chrift , as he 

^ KingSy and Lard of Lards ^ b; 

^ he bids his Magiibates from h 
venge lus quarrel upon the j 
Rome^ and his adherents: 
judgment fo executed is ca) 

^ Lords ^ Deut.i. i'}. and this 
ment upon perfons fo corrupc 
gion y is in the dayes of the G< 
out to be a renowned > and acc< 
fervice to the Lord, as is foreto 

66.l9,io,2i>&c. The Lord w 
with his fword all fie ^y and his j 
iemany^stii\6. towitf of thoi 
ripe themf elves in gardens , eai 
' clean things , &c. thcfe ftiall 
fumed together ^ even theft 
corrupt m matters of Religion 



ly tbut mediately > even by the Civil Ma« 
gpftrace , who beares Gods fword foj 
this end, as v.z^. 

Again^ Cant.%.i ^.Tah w the Foxes , 
&e. they arc the words of Chrift ^ and 
the word Taksy in the moft ufuil and 
proper fence , fignifies a taking by tx^ 
tcrnal force. So, zSam.i.io. David 
fok the jimalekjtey2Xi<iQt^\i\:iX. So> 
JjK^^.ia.tf. ,andi6. 21. and fuch ex- 
remall forcible taking is proper for 
Foxes that deftroy the Vines,aiKl there- 
fore this text muft be referred ro an 
aft in an external forcible way of ta- 
king and punilhin^ fuch Foxes , which 
fpoile the Churches of Chri(^. So 
falfe prophets are compared to Foxes , 
Ezek.i3.4. fothen this is clearer from 
that in Canticles^ 

I. That this is a charge of ChrijEl:,as 
Mediatour, to all fuch as being in 
place and office under him, aretorci- 
ftrain and punifli,even by the temporal 
(word^ as our Civil Rulers > who 
in a Poiiticall way are herein en* 
joyned forcibly to take fuch cor- 
rupters , and difturbers of Religi- 
on $ as well ^ €>f good mao« 
acts. ^ 

%. That fuch taking of (Foxti Vi\^»«\ 

O N\gfe 
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vice very acceptable to Chrift, 
diator , and Policicai head 
Church: yea) and to the ble 
( t her, and Spirit^ vyhofe name i 
andtotheGhurch> inwhofebd 
done. So Num.\%. ii. with 
79 8» God faith, that PhineA 
of zeal, was for his lake, Vtrfc 
Ffal.i.lOy IX, 12, The Kin^ 
Judges of the earth are reijmred 
the L$rds ammteiy verfe 6. wi: 
ing fpoken to Kings,cannot be 
ed to fenrice which other godly 
perfbrme , but extends to :aL 
tive fervicc, as Civil Rulers : 
was no ^(?/4iV4/ in junftion ct 
cemed only Judahs Ktn^s : i 
Pfalm being Propheticu in < 
times, flievvs that its a commai 
upon Gem/e- Rulers. J to fcrv< 
with their Authority in reftrain: 
puni(hing corruptions in Religi< 
2^ { Secondly, A fecond Reafon 
from the end to which the civ 
ftrate is appcnntedby God, whet 
end be more general, or fpecial. 
X. In General, he is appoii 
die good €f his SubjcAs, 7{pf 
whecher that good be natural, a 
/of cfaeitbod\ts%1^ei^^. ^^ to 
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uf nerejies^y ana a i ouer»ton oj- wcm. x 5^ j 

npcrapcc, Chaftity, c^r. or Civil, 

^ivil liberties, mens Luds^ Goods, 

. Or fpiricual, as the free paflage of 

Gofpel , the purity of Wormip , 

of the Do6brine , and Dtfd- 
ic of Chrift, &c. Now if God 
h made him a Miiiifter for good alf 
fe ways, then be bath armed liim 
h po(ver in a Civil way to promote 
tgoodofhisSubjeAsi and to re&ue 
m from whatfoever {ireaksout to im- 
r that good: And truly corruptions 
matters of Religion do ilrike at aU 
t good, both as they provoke God in 
igmerit to btaft al that good to a peo- 
where they do prevail; & as they oc*> 
on breaches in aState to the prejudice 
heir liberties,and peace: witnetfe the 
fnuts of Popery, fbtmerly amongft 

Of Anabaftijme in Gemumy : and 
LeveUifme hot long iincein Engtuni'^ 
i I pray G<kl that thefe may be the 
, and to divert that ftorm which 
ms to apprbach by reafon of many 
buleht, aiKl feditious fpitits aow 
>rking amongft us : and is not then 
: Magiftrate, who in a fpecial man- 
r is appomced for i£e fpiritual^ood 
his Subjefts, to maintaine and de- 
d th<!m by ojppofiAg ^ aiid /^v«0&cv 
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in'.; all principles, and pra<ftifcs v> 
tend to the difturbanccofthe Cbi 

So ^«««.i3.4»/yi«.6o,io,ii,i2. 

Obj. fyhAt9ieedthe Church any 
helps ?. It carried en Church^wajes. 
worjhip^ v^hcn the %3ilers of the ( 
hindred rV: and it hath weapons t 
own to avenge all dif obedience } 2 
10. 6. 

Anf.i. Its true> this help of Civ 
thority is notof abfolatc neccflityit 
being of a Church; but its an aci 
lativcgood, conferred by God upo 
Churcb to curb, and hinder whatfc 
is deltruftivc to her good. 

z. VVhcn the Church hath ufed 
power againft the difturbers of bei 
rity and peace ; yec even then 
may, andufually dogrojv more i 
lenty and turbulent, and do more 
xhen they did before : yea, fuchms 
from place to place to makeprofcl 
So that cither the Magiftrates i\\ 
and fervice is needful, or there wi 
left no ordinary, nor orderly poWc 
rcftrain,and punifh fuch groffc oi 
ders. 

Thirdly , a third reafon i& from 

prayers which God commands his 

pic to make for lVvlstT^\^3D.^\5Eft1^t 
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whichchey return to Gcxi when fuch an | 
end ]S attained. 

1 . For prayers, i Tim. 2* i , 2, I exhort 
chacprayers,&c. be made for Kings,&c. 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life in all godlinelle, and honefty. 
Whence it follows. 

f i.That we come not to God to de- 

1 fire to be let alone by authority in any 
vyay that is contrary to godlineiTe or 
honefty ; the contrary dsfire being 
that which we are taught here to pray 
for. . 

2.That Magiftrates by their office, 
now under the New Teftacncnt , are 
to look to matters that oertaine to 
godiinefsj borh Poftrinal^and Pra£li- 
cal,appearing in outward vjew,as well 
as to matters of honcity, 

A ;?. If this be a prayer according 
to the will of God , as it mufl: needs 
be,being dire(fted by the Holy Ghoft^ 
then its Gods will that Magifl-'ratei * 
ftiould by their authority fee that their 

I • fub;eds lead aquiet and peaceablelifc 

1 in all godlinefle, and honefty, that i$ 
free from diiiurbance in any fuch 
I wayes of godlinefle , by open, and 
I manifeft difturbers thereof. 

2. Por praifes, 5o in Ez-t^Ts ^^.i^^^'N 
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chty thankfully acknowlec^d ic as 
into the hearts of their ruldrs by C 
to take Tuch ef(e£iual care of pi 
peaceable, and comfortabfy carryini 
the whole work of God commiaei 
them, S^ra'j.2^jtcc. So Ram.il 
they praife God^for that the Kmg/sL 
ofthetorth arehecome the Kingd^mt 
C hr i ft J znd For thzt he takes te him 
the Kingdome- Nov the Kingdom: 
the earth become Chrifis 9 noc 01 
when the people fubmit to Cbrifts 
vernment ; but when fuch as Rule 
der Chrift , do rule for him , anc 
their civil power^CupprefTe fuch as oj 
ly oppofc y or feek to fubvcrt, or 
vert nis royal Laws, and bleflfed inf 
tions held forth in his Word. 

Fourthly y another argument ma 
taken from the zeal foretold to b 
private Chridians in Gpfpel-tin 
whereby they fliould provoke civi 
thority to ufe the fword in puni( 
perfons grofly ^ilty of cprrupcioK 
Religion : fo m tbac propbeKe be 
Q>okenof, Zach.i 3.3^6. 
5 , Fifthly, Another reafon is taken i 

tht puUick evil removed, and gooc 
caiaedbythedur.uCeof fuch power 
the (ad mifchieC^ attex^voo^^ ^^ 
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want , or groffe negle^ thereof, DcMt. 
I7.2,;,r,7. when Idolaters are com- 
manded cobeitoned^icsadded^y^ryZu// 
thorn fta £»ay the evill from iamngSt 
jm : Good aUb is accainedY and dut , 
uh/ionljDcMt.ij.io. All Ifracl Jkatt 
bcaTf andfeary^nd do mo more jfuch wickr 
edneffe. 2. Qvii> in regard of their 
outward eftare ; God woiJd then blefs 
them with peace and plenty : when 
the Idolaters were puniflied 9 God/^^r 
raUu y I King.. 1 8. 40941. 2 ^/xrM.i4. 
^,4>5. Confider aifo what a deluge of I 
evils enfue. when fuch power is wanting, I 
or not executed. Thence idolatry » 
yiift&i7.4,^,(J. Thence corruption iti 
Cburcb Difcipline, v»i 2. with ch.i 8.x . 
yea, it lets in all temporal judgements: 
when there, is none to ftand in the gap, 
and authoriutively to make up the 
hedge which is brolxn down by cornq>- 
tersof Gods worihip, then an inundati*- 
on of ruining juc^ements follow, as 
€zek^2i .1 ^,16. with t/. 30, 3 u and as| 
it is mifchievous to the Church and 
State , fo to the negligent rulers them- 
felves, and to their families : It was 
the rmne of £ii's houfC) iS^m.2.%2y2^y 
24. with 27. 28>&c. 
Sixthly^ when Magifttatcs H>iti\t x^^l 
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Anfw.i. 



2. 
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to reftraine, and punifti Hareticks , and 
corrupters of bis Word, and worflsip, 
God (tirs up zeal in others in an extra* 
ordinary way to do it. When Alui 
would not, Ell, ah doth it, i Kin^. i8. 
be will have it fome way done , and 
therefore he likes of it. 

Obj. Bnt grant fnch fewer to Mdil" 
firdtesj ani its the way t9 putke men iitier 
hafelj to iijfembhyor to do fBmething iir\ 
aalnli their confciences^ f 

Anfw. Firft , you may fay as much a* 
gainft that way which AjayTSki xhz Scare 
took> 2 Chro»,\ 5.1 2,i3. when they en- 
abled) that whfoever would not ferve 
theLdrd jh^uld he flalne ^ which they 
were encouraged unto by the prophccy- 
in > of Oded j ver« i. and for this ih: 
Lord gav^ them, reflyX. ly. Jojim alfo 
caufed his Subjefts to ferve tfjt Lord j 
aChron. 24. 33* and you may aswdl 
fay chat this caufed their SubjeAs ei- 
ther CO diffemble , ox co iinne a»inft 
cbeirconfciences ; the like you may ob- 
jc^ againft Church-Cenfures , as Gsl. 5. 
10)1 a* I Tinj.t. ult. 

(Secondly^ Magiftraces in reftraimng, 
and. punifliing fuch things as are crol's 
ro the word of God; ^uniih onlyfifcbi 
things, ^as Ki^u Va coialc«.xvcR^ &x4ii\ 
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avoid, and mil this make thcai to dif- 
femble,&c< 

Dbj. Such coercive fBVper in m.ttters of 
Religion is the way to bring In f erf cent ion 
for confcience faks ^ 

Anfw. I. Teaching Migiftrates 
their duty to punifli things manifeiti^ 
crofs to the Word of God , and that 
after due means ufcd for conviction, is 
rather a way to reftrainc them from pcr- 
j fecuting the Saints for a good caufe, or 
jconlciencc, and if accidentally Gods 
enemies take occaiion hence to abiife 
their power, this muft not take away 
the due ufc of it. Paptfisj znd PreUtes 
abufed Church-cenfures againft the god- 
ly> yet this th^ir fin difchargcth not the 
Church fro 71 its duty. 

2. Its an abfurd argument to reafoQ 
thus. Men may not be perfecutedfor a 
good caufe , and confcience; therefore 
they may not be punifbcd for maintain- 
ing a bad caufe, &c, 

Obj. The exercife of any fuchtowert^ 
godly Rnlers is ^crojfe to themee\ Sfirtt 
of C^ri/} , and to that merciful jfirh 
which he requires >to ke in his Saints} 

Rom.i ^.i.Gal.6.i,a. £ph«4.^2. aTim. 

2. 25- 
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ing of fuch corrLq)cioas fiood well < 
Cnrifts Dove-like fpiric. None fo n 
as he > and ycc none f o zealous this \ 
The zjea.1 if Ceh houfe even cemfu 
hiwy and made him lay on fo hard i 
his fcourge upon chofe who polluted 
Temple, John 2.16. with I4. 15,1 6 
Mofes was the meekeft of men in 
I own caufe, 7Vi#w^.i2.?.yet lion-liJi 
that caufc of pollution ofcods word 

I Exod. 3 2.2tf, 27 &c. He;tjekjah w 

ftiadow to the Saints, if a. J2. 2. 
a fiery flying Serpent againft Gods, 
the Cnurchcs enemies, i/i,i 4,29,31 

Queft. ivhat othrreafonsmaj be 
dred why the higher CivUforvers oughi 
to gram a Toller^lon to thur Chrij 
fuh^ecls to h'ild , andfrofeffe in mm 
of Religion what themf elves may fre 
confeicnce for their fo doings when im 
ff'ofly erringy and contemptuoHjly^ and 
tlnacioufly holding the fame forth ? 

Anf. Firft,becaufe they may not { 
liberty to their Subjefts to live in, 
pradice the workj of the fie jh: But H 
fiesj and Schifmes are works of the fl 
Gal. 5* 20. therefore not to be 
lletated. 

/ Secondly, that Vvb^tt^ ^hlcb fin 
\mcn ordinanly to Ax^^Nl ^ilox^'^ * 
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from God is not to be granted by Chri- 
ftian Magiftraces ; but to tollerate per- 
ions , imder a pretence of Confci- 
encCy pertinacioufly to hold forth cor- 
rupt cf)inions > is to fuffer them to 
diavv others from God , therefore its 
HOC to be allowed, Dem.i^.g. 

Thirdly, chat liberty which fuffers the 
fliDcp of the Lord, in an ordinary way 
to wander from their fold y and pafiure 

!witnout reftraint , or efFe£tual care tp 
reduce them > is not to be allowed bv 
political fliepbcrds which God placetn 
over them: This the Lord complains of, 
and iharply reproves, £*^^J4.5,6,7,8. 

There rpas no Shepherd , rieither did mj 
Shepherds fe^rch fer my jlockj hut they 

'Pfaudred and became a, prey^ were drt* 

ven Awaj and devoured \ there were 
Shepherds , but they did not execute 
their office , but fu£tered Gods flock to 
be reduced , and corrupted by f alfe pro- 
' phets. But the liberty aforementioned 
doth thus ^ therefore its not to be al^ 
lowed. 

Fourthly,fuch a liberty carries a brand 
of Anarchy in the State^yea^and rfa fad 
jlidgementoft.od uoon tbatSute for 
the provoking fins both of rulers a.tid 
people. I. Its one brand o£ ^H^rcVi^j^ 
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Judg.i7-6. there was no King in 1 
every one did what was right in hi 
ejes. 2.1ts a £ad judgement ofGc 
a^ppears, Z4^A.ii,9. with i^,i< 
where the Lord threatens to Uofv 
of hisfiocl^alone to themfelvesy and 
ling courles of finne : that iPhU 
let it ^/^: and the judicial means he 
is in judgement to raife up 2 fool, 
Shepherd J i.e. fuch Rulers'in Chui 
State into whofe hands the flpck 
vered to be fpoiled, as z/. 5, (5. ( 
care not what becomes of their 
So, iChron^io. ^5. where it appe; 
to be left by authority to take up 
ption in religion under pretence < 
fcience is a fad judgement of C 
the lins of a profefling people. 

Fifthly, fuch a toUeration mak 
lers not to be for Chrift, but in t 
(ptiiiApiviR him: for it makes th 
to be for one chief end of his c 
which was to defiroy thwotkj of 
jjU : For a toUeration of errouts 
lerating the works of the devil; 
erroneous doftrines arc forged 
^Jevil^and are fome of thofe lies \ 
he is the Father, JohnS. 44. 

('jdoftrinal \ies ^tt, doariKcs of 



(?.. 



out of the Dragons inouth,/?^^^. 16.13, 
14; yea, Icfler errors about meats , and 
marriage arc called doBrincs of Devils , 
I Tim. 4. 1, 2, q. therefore tbey ought not 
to be tollerated. 

Sixthly, Such a ToUerarion will 
wound a Srate in the very continuity 
of it:It br^ks the hedge,and walls of a 
State; and fo lets in manifold mifchiefs: 
For, 

1 . Corrupt Doftriacs fo allowed , do i 
mingle vtith,and wil eat out found Do- 
6l:rine,purc Religion,and the Covenant 
of God, which are the ligaments, and 
bands of a Chriftian State,and made Jr- 
rufalem fo compared together j Pfdlm 
I22«i,2,3. tor, 2Tim.2.i6yi'j. They 
will increafe to more' un^odlinefs^ani their 
words will eat as a Canl^eryOt Gangrene. 

2. Corrupt Doftrincs tend to the 
breaking of the peace of fuch focieties 
where they arc tollerated. Hence Gal. 
5.10,1 2. I would they were cut off that 
tronhleyoH. And jiils 20.30. They 

draw away ( or rent away as members 
from the body; Difciples after them : | 
Where there are Hcrefies amongft I 
Church -m.embers 5 there will be Schifms 1 

^nd'DiviJiorti^lCOi.il.i^yig^SHch ^ftfe^ I 

Dreapiersy Judc 8. are branded tox Je-^ 
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^oS S^ftionSj and C^fes of Coxfci^fu 
dictoHs ferlons in Common-weal 

They dejfife Demmiensy and ffc^k 

of Dlgnitlesy wicncfs cbe many bi 
ings of our Parliaments, andtumii 
Governments upfide down. Such 
lyperiflv as did fedirious C^r/r^, ^ 
1 1. Hence Seducers are called, Trsi 
heady y hhh-mitkiedy Trncf'^redk 
Fdlfe-'difct^ersy fi^rcey &c. a Tim.;; 
3,4,5. and that he fpeaks chi 
Seducers appeares , verfe 6, 7, 8,5 
And Jude 1 6. They are brandec 
tMurmfirerSy Mttd ComvUifiersy qua 
ling againfl; matters in Church , 
State. Ail ages have declared that 
fons of corrupt Principles in Reli 
are frequent Movers , and Abettoi 
civil feditions. 

3. Corrupt Dofbrines break 
hedges, and walls of a Chriftian C 
mon-wealth, and leave it naked tc 
come a prey to its adversaries. Sc 
Ifr^ly when they had corrupted ] 
gion, Ex<fd.%2. 25. till Mofes i 
Aiahded Juftice to be executed 1 
feme for the terror of otbers^ w\ 
27. Falfe Prophets let alone, fpoi 
vines, and break che hedges, asi 
plyed, E^k, 1 3 .4» ^. So, Ezxk:^ 
27* >When tttcVi ct>tta^<^»s tr 



Monc,a gap is made) verfe 30. and when 
none in Authority are found to makeic 
up by punifhing them, Cod powers otic 
his indignation upon ihsm^m^fe ^i.S^r 
lompns connivence at Idolatry in his 
wives, rent his Kingdom in pieces : but 
puniiliing fuch corruptions puts away 

CviII,Der«M7.2,g,7. 

7* Such atolleration God accounts 
to be a kicking at Religion, and honcMr- 
ing fuch Corruptors above God himfelf^ 
as appears , i Sam. 3.12. to 16. with 
2 3 ,2 4,2 5 ,2 9* Elies fons corrupted the 
worfliip of God by fnatclui^ what 
came full to hand : and the Lord fiutb, 
not only to them , but to Eli too : \ 
wherefore kjck^je at my facrifictyani ho- ' 
nourefi thy fons ghovt me n? ft:c, there- 
for e it ought not to be granted 

8* SucnaToUerationof fucbevUs, 
caufes thofe very evils to be charged on 
Rulers themfelvcs , and bringmi the 
wrath of God upon them. So ElUs 
ions (ins were charged q)on, and pu- 
niihed on Elie himfelf, and Solomons 
connivence at the Idolatry of his wives« 
And Nehemiah contends with the Ru- 
lers for not reforming the prophanati- 
onsof the Sabbath, TV/JEmt. 13; 10,11,11, 
16,17,18. the fin of the ^cj^\e 'xsiX 
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4 lo ' Que^ionSy and Cafes of Co^eiencti-^ 

(doing corruptly in the matters of God 

Us charged upon JcrA^wry 2 ^Ar^;^. 27. 2. 
he did that which wjs riijht in the fight 
of the Lord,yct the people did corrupt- 

' ly, 2-K/>/.i5.34,35. and that ischarg- 

>' ed upon him as hi:; lin. 

I 9* Such a Tolieration makes men 
abhor Rclidon, and to fpeak evil of 
the way of truth , as Elies fons cor- 
ruptions being connived at) made men 

i ahhor the Lords offerings y i Sam. 2. 1 7. 

So, 2P^r.2.I.2,J. 

/ 10. Such a Tolieration is intollera- 
. blc, becaufe it is an allowing of Foxes 
i to fpoil Chrifts vincs> Can. i . 2. i(5. Of 
\ Hohes that [fare not Chrifts flocl^ A&S 

20.30. with £:^i^.34.S,io. Of.Sorce- 

: rers that bewitch mem 2 Tim.^.x 5. Gal. 

*! 3 .1 . fi'ho hath bewichei you^Scc: they arc 

: zKo ts JefaMj whomGodwiHpunifti, 

if men negleft their duty in doing of it, 

XeiJ.2.20j2lj&C, 

Thus yon have the Judgement of iilr. 

Tha. Cobhet of New England ^ainft a 

General Tolieration. Sec moie.ofclm 

i in Mr. Cottons anfwcr to lAx^wilUams. 
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